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the arts of improvement. 


To his ; Grace the D UK E of. 


6 RA * 1 O N. 


IF the =O reign and; its rapacious x mi- 
 niſters, oppreſtthe nation with im- 


menſedebts, and diſſeminated the ſeeds 


of factious party, which now ſhoot 


up and ripen into arrogance; grate- 
ful we behold your Grace in this 
Propitious reign, like a great ſtew- 
ard reviewing an impaired eſtate, 
who, faithful to his lord diſmiſſes 
the fradulent, favours the honeſt and 
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capable, and purſues i in every branch 7 
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With je joy 3 3 
Grace ſecuring peace, tlliat beſt of 
bleſſings to a commercial people, from 
which no artifice foreign or domeſtio 


can allure you to make wWarlike Bri- 
tain the dupe 


of political ingratitude, 


in the horrors of continental wars; 
yet thy vigilance is prepared to pu- 


niſh every inſult from hoſtile arms, 


. 


and to protect the extenſive domains 


of envied Britain; the ſeat of ſci- 
ence, the emporium of commerce, 


aſtir e of MOON my | 


Still with * aye 55 
eh and moderate the fiery 
ſpirit-- of party, urged by the de- 
ſigning and the deſperate, who ene- 


mies to peace, order, and legiſlation, 


hope to benefit by the confuſion of 

*hus they proftitute Liberty, 

2 fanc- 
5 tion 


and force her to give u 
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1 5 to licentiouſneſs: yet abandoned — — 
by the wile, the worthy, and the 


great, as their deſigns are 5 8 
ſhall ind wal Shear reward |: „ 


. 7 


But the: enen will ed hs : 

ſtateſman, who for national good, and 

the honour of his righteous fovereign, 
ſtands up the guardian of true liber- 
ty, againſt the clamours of ill-de- 

ſigning Faction; which in the end 
leads to ſlavery. Therefore we re⸗ 
joice to ſee you diſappoint the . bar- 
gain, the chief was making by pub- 
lic commotion, and ready to inflict 
the puntbment due to TAILED: 


Thus the e 'of vengeance, 
amidſt gathering clouds hangs patient 
over the children of diſobedience, till 
the hour of | punition ; then wrapt 
in terrific darkneſs he lets looſe the 
winds, breaks down the ocean's bank, 
and burls tremendous: thungerbolts. 
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| The ARGUMENT. 


a ies approach.” Beltennicir PSY 
e Alban throne amid the applauſes of 
peas, Viftoripus over bis ene 
mes, be hearkens io peace. Tbe greut 

" commaner lays down a plan, which the 
2 not approving, Longinus accepts the 

| e office, and concludes a peace 
| 70. the diſguſt of the people. He deter- 
mines to chace out EG parts; which 
1 proved fo long on the witals of the 

. country. "Meantime-Fa#ion Hing o Lu- 
fr for 1nftruttions, Ir wee with 
c: and it is decreed by him, that Far. 
"= » ſhall. arftrat? the Alhans, whom no-. 
Thing, can uin Put WO bo een . 


. 1 pee criſis in he. 
FA fate of Alba, Seraphiel the great 
guardian power, deſcended” in 
Bis ! invi ſible chariot to the favoured ifle 
"of Alba, provident to eftabliſh. undiſ. 
ec happineſs. Pleaſure and joy, and 
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his ſerene paths, while he diffuſed un- 
bounded ſatisfaction over the mild bo- 


her ſtation of rural felicity, heheld his 
approach with benignant ſmiles, and 


wreaths, hailed him as he paſſed amidſt 
her unambitious ſwains and roly nymphs: 
while nature blithly gay, rich in bleat- 
ing paſtures, and plenteous in verdant 
atable, confeſt herſelf the friend of 
Alban proſperity. 12 
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invoking pilgrims, Britannicus aſcended 
the envied throne of Alba. Never did 
prince take the reins of government 


| © nation, nor can the annals of time fur- 
ing homage to 3 young king, . 
- greater demonſtrations of affection; 


. produce a monarch, from whom Ns 
formed higher expectations. The Al- 


2 Tur" of the * leign, . uy; this, 


. e were HL 8 of 
ſom of tranquility. Sweet peace, from 


binding her placid - brows with olive 


_ Now like the roſy ſun after-a dreary 
| night of darkneſs, Aang glorious in his 
native Eaſt, on the charmed eye of day- . 


more applauded as the darli ng of a great 


niſh an inſtance, of a free people's a : 


bans naturally flying to extremes, im- 


5 1 


fools bo þ @ V\ 


ings & 
them, and who glorying in a noble AE. 
| bans name, received the teſtimonies of 
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than 1 nature coſt the ee would 3 
mit, and more than was poſlible for a 
mortal to perform ; for was an angel to 


x on the throne, Be 8 not qo the 
per of. diſcontent. | 

he ublic had reaſon to TR great 
55 m a prince, who born amo 


their regard with joy, and the tribute of 


their duty with gracious promiſes of an 
adequate return, in promoting their 
happineſs. The nation was perfectly 

ſenſible, that the greateſt care was taken 
| bs tus vine op that his morals 2:08 
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"There . a ſors of 1 


the firſt and largeſt, was the ſelfiſhly in- 
tereſted, who in poſſeſſion of place and 
power, or the hope of them, heartilydeſired 
the young king, would go ekattly in the 


ſame deſtructive way, of which his pre- 


deceſſor was ſo fond ; that he would pa- 


tronize the ſame party, and Ixion-like 


be in love with the fame airy phan- 


tom, tae balance of power, as was Ger- 


? 1 manes, the favourite prince of the kna> 


B 2 vi 


nnn, 
di and. deſigning great vulgar.” T The 
ww. warm and fickle ” "nc who ſeize eon- 
= 5 Dns witkont forming premiſes, and 
hurried by their eager deſires, expect 
„ n ue 1 laſt were 
5 | XPeticnce, di 8 
—_— eme, and Kidem in dhe 


W could. not be acatved 
the diadem From ptovidence at a time 
_ more-<ritical, which was the meridian 
of a War, ene ſueceſaſul alone by 
5 but 
o Rat a rod! ekpence, when 
little more e taken from an 
. Rs «choufand OG, ; 


there wp. 995 *" chr got, ee was 5 
a great deal to bole, and one bad turn 
might: have been fatal, eſpecially as rail. 

_ ing ſupplies. began to be difficult. Tho? 
wen were ſufforers by war, however 
caceelsfual,, they were the patient part of 
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of a ſet the moſt clamourous, wore — 


tain gainers by the bloody trade. 
- Therefore all things rightly: land 


in the ſcale of impartiality, * 

the vaſt demands of the ſtate, 

than ever was known, daily addi SO 

an enormous national debt, riſing great- 

ly above that mark, which Volpone de- 
clared as his opinion, would bankrupt 
the ſtate; that nothing could be con- 


quered, though much might be loſt; it 
was the part of a wiſe and juſt prince, 
who had the 90 od w_ the nation at 
heart, as well as its glory, to receive _ 


| humbled foe's propoſals s for peace, ei- 
Pecially as all was conquered for which 5 
the war began, the northern colonies. 


No part could be more difficult to act, 


every thing atehieved before of real 
value, there was great reaſon to ex» 
pect an advantageous peace. And on 


the other hand, the foes the king had 


to deal with, were ever 1 for 


their politics; 3 the nation was naturally 


powerful, and though their treaſury was 
ingly exhauſted, their trade ſtagnated, 


and their poor unemployed ; yet they 


3 ma 
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FE 4 FRN 
had a variety of expedients to keep up a 
war, which was their province: nor 


* 
1 could they be eaſily reduced to a ſitu- 
| 


1 


ation to, make an ignoble peace, before 
which they would ſuffer every extremi- 
dy; and as to invading their kingdom, 
they could wiſh nothing more, ſo pow- 
erful were their armies. | | 
Yer in compliance to popular preju- 
dice, Britannicus till carried on the war. 
in proſperity, with the ardent deſire of 
peace. For his maxim was that of Pho- 
cian; who though choſen forty times ge- 
neraliſſimo, declared; that a ſtate is wea- 
kened by the juſteſt wars, and that peace 
ought to be the grand object of every wiſe 
government. His humanity wiſhed ro diſ. 
erſe the calamities of ſlaughter, and 
je could not hear even of the diſtreſſes 
brought on his enemies, without a ſenſe 
of pity for their ſufferings. It is the 
part of unfeeling avarice to delight in 
profitable wars, inſenſible to the thou- 
ſands that fall; and the ear of ambition 
hears with ſavage delight the cries of 
the wretches falling beneath his ven- 
* he 1 riſe inpopular glo- 
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ry, or gain an unneceſſary acquiſition. *** 


But a good king ought to be poſſeſſed 
of worthier diſpoſitions, he ſhouid ne- 
ver be actuated by ſelf-intereſt, how-. 
everclamourous, or the ſpecious pretences 
of ambition; nor -ſhould- delay making 
a ſeaſonable peace the moment ſhe of- 
fers reaſonable terms. Contemned, not - 
puniſhed, be the invectives of diſap-_ 
pointed wretches, who yulture-like, 

hunt - after errors, and magnify them. 

with the higheſt ſtrains of ſpite, for 
theſe things will be while men are men. 

But if a king muſt err, it had better be 
on the ſide of peace than war; for act- 
ing on wrong principles, the king is 
often anſwerable for the lives of his ſub- 
jects thrown away in wantonneis. Ene- 
mies do we falſely call the poor wretches, 
forced to fight the battles of their am- 
bitious tyrants, to execute the vile po- 
litics of the unprincipled villains, and 
carry on the laborious burdens of the 
avaritious, ſuffering a thouſand miſeries, 
and falling beneath the darts of death; 
while they, the fatal cauſes of the evil, 
are protected in their proud palaces, by 
the very ſlaves over whom they tyran- 
1 5 „„ N e 


34 FAS GUN. 
nize? But a time will come when they 
muſt give a true account of their acti- 
ons before a ſevere judge, who will 
laugh at proud connexions, and fet all 
things to rights! 5 
At length Britannicus found it was 
_ neceſſary he ſhould liſten to the voice of 
peace. The great commoner was em- 
Ployed to lay down the plan; to which, 
though adequate to his fucceſs, and yet 
not exorbitant, the enemy could not be 
brought to conſent; and in diſagree- 
ing, they artfully brought on a rupture 
with another potent kingdom, who like- 
wife involved an Alban ally in the ter- 
rors of war. Still Alba was not to be 
intimidated, and ſucceſs crowned the 
efforts of a great people, but who nowbe- 
came exhauſted of expedients, to raife 
the prodigious ſupplies neceſſary to an- 
 Twer the extenſive demands. | 
Peace became more and more neceſ- 
fary, eſpecially as the northern empire 
Was conquered, and as it was impoſſible 
much longer to cope with fuch potent 
enemies, if affairs took an unfortunate 
turn; for then Alba would be left to the 
mercy of the conqueror, all its acqui- 
3 ſitions 
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PASQUIN. 25 


N itions 1 have been reſtored, as well 
as many injurious conceſſions made, 
white) the haughty powers would have 


torn off every hurel from the brow of 
victory. Accordingly Longinus con- 


| ſented to take the critical and diſagree» 


ble office of primero, in order to carry 
on the favourite plan of his late maſter 
Alfred; tho' he knew he ſhould be the 
butt, at which the intereſted; the dif- 


_ . contented, and the ignorant, would be 


for ever ſhooting the ſharp l ar- 


ros of malignancy. 


This was a duty which he ownli to 
che memory of his princely friend Alfred, 


7 now performed in gratitude to his graci- 
ous dowager, and in obedience to his be- 
neſicent ſovereign. Therefore he un- 


dertook a taſk, the moſt irkſome in na- 


ture, and. which the great commoner 


wiſely declined, who knew the Albans, 


and has felt their reproaches. 


_ Thus if the affairs of a cobler go 

wrong, he vents his ſpleen on the court; 
and the moſt paltry ſcribblers ſhall earn 

their bread, by ſpinning, ſpider-like, 
abuſive letters againſt ſume ſtateſman, 
or N torturing their ſhallow brains in fa- 
| bricating 
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bricating pamphlets againſt the governs 
ment; not having the leaſt genius, taſte, 
or knowledge to write on any thing elſe, 

and here only inſpired by the rancour of 


envy, ever mad to ſee any happier than 


itſelf. And yet there are always * 
of readers, greedy enough to buy in 
vectives againſt their betters. So fond. 
are weak minds of OR and _ 
aſperſions. 00 

At length Longinus was d in 
the high poſt of primero, for though 


the ambition common to ben e boſom, 


might naturally have excited in him a de- 
ſire to aſcend that ſlippery eminence of 
honour, yet now his prudence, in which 
he was a conſummate maſter, with the: - | 
utmoſt preciſion, foreſaw the impoſſibi- . 

lity of his continuing long in that dan- 


gerous poſt; ſuppoſing he wiſhed it 


ever ſo much, and was ever ſo 1 a fa- 


vourite with his ſovereign. - 


Never could any man have come into 
that department with greater diſadvan - 


tages. He was of a northern family 


and name, which the intereſted cabals 
affected to hate, and therefore he was of 


courſe unpopular. It was induſtriouſly 
objected. 


i 4 
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1 FAS QU IN. 27 | 
objected to his fame, becauſe his gra- 
cious ſovereign, out of gratitude for his 
fidelity, and care in his education, diſ- 
tinguiſned him by his favourable re- 
gard ; that he was a favourite! a name 
ſo deteſted among the Albans, the very 
mention of which ſets them on fire: and 
' laſtly, he ſucceeded one of the greateſt, 
and nioſt upright miniſters, that ever Al- 
ba was bleſt with; and, who having but 
- Juſt ſaved his country, almoſt ruined by 
wretched blunderers, had gained the 
nobleſt acquiſitions, which of neceſſity 
many of them would be reſtored. 

But diſregarding the opprobrium 
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which would be thrown upon him by. 


diſappointment, folly, prejudice, and the 
intereſted ; as it was for the good of 
the whole, he mounted the dangerous 
height, prepared and guarded by con- 
ſcious integrity; and at laſt. ſtruggling 
through immenſe difficulties, and un- 
dergoing direful mortifications, a peace 
was concluded in his adminiſtration : 
and happily for Alba, as peace to her 

is the beſt of bleſſings, though by her 
 blood-thirſty ſons ſo much reviled! _ 


* 


q But the moſt arduous taſk,; approved 

by the powers above, and enjoined by 

| the great Alfr ed, Was yet 0 come, and 

_ which exacted the exertion of ſuperior 
talents and extenſive abilities: ſuch as 
genius to plan, courage to attack, pa- 
tience to bear, fortitude to perſevere 
with ſpirit and reſolution to go through 


Hereulean labours in one dangerous en- 
terprize, and like another champion, 
he undertook to deliver the country 
from cruel tyrants, fierce ſavages, and 
man- devouring monſters. Firſt, he more 
than ſlew the Nemean lion, in deſtroy- 
ing direful war; next, he overcame the 
many-headed Hydra of party, he rout- 
ed an army of Centaurs half beaſts and 
half men, out of various places; he gave 
the continental kings, who had ſo of- 
ten devoured Alba, to be devoured by 
their own armies. He fetched the friends 
of his noble patron from a Tartarean 
baniſhment. He cleanſed the Augean 
wil ſtable at the palace where Germanes - 
wy Kept his beaſts and birds of prey, and 
gave them a violent expulſion; and he 
_ overcame the old dragon, who pretend- 
| | ing 


the mighty bufineſs, - It was all the 


—. 


 foffion of the Heſperidean gardens. 


it coſts their lives. He was not igno- 
rant, that in driving from poſts of ho- 


Oentaurs; that they would form them- 
ſelves with the factious Hydra of party; 
who from a million of mouths, 'vomit- 


ing treaſon, excites to inſurrection and 
rebellion. He was thoroughly ſenſible, 
in driving away the birds and beafts 


of prey, who fo long had been devour- | 
ing che nation's 'vitals, that they would 


endeavour to tear him to pieces; and 
that in ſpoiling the dragon, who kept 
the golden apples, and giving them the 
rewards: of virtue, honour, and merit; 
chat all the poiſonous ferpents he bred, 
the Tavenous vultures, the ſpotted ty- 


gers, and dreadful grifins, would ſeek 
this deſtruction with the utmoſt enmity, 


Purſue him night and day with fiery 
rage unquenchabk, and devour him with 

_exceſs of barbarity, But ſupported with- 
in by'a- confciouſngh ef rectitude, and 


protecte 


PP 
ing to guard the treaſury, devoured the 
golden apples, and thus he took poſ-.. 
But he knew in attacking a hornet's | 
neſt, they will revenge themſelves tho” 


— 
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Fr ected by his ſovereign's approbation, 


began the battle. 
In: the interim of thoſe great events, 


the ſeditious demon of faction, who de- 
lights in preſiding over privy conſpira- 
cies, rebellion, and regicide ; perceiv- 
ing, as he jnviſibly min led himſelf 
among the buſy mortals of 

that Britannicus, out of loye for his 
country, would act contrary to the 


this world, 


principles of the former reign; there- 


fore he promoted, as far as his power 
reached, the partizans of Germanes; 
and was him, who before inſpired the 
ambitious ſoul of Volpone, to diſſever 

- the paternal affection of Germanes from 
his princely ſon Alfred. Familiarized 
to the fatal meaſures of the cunning 
Volpone, the nation was by degrees 


tainted with his corrupt ſyſtem; and by 


his artifice, and their on venality, moſt 


ple were aſſimilated to his party. 


| lg only the Plebeans were poiſoned 


by tho bitter fweets of bribery, but 


he had thoſe among the nobility, who, in- 
fatuated by the love of power, and plea- 


ſure, willingly became his ſlaves, and ap- 


| ei in 5 fiken fetters. This fac- 


7, 5 tion 


— 


ripening for ſome great event, he quit- 


ted for a moment his favourite ſpot, and 


repaired to the aerial palace of the proud 


prince of air; who was coming to re- 


ceive. the. homage of inferior princes, 

and give out his imperial commands to 

the gods of deluded mortals. _ 
High aloft appeared the throne of 


ſtate in the dome of audience, while be- 
neath, were placed various thrones of 


different magnitudes, according to the 


office of the terrene gods, with broad 


ſtations for the demonic guards clad in 
horrent arms, and big with forms 45 
terrification. All around was a ſtu 


dous gallery circling the temple, w ich 
| were to be filled with "roads e ; 
| beſides thoſe fallen angels of an inferior 


order, who crouded below in promiſ- 


cuous multitudes, at once to gratify cu- 


rioſity, and give noms paget eaſe to eter- 


nal pangs. 


At length the emperor of the terrene 
s in council approached, and enter- 


ed his throne ſublime, faintly imitating 
the glory of heaven, with external pomp 
in his painted bubbles of air; while 


8; þ within 


n we * MM. 
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tion beholding, and that things were 


S 
within he was deſtitute of true grandeur. 
In a moment the blazing ſun with all 
his force ſhone direct againſt the ſtarry 
throne of Lucifer, whoſe brillancy daz- 


zled the eyes of the ſpectators. As the | 


imperial demon. ſeated himſelf in his 
throne of light, vaſt peals of thunder 
announced the preſence of the aerial 

9 7 75 and all at once the trumpets 

ſounded, the drums beat, and directly 
a full band of warlike muſic, from every 
wind inſtrument, reſounded with mag- 
nificent harmony; and all was concluded 
with a grand ſublime chorus, which pro- 
claimed the praiſe of him who fhook the 
almighty's throne, and 8 the aeriel 
kingdom. When concluded, the whole 
multitute ſhouted for joy, and the gods 
of hell proſtrated themſelves in fign of 
obeiſance before the pompous ſultan. 
Silence then enſuing, Mammon the 
god of riches, ſtood up and faid. Hail 
ſupreme lord of this mighty globe, we 
thy ſubſtitutes, ſharing thy power, re- 
duce all mankind to thy ſway. The 
world .cannot ſerve god and Mammon, 
for 1 ſhould proudly ſcorn a divided 
heart, and very few will forſake the god = 
e ; = 


* 
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of riches for reverſionary joys, if they can 


| bbtain, of are in poſſeſſion of my fa- 


vour; for ſo very eager are many after 


| riches, that they tempt the temper, 


and lay ſnares to draw me to their un- 
doing. Thus I throw my golden chains 
round the young and gay, and by means 
of avarice, I fetter the aged; for in 
Worſhipping me, mankind become thy 
! 5 
Nor, O king, are my ſubjects leſs ex- 
tenſive, ſaid the demon of vanity : diſ- 
daining baſe humility, all the rich and 
reat are mine, and it fuß my glory, 
they become as gods among the baſe-born 
vulgar, exacting the moſt dutiful ſub- 
miſſions, In the fair ſex, and thoſe of 
ſofter minds, I gain numerous votaries, 
who, for the love of finery, and to gra- 
tify with eagerneſs the luſt of admira- 
tion, ſacrifice their fickle hearts. Then 
the demon of defire uproſe, and faid : 
O king, I eſtabliſh thy throne, and my 
own reign on a foundation laſting as hu- 
man nature: for while men are men, 
for my fake they will give the whole 
heart, rather than not obey the fiery ſti- 
mulus of my painfully-pleaſing im- 


_ 


3 s QU1 
pulſes. | The young, the old, the fool · 
ich, and the wiſe, fink in the ſoft cap- 
tivity, and fondly hug to their panting 
boſoms, the chains 55 link them faſt, 
inthe bondage of ſweet Sony de- 

fire, 2 
Inſpiring: the ble frailty of 3845 
ambition ſaid;riſing with a commanding 
aſpect: it is the glory of great minds 


to follow my injunctions, and dare pro- 


digious things. But ſee, he cried, ſee, 
be comes, the god that is next my 
heart, my other ſelf, my friend, my 
brother, and thy great favourite, O Lu- 
cifer; and ſtrait appeared the ſpirited 
demon of fire-eyed faction. As he ad- 
vanced, all the gods of hell uproſe to 
honour a preſence, that gave ſatisfaction 
to the emperor of Tartarus, who cri- 
ed aloud: tranſcript of myſelf, O de- 
light of my bounding heart, vigorous 
faction, I bid thee welcome. 

To which faction replied, while his 
fiery eyes with ſparkling energy flaſhed 


ſpiritous: my father, patron, and my 


od, breathing a portion of thy mighty 
ſpirit in my nature, thou haſt rendered 


* divine as thy glorious ſelf. My 
working 


vorkibg foul fired by ambition, and more 


their ſtarry diadems. 


itſelf by a god- like energy, often de- 


mands a taſk like thine. I long to cope 
with heaven itſelf, to try the ſtrength 


of great Jehovah; to meet him glorious 
in the field of battle, to dare his worſt, 
to confound his boaſted worlds, to daſh 
the ſtarry orbs together round his lofty 


head; and amidft the burſt of thunder, 


to ride victorious over his , defeated 
bands of angels and arch-angels; nobly 


conquered; 8 


. Yes, I joy to aſperſe bis actions, and 
revile his perſon. I ſet him forth as an 


arbitrary being, ever ſtriving to render 
his ſubjects the meaneſt ſlaves, and brand 
him. with the name of tyrant, till thoſe, 


who have received the greateſt benefits 


from his munificence, are wrought up 


to the ſpirit of ingratitude. Then I joy, 
to raiſe aloft the burning ſtandard of re- 
bellion, to hurl down cherubins and ſeize 


* 


But content, O king of gods, to act in 


za more confined ſphere, 1 imitate thy 


great example, and my glory is, ſince I 1 


cannot pull down the king of heaven, to 
overthrow row his ſubſtitutes, 


— 
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in che world below. At length, oh 
eatth's great emperor, I have juſt re-„ 
duced Alba, and its patriot king, to a 
condition fit to receive diſorder; and thus 
informing thee, I come for thy ſupreme 
_ Inſtructions, and to put in thy enjoy- 
ment the glorious triumph, for the great 
ſituation is worthy thy auguſt preſence. 
The prince of hell grinned horrible ap- 
pProbation as the pernicious demon end- 
ed; the gorgeous king moving forward, 
fſaid: come to my heart, thou joy of my 
foul, deareſt faction, thou fire of be- 
loved rebellion, and maſſacre; thou by | 
| thy fimilarnty of nature, haſt a prefe- 
rence in my boſom, and as my friend, 
my obedient fon, I recognize thee. 80 
ming, in direful folds, the congenial 
Powers embraced each other, and Lu- 
cifer, taking the hand of faction, led him 
to his throne and ſeated him next him- 


SBruch is the nature of faction, that in 
approaching the wicked or the good, he 


_ often produces the ſame effect, a deteſta- 
tion of his perſon: but they differ in 
this, that the firſbapproves his practices, 


— 
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When he firſt entered the temple, the 
whole audience felt themſelves in a que- 
relous mood, but when they beheld the 
great demon ſhew him a partial fondneſs, 
they divided 75. 8 into parties; 
ſome took his ſide merely becauſe others 
were againſt him, but moſt were on the 
oppoſition. At length it burſt out in 
furious flames of anger, and they re- 
ſolved to demand him of their ſovereign, 
to: ſacrifice him to their jealouſy, 
The king of Tartarus, Enie 


4 1 rancour of their malice, and fearfu 


of. fatal conſequences if they ſhould 
rel and cauſe an A". he 


E his ſceptre commanding ſilence, 


and thus ſpoke: while their clamourous 


murmurs died away by degrees, like the 


echoing voice of turbulent ſurges in 


the vaulted caverns of huge rocks, when 


after a tempeſt a ſtill ſoft calm ſucceeds, 
Can any of you, ye mighty poten- 
tates in. your ſeveral departments, be 


aſſiſting in the great criſis, of Alban af- 


fairs? Much more can you all in con- 


| junction effect the great plan I have been 


revolving, that is, to a dr 0 .over the 
regal authority, 9 row the nation 
into 
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into the confuſion of anarchy; or can any 
one make the royal prerogative, ſwallow 
the liberties of the people ? You are all 
ſilent! you are abaſhed! and in your 
ſilent ſhame I read your conſcious in- 
ſufficiency. But let me not, ye powers, 
too far leſſen your conſequence. You 
have been aſſiſting in my cauſe, and it 
is by your aid, that ſo firmly my throne 
is eftabliſhed over mankind. By you, 
0 irreligion, pride, luxury, and vice, 

my ſubjects are rendered more nume- 
rous than the ftars of heaven. To 
you then, as is due, be rendered juſt. 
8 for it is by you, that the Albans 
can be fitted for . and the iron 
ſceptre of ſlavery. 

But now, as faction can beſt Aer 
the purpoſes of my vengeance, I careſs 
faction, confeſſing that I bear him in 
my boſom a partial regard. He and re- 
bellion, hated foes of Jehovah, carry 
the grandeur of a hell more terrible, 
more replete with evil than all your 
power put together; for in ſhort, the: 
are a ſummary of all the gods of hell, 
and therefore I love them . the af- 
Ny I — you all. I can only rely 
I on 


/ a 
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on your good will, but I muſt depend 
on faction to compaſs the great deſign, 
for though you can debauch individuals, 
you cannot at once, like faction, over- 
throw great kingdoms. 1 5 

With you, O faction, I will deſcend 
to the earthly globe, conclude this migh- 
ty buſineſs, and triumph over my hated 


antagoniſt Seraphiel ; the monarch ſaid, 
and called his chariot, which, when ar- 


rived, he entered with faction on his 
right hand, and he ſmiled affected affa- 


bility on the malignant powers, Then 


he poſted down the lower regions of 


air northward, while around him, both 
as his guard and companions, fierce re- 


bellion, outrageous licentiouſneſs, the 


noiſy god of tumults, with revenge, 


party, dire war, and horrible maſſacre, 

vered diſaſterous. a, 
Wherever he came, all nature ſhrunk 

at a preſence ſo deteſtable. The largeſt. 


oaks, and moſt lofty elms were blaſted, 


Whirlwinds and ſtorms, and pernicious 
fogs ſurrounded him, from which he ſcat- 


tered in the malice of power, direful 
blights and nipping froſts on blooming 


fruit-trees ; ſhedding mildews over the 
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corn-fields and meadows ; and over ci: 
ties, peſtilence, and famine. When he 
approached the ſouthern region of Al- 
ba, earth to the centre ſnuddered as he 
fat on her boſom, his fatal footftep. 
„Now the diabolic powers on the 
globe, finding, by an over prevailing 
tendency to evil, that ſuperior wicked- 
neſs was come upon earth; as if intimate- 
8 attracted, they repaired to the feſi- 
dence of faction to give intelligence, 
obey commands, and ſupport their chief, 
who ſoon gained ocular demonſtration 
of the Alban affairs, and accordingly 


drew his plan of operation. 


\ 
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5 Longinis, at the head of Alban affairs, 


drives out. the monſters that devoured 
their country, and they. join in the cry 


3 againſt him with the demons. Perſe- 


. Dering, he vindicates his character from 
40 yon. The diabolic powers in cloſe 
cabal, finding the Albans ſuſceptible of 
bad impreſſions, conſult on methods to 
_ difturb the peace of Aba. Various pro- 
Jets propoſed, at laſt they conclude to 
ele two of the moſt 7 5 Albans, 
as their champions againſt the miniſter, 
10 be inſpired by fattion. The party 
which Longinus expelled from office, re- 
_ fobve Bis deſtruttion. Lucifer chaſes Fu- 
rau, whoſe hiſtory is drawn, charatter - 
__ and his exit male. | 


T this time: Longinus at the head 
of affairs, agreeable to the plan 
of Alfred, was tearing off all the old 


Faches, who had for half an age been 
. a. 
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ſucking the blood of the nation; and with 
the utmoſt reſolution he was diſplacing 
all the ſtate robbers that ſo long had 
plundered the people. 
Amazing was the outcry againſt ſuch 
proceeding, all the powers of darkneſs 
joined the alarm, and every engine was 
Tet at work to beſpatter the ſteady. miniſ- 
ter; who, true to his plan, deſpiſed their 
outrage, and contemned their menaces. 
_ Conſcious of having acted agreeable tothe 
lan of Alfred, to the complaint of injuſ- WR 
Rice, he anſwered: What I do is intended 1 
for the good of my country, which duty, 
if thro! cowardice or indolence I ſhould 
neglect, I ſhould be guilty of the black- 
eſt" ingratitude to my friend. 55 
If mingled with the a of de. 
ſtructive beings, which I have drove 
from a throne they themſelves had long 
ſurrounded, I ſhould injure any worthy 
perſonage in fome ſenſe herding with 
them; he is culpable by affording 
countenance to their vile meaſures, and 
iving ſanction to their ruinous ſchemes; 
which all along had no other tendency, 
but enriching their ſovereign and them- 
Kelves out of The public plunder. | il 
| Wa 
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will be my greateſt glory to reflect, that 
I have broke the neck of a ſtubborn 
party, who pleaded preſcription, and a 
kind of right to plunder. an unhappy 
country, that had but few bold cham- 
pions to ſtand up for its rights ; and they 
but too often are bought off by a pen- 
fon, the tongue of eloquence being eaſily 
huſhed by a pompous title, and the eye 
of patriotiſm dazzled by a glittering ' 
ſtar. VVV Fay 
_ Senſible they will traduce my honour, 
| beſpatter my virtue, and hunt me to de- 
ſtruction; I am prepared to meet the 
audacious front of wickedneſs, when it 
is diſpoſſeſt from place, penſion, titles, 
and power, its darling gods. It is no 
wonder they hunt with all the ran- 
cour of perſecution, the perſon that dar- 
ed to detect their robberies, drive them 
from their plunder, and drag them to 
puniſhment ; for in expelling a neſt of 
-waſps that robbed the delicious - bee- 
| hive, the hardy champion muſt expect 
to be ſtung by the impoiſoned dart of re- 
vengeful malice. e 
Fou ſay that ambition was my mo- 
tive, and a direful luſt of power fool- 
75 | 1 "ih 
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_ ſh» ſuggeſtion, which deſtroys itſelf- 


for had not the plan of Alfred been next 
my heart, the noble plan Which was to 
eſtabliſh a free ſenate, to lower the na- 
tional debt, deſtroy continental con- 
nexions, encourage arts and ſciences, 
take off unneceſſary and burthenſome 


taxes, perfect the colonies, and exalt 
commerce by a propitious attention, and 


encouragement to merchants, the ineg- 
lect of the laſt reign, Had not this 
great plan been the foundation of my 


conduct, but ambition, how eaſy, by 


treading in the deluding ſteps of former 
miniſters, I could have indulged it to 


the uttermoſt. Yes had I coaleiced par- 
ties, taken in the great and turbulent, 
divided my power with the men of moſt 


genius, and thickly ſown my enemies in 
_ profitable places; there is ſcarce a man 


but what I could have brought under 
my thumb, as did the ly Volpone : : 
but true to my purpoſe, and protected 
by the beſt of princes, I diſdained the 
vile meaſures, and met the coming 


ſtorm with intrepidity; but if I muſt fall, 


it is in a glorious cauſe, the good of my 


If 
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my putting theſe ſalutary deſigns in ex- 


better hope, and the clamours of inte- 
reſted; faction drive :me from employ- 
ment, I muſt be content, and leave the 
W reſt to providence. With theſe internal 
anſwers to the cavils of malignancy, 
Longinus ſteadily proceeded to perfect 
the noble ſyſtem of Alfred, under the 
propitious auſpices of Britannicus and 
Zenobia, who only had the good of the 
„„ Ent” gt 
Now the demoniac powers of faction 
perceiving the Albans trained to take 
fire at the plan of Longinus, and melt- 
ed to receive every. impreſſion, -- which 
the ſatanic cabal would imprint on their 
hearts, to the prejudice of the beſt of 
kings; aſſembled in cloſe conſultation to 
| determine on the moſt eſſectual means 

to carry on their direful machinations. 
In the weſtern part of the capital, was 
an aperture that led to a ſpacious cavern, 
deep in the boſom of the earth. Si- 
lent, dark, ſecret, and terrible like 
themſelves, was the hollow receptacle, 
whoſe diſmal gloomy boſom was ren- 
8 1 155 dered 
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46 vas dul 
dered viſible by a few glimmering 
lamps. Here it was that evil- eyed fac- 
tion gave dinners to the diabolic om 
a and here they afſembled.. . 
Lucifer, the grim ſultan of the dire 
Ban, as of right in pre-eminence of 
. wickedneſs, ſpoke firſt, and opened the 
horrid congreſs. When his-tremendous 
voice, firſt broke from his peſtiferous 
month, the terrific ſounds remurmured 
fearfully round the vaulted caverns, and 
the trembling earth ſhook with a mo- 
mentary ks, as thus he ſpolze; 
while malice aforethought againſt the 
king of heaven, was the ground work 
of his ſpeech. Mighty peers, he ſaid, 
next my heart, whom I regard as my 
ſecond ſelf, as faithful counſellors in the 
cabinet, as heroic captains in the field 
of battle ; not proudly as your dictator, 
your god, I ſtand, but as one of you, 
deſirous to promote the common cauſe, . 
to the honour of us all, not to the emo. 
lument of one haughty tyrant. Therefore 
be all free to give their opinions, for is it 
not prepoſterous that one ſhall pretend to 
think more perfectly than millions ? ? 


Who can bear ideas fo debaſing? Not why" 
for 
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for diſdaining ſuch ſlaviſn ſubmiſſions, 


we quitted the regions of an ambitious 
tyrant, that like free agents as we are, 


we might think and act with noble in- 
dependency. So glorious is liberty, that 
it renders the moſt wretched domains 
of univerſe deſirable! fo mean is cow - 


ard ſlavery, that it makes the bleſt abodes 


of heaven deſpicable: but no more of 
1 e 1 

What 1 would e is to 2 
an immediate attack on the ſovereign, 


and if we cannot diſpoſſeſs him, to im- 
bitter his pleaſure, tincture his happineſs 
with care, and make the crown fit heavy 
on his head; but at all events to let 


diſcord foment among his ſubjects and 
diſappointed courtiers, its rancorous ſpi- 
rit, till the giddy populace catch fire. 
Overacted by his ſubject, he ended all a 


devil, whoſe fury choaked the utterance 
of malice. 


Faction roſe up eloquent in evil, and 


thus anſwered the grim king : We grant 


you, O ſagacious monarch, that rebel 
lion is the grand aim and nobleſt end 
of all we can deſire, but we ſecondary 


1 muſt condeſcend to conſider the 


means. 
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means beſt to attain that end but ® 
ſhall not preſume to. dictate, where the 
great dictator himſelf delivers his ſenti- 
ments with diffidence. Confident within 
his boſom, that he had pitched on the 
beſt method, with affected humility he ſat 
down, in order to-riſe when * fail- 
ed, with the greater triumph. 

Then enthuſiaſtic aſſaſſination ſtarted 
up, and thus drove his headlong ha- 
fangue : The ſhorteſt way to go to work. 
is this, in my opinion: Let the Gauls 
aſſemble their forces overagainſt Alba; 
let faction ſtir up the people againſt 
their nionarch ; let ſome bol bigot and 
ſpirit-moyed enthuſiaſt watch the king ; 

let the other prince be at hand, head a 
party, promiſe all things, and perform 
none, till rebellion - tumbles him too 
from his ill- got throne : and then, the 
Gauls, may make a conqueft of Alba, 
become their tyrants, and reduce them 
to ſlavery and wretchedneſs. | 
Wickedneſs, not able to go an fur- 
ther, ſunk in a diabolic trance hor- 
rid ecſtacy; and faction thus artfully 

reſumed diſcourſe. Could that exten- 
** ſcheme of deſolation be as daſily 
Carrie 
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carried on as e e it 8 be a 


noble piece of compound wickedneſs: : 


but the many fruſtrated attempts of this 


nature prove it impracticahle. Fortune 


oppoſes, and fate withſtands, therefore 
we had better uſe the ſlower but ſafer 
attempts, nor at once hazard too much, 
but grow by degrees en till we 


| bring inevitable eaten. 


Firſt then, as Longinus is at the haut 
of the adminiſtration, and under the 
auſpices of the ſagacious Zenobia, as 


he has chaced away the old ſervants that 


lay baſking beneath the throne, and has 


raiſed various people who are obnoxious 
to the diſpleaſurè of a partial, ſelfiſn 


race; we muſt fire thoſe, who pretend 
they are injured by being diſpoſſeſt, till 
their wants and malice make them ela- 
mourous; then I will breath into them 
the ſpirit of faction, driven by which 


they ſhall herd in parties, and new- 
named oppoſitions. Theſe ſhall inflame 
the populace, by making them believe 
that the ſovereign is aiming at arbitrary 


power, catching fire at which, and ea- 


ly led, being a giddy, blind, > _— 
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headed beaſt. of burden, they ſhall -be 
en fit for various diſturbances. 
When the diſcontents longing to taſte 
again the ſweets of public plunder, herd 
together, to contrive methods to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs their hated foe, and place their old 
friend Spanelli in his ſtead ; let us chuſe 
them two champions inſpired with more 
than carnal wickedneſs, to ſtand forth 
in their own names. Tools ſupported 
"0 the great, with ſpecious pretences 
of: guarding liberty, they ſhall be mi- 
nions of mobs, and of the great and 
- Fall vulgar. 
The firſt muſt attack the miniſter. in 


fiery-footed rhyme, - wrote T malice, 


with ſharp-pointed daggers dipped in 
the bitter gall of rancour. The other 
muſt purſue him with plauſible proſe, ſuch 
as will gratify public ſpite; for ſuch is the 
depravity of human nature, that ſatire, 
however unjuſt, if wrote in a bold au- 
dacious language, full of ſpleen and 
malice, will pleaſe. the public better 
than the fineſt Panegyaiok: on the moſt 
- worthy patriot. 8 
- "Theſe incendiaries muſt fre the heaps 
of the — againſt the adminiſtra- 
| 5 tion, 


MN. . 
tion, and alienate the hearts of the peo- 
ple from the ſovereign, till they be- 
come mutinous. Popular clamour muſt 

demand the miniſter to be given up, 
who will be the victim ſacrificed to ap- 
peaſe an exaſperated multitude; but the 
maſter- ſtroke muſt be, while he is the 
butt of their ſharp arrows, to wound 
through his ſides the virtuous ſovereign 
and his royal mother, till a mutual diſ- 
guſt is bred between the beſt of mo- 
narchs, and the moſt loyal people 
Then ye mighty gods of Tartarus. 
Aye! that will do, ſtarting up im- 
patient with the furious joy of anticipa- 
tion, Rebellion cried. Then outrageous 
tumult, aud diſcord dire, preparing my 
|  paſſage—he would have ſaid, but over- 
_ ruling fate, checked in his baleful throat, 
his ill-omen'd words, and his glaring 
eyes, ſtared the terrors his noxious lips 
could not utter 00 ann ſpoke con- 
_ cluſively, and faid : neceſſary is the mo- 
tion made by him, who fertile in wick- 
edneſs, we call faction. Be our taſk to 
ſelect two champions to carry on our 
buſineſs, and we will chuſe two of the 


ts bulineſs, -: 0 of the | 
ra- il oſt: wicked of the human race, who 
wy e © 
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. 
With darin ſpirits, are void of all prin- 
ciples, an therefore capable of every 
impreſſion but that of holineſs, of Vir- 
tue, and of goodneſs. 
Theſe men, thus choſen by us both, 
ſhall by us both be inſpired. We toge- 
ther will breath into them, what they 
will gladly receive, the ſpirit of licen- 
tiouſneſs, intemperance, malice, falſe- 
hood, defamation, faction, and diſloy- 
alty. And you ſedition, conſpiracy, 
mutiny, and ye clans of murmuring diſ- 
contents, be ready at hand in your af- 
ſiſtance, that we may, if not demoliſh, 
throw this hated nation into ofa. 
He ended with a grin of ſelf-fatisfaftion, 
that demanded applauſe; and grating 
Tough hoarſe diſcordant ſhouts 'broke 
forth to the praiſe. of wickedneſs. Im- 
mediately the direful party ſeperating, 
flew concealed in the clouds of ſmoaky 
ſulphur, which overhang the city, and 
there began to put in execution ir 
"baneful reſolves. 
Now the fteady Longinus, having ex- 
elled that vaſt , overgrown hydropic 
13 which though ſwelled to a great 
| * * draining the vital) ju ices of 
its 
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its country, was yet. ſtill a-thirſt for 
more. The heads began to rave with 


a burning deſire of revenge againſt the 
hated Longinus. They ſtudied the 


ſhorteſt methods for his deſtruction; 


| though before, by their different inte- 


W reſts, they were for ever claſhing ; now 


one common cauſe, the ruin of Longi- 
nus, moſt heartily united them in a 
deſperate combination. Spanelli at 
their head, they were all infected with 
the leven of Volpone: ever acted up- 


on, and acting by the ſame principles 


which he had eſtabliſhed, the ſame was 
their hatred, and their love the ſame; 
and ſuch was the epidemical corruption 
of this political body, from the corro- 


ſive contagion of bribery, that half the 
nation were infected by its venemous, 


though pleaſing poiſon ; for great num- 


bers had been in poſſeſſion of lucrative 


places, received large penſions, held 
poſts of honour, and were in great 


| Power to beſtow the public wealth on 


multitudes of hangers on, with all their 
relatives, friends, ſervants, and depen- 


dents, forming an innumerable claſs of 


| people ! 45 
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| Theſe, by the fall of their patrons, 


thought themſelves injured in their 


| hopes, and thus were fitted for every 
bad impreſſion by anger and mercenary 
prejudice. To theſe, the revengeful 


heads gave the cue, and all among 
their acquaintance, propogated ſtate fal- 


fities amidſt the unthinking multitude, 
that joined in the cry, though no way 


intereſted - or. injured. Thus it is no 
wonder that the enemies of Longinus 
were innumerable, nor that his fame 
was ſo vilely miſrepreſentet. 


From this envenomed junto full of 
rage, burſt forth indiſcriminate rancour 
and reflexion upon the legiſlature, and 


meeting in various parties, they gave 
vent to their paſſions; but ſtill they 
wanted ſome champions of more than 
common ſpirit, to lead them on againſt 
the grand object of their malice ; boldly 
to attack AE. and all thoſe who bore 
towards him the leaſt relation, to blacken 


his character, exaggerate his errors, aſ- 


perſe his conduct, depreciate his vir- 
tues, and raiſe lies againſt him, till by 
falſe alarms they diſpoſſeſſed him and 
reſtored themſe vles. a 


The 
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The infernal imps who hung hover- 
ing in mid air, knew their wants, and 


to ſupply them came to an adequate de- 


termination. Lucifer, the impious chief, 
and his fierce coadjutor faction, ſtole 


down in the capital of Alba, to ſelect 
two of the moſt atrocious among the 
well-known ſons of wickedneſs; who 


W were capacitated from the conſtruction 
of their bodily organs, and the eſſen- 


tial diſpoſition of mental faculties, firm- 


ed by the habitual approbation of the 


will in evil, to do their office with ſpi- 
rit, judgment, and reſolution. 
Though Lucifer, among his innu- 


W merable votaries, knew ſufficient num- 
bers that were abandoned to every vice, 


and were void of all principle and vir- 
tue ; yet he ſaw but few that could be 
truſted with the conduct of great crimes, 
and who had ſufficient abilities to per- 


fect his mighty work. At length, caſt- 


ing his eyes round the circle of a thea- 
tre, deep in the pit, he with glad ſurprize 
beheld a ſpirit congenial with his own, 


the criticiſing Furax. He was marking 
with keen, eye every the leaſt ſlip ki 
imperfection of the actors, whom he in- 
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tended to ſtab with the ſharp lampoon 

that whets its rage in black gaul. Lu- 

cifer found his whole ſoul was peculiarly 

turned for the vileſt part of ſatire, and 

that he had ſufficient ability for his 
purpoſe. 

Him he was regardful to procure, 
more eſpecially as he was a prieſt to the 
being whom he moſt hated, for in gain- 
ing him he would obtain a double tri- 
umph. - Behold, ſaid the arch apoſtate to 
the demon of faction, yon lion- featured 
Furax with front audacious, eye ſevere, 
and mouth tremendous; whoſe bony 
joints, muſcular powers, and nervous 
limbs adequate to his indicative viſage, 
denote a ferocious ſpirit to all reſtraint 
rebellious, - of every curb. diſdainful ; 
that will indulge to its genius like the 

Herce ſtallion, be riotous in joy, and out- 

rageous in freedom. Ever ardent and 
| vindictive, once inflame his ſoul, and 
his revenge will know no bounds. His 
fury will make him in action tremen- 
dous, and in words terrible. I mark him 
as my own, and leave him to thy inſpi- 
| ration "mT guidance. Pleaſed with their 
choice, 


1 55 P A S Q 1 N. | 57 
choice, the demons grinned dire fatis- 
faction. 

Furax the prieſt, was the ſon of an 
eccleſiaſtic, who deſtined him to the 
holy office for which he was utterly un- 
fir, without conſidering the turn of his 
robuſt genius, formed for a buſy world, 
to wrangle at the bar, fight boldly in 
the field of battle, or to' buſtle in the 
turmoils of trade. High of paſſions, 
with a ſtrong bias to ſenſuality and good 
fellowſhip; the beauty of virtue, in his 
eye appeared mean, while the deformity 
of vice, gained on his view a certain 
| noble boldneſs of expreſſion, not un- 
| pleaſing to his all-daring fancy. 

In his youth, unattentive to progreſ- 
ſive learning, he was a dunce of genius, 
and being at a great ſchool, where 
to a carèful method of teaching dead 
languages, a diſregard of morality pre- 
vails, he joined in his own perſon the 
boy and the rake. This was the foun- 
dation of his future falling off to wick- 
edneſs; O wretched Alba in the moſt 
material of things, public moral edu- 
cation thou art neglectful, though thou 
haſt before thee e pfes of a contrary 
i | | method 5 
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method in every wiſe nation. What do 


our public ſeminaries teach? Why the 
ns languages. But who forms the 
manners of the pupils? Who teaches 
head-ſtrong youth to curb their paſſions? 
Who ſets before their eyes the happineſs 
that attends an obedience to the pain- 


ful laws of virtue, and the miſery that 


follows an indulgence to vice? And 
Where is that juſt paternal but coercive 


authority over young people riſing to 


manhood, to reſtrain them from evil, 
and habituate them to good? You an- 
ſwer ; The young gentlemen learn La- 
tin and Greek if they pleaſe, while 


pretty girls and boon companions form 


their manners. Then they gain a tinc- 
ture of future elegance from horſes, equi- 


pages, grooms and gameſters, till a fo- 


reign tour . poliſhes off what few princi- 
ples remained, and they commence fine 
gentlemen | And why Alba haſt thou 
no public academies to bring the arts 
and ſciences to perfection for the good 
as well as honour of the country ? Re- 
bellion and the continent have drained 


* of all its treaſure ! [. 


Furax 


Furax e 0 FE a holy 
religion, whoſe ſacred ſanctions, doc- 
trine, and motives, were ſufficient to 
make the worſt of men good; but he, 
was not of. a turn of mind either ro ſuc- 
ceed or benefit by them. He married 
clandeſtinely, he was utterly unknown 
ro prudence. Impatient 1n adverſity, 
and unfit for proſperity; had he been 


fixed in a middling ſtation in the coun- 


try, he would have rode after the hounds, 
ſmoaked his pipe, drank his ale, hob- 
bled out his ſermons to a country audi- 
ence, and talked politics with the ſquire 
like any country parſon ; and after doz-. 


| ing away life, been buried and forgot 


among the ruſtic forefathers of the 
hamlet; then the world never would have 


been plagued with his petulant acrimony, 


divided now-whether to conſign him over 
to fame or infamy. Oblivion yy I am 


his beſt friend! 


. Furax, unable to gain preferment, 
and finding in his heart a vein for ſa- 
tire, he declared war againſt theatric 


heroes, and came off conqueror. Car- 
rying all by the daring ardor of a vi- 


olent temper, pointed remarks, and a 
| peculiar 
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peculiar but animated expreſſion, he 


was utterly deſtitute of that divine 
power which conſtitutes a poet. In the 
modelling his plans, he diſcovered no 


ſparks of a creative genius in the arts of 


invention, but he jumbled things toge- 
ther as well as he could, unknown to 


the delicacy of harmonious and grace- 


ful diſpoſition : where regular, he was 
r and trite, and where irregular, he 
left no ſtrokes of a wild Shakeſperian 
greatneſs but in garrulity. 
Far from poſſeſſing a fertile fancy, 


and a luxuriant imagination, his paint- 


ings were daubs, and his flowry fields ſte- 
ril. While he was a ſtranger; to the 
ſoft elegancies of a delicate taſte, that 


ſheds inimitable graces in the beautiful 


paths of genius and ſweet ſimplicity ; 
he was incapable of that dignified ma- 


| jeſty i in writing, that noble imagery and 


princely painting in thought, whoſe glo- 
rious pomp and ſtriking magnificence 


elevates the ſoul to riſe aloft with the 
ſoaring genius. Thus excelling in. no- 
thing but a reviling ſpirit, running muck 
At every character that diſpleaſed him, 


he was ene by many of his co- 
temporaries, 
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cotempories, in true fatirical writing. p 


His poems puffed up to fame by the 
breath of popular party, will ſoon, when 


that is no more, fall into the dark gulph 


of oblivion. In a word, his language 
was as a great mountain, whoſe ſnows, 


melting by ſudden heats, into violent 


ſtreams, ruſh impetuous down its rough- 
hewn ſides, and for ſome time overthrow 
all oppoſition, till they ſuddenly ſubſide 


and leave ſcarce any trace behind of 


their formidability. 


Crowned by unmerited proſperity, 


and independant of a world, whoſe 


modes he deſpiſed; he threw off the 
maſk, and appeared all himſelf, follow- 


ing unchecked the bent of his nature. He 
deſerted his god, under whoſe banner he 
had been ſome time enliſted; for the 
ſake of Mammon and licentiouſneſs, he 
forſook his altar, and with diſdain threw 
off his prieſtly robes. This was a tri- 
umph for the arch-apoſtate, and he was 
received with joy by the JO of difſi- 


parion.. 


Tired of the wife, and a man of too 


much conſequence to be tied by forms 
; and laws, either human or divine, he 


f ; ſeduced 


ſeduced the daughter of his friend, 
made the victim of his deſire a whore, 
and commenced, without much trouble 
of concealment, a notorious adulterer. 

Fluſhed with extreme ſucceſs, not the 

birth-right. of his genius, but the rav- 
ings of an inveterate party, whoſe tool 
he was, and whoſe ſpleen he gratified; 
he ſet no bounds to his extravagant ſoul, 
but inſtead of .checking his head-ſtrong 
paſſions he took a brutiſh glory that they 
were uncommonly ſtrong, and prided 
himſelf in indulging their irregularity, 
.as indications of ſuperior ſpirit ; proud 
of an inferior reputation among the vul- 
gar, that he was an odd creature. 

. Before he had more than half run the 


race which nature had marked, pre- 


ſuming on his robuſt conſtitution, he 
gave the jolly night to Momus, amidſt 
the votaries of jovial Bacchus, quaffing 
the roſy bumber with unſparing lips. 
Thus he wore out the ſtarry night in 
revelry, ſporting amorous with gayly 
poleaſing nymphs, and bringing on the 
purple- veſted morn amidſt the intempe- 
rance of voluptuous debauchery. Death, 
ſerpent- like, lurking devious . 
"OO NE 0 


the flowery leaves of pleaſure, conceal- 
ed from the heedleſs ſon of joy; pierced 
him with his envenomed ſting, whoſe 
quick poiſon contaminating. the fountain 
of life, ſet him in a fiery flame, and he 
was numbered among the dead in a fo- 
reign land. So much for intemperance! 
This ſpirited genio ſtood forth the 
.champion of the outs, againſt the hap- 
pier inns, who had diſpoſſeſt them, a 
crime among parties that cannot be for- 
given, and which calls up all the powers 
of envy, - malice, and revenge. Not in 
defence of his party did he draw his 
embittered pen, but to aſſault the op- 
poſition. Faction, that direful imp of 
darkneſs, inſpired his arid ſoul with 

more than uſual deſperation; and as far 
as malice, envy, ill-nature, revenge, and 
_ cruelty could be raiſed, gave him ſuch 
a furious enthuſiaſm, as made him go 

beyond himſelf in wickedneſs: but when 

he attempted any thing that had good- 
neſs for its object, when the graceful in 

poetry, the harmonious in verſification, 
the beautiful in imagery, the- flowery in 
_ expreſſion, and the ſtrikingly copious in 
the inventive powers were his aim; left 

a | gy 


yy : | — ADE 
als r 
e " * 
ö 
* 


64 PASQUIN. 
to himſelf, the attic fire cboled inte 
common vulearit Thus he cooked yp 
poems 'to feed the greedy appetite of 
party, delighting in garbage; and to ga- 
Ther the tax he laid upon the fooltſh 
into his thriftleſs exchequer. | 
_ Now all inflamed, he attacked Lon- 
ginus with unprecedented rancour. Hap- 
py for him in private life, his great 
character was irreproachable. Truly 
virtuous, he was not guilty of vices com- 
mon to the great, and practiſed by the 
vulgar. No adulter, no gameſter, and 
no bold irreligious debauchee; he was 
a good huſband, an excellent father, a 
kind maſter, and a judicious oeconomiſt: 
therefore Furax was obliged to quit a 
theme in which he muſt fail, and attack 
his public character, where the moſt 
upright is ever open to the calumny of 
cenſure, and error ſays to every frail 
mortal, thou art my ſon! 
| The libertine F urax, fighting incaſed 
ſecure in the armour of liberty, repre- 
ſented Longinus as taking every per- 
nicious meaſure, flattering his maſter 
to undo his country, and to trample on 


its facred laws, rights, and privileges. 
He 
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He painted him as laying down and 
purſuing the moſt dreadful ſchemes, for 
the full deſtruction of liberty, the dar- 
ling of the Albans; as forging immortal 
fetters to chain them down in bondage, 
till his royal maſter, arriving at abſolute 


power, became arbitrary in all his 
dictates, and acted the moſt cruel ty-' 


ranny. 


The royal perſon, indeed, he held in 


ſome awe, only hurling at him the con-' 
cealed darts of implied malice, which 
often glanced at Zenobia. Bur as toall 
that bore the leaſt relation to the op- 
polite party, he cut them up with a 
butcher's clever, or the bungling knife 


of a cruel aſſaſſinator. Every the leaſt 


flip in public or private life, that he 
could learn againſt them, or forge by 
à plauſible artifice, he would draw out 
in glowing colours, and exagerate their 
turpitude, for there lay his talent. 
Inſpired by potent Bacchus, the roſy 
god of ſparkling wine, ſee how he ſits a- 
midſt his admiring companions ! Hark 


how the loud ſhouts of praiſe burſt in cla- 


mourous peels of acclamation ! With 
greedy ears he drinks the intoxicating 


8 Vol. I. E applauſe, 
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applauſe T hey extol him as a god, or 
at leaſt the ſaviour of a diſtreſſed nati- 
on! His heart trembles convulſive de- 
ght! The mighty health goes round 
! = the full brimmed curſe amidſt ag- 
gravating ſhouts. With ſtaggering hand 

he carries the ruby juice afſenting ! And 
now full of the god of faction, he looks 
down and meditates a coming rhapſody. 
Silent awe ſeizes the jovial crew; and 
now behold he ſtarts up mad as the en- 
thuſiaſtic bacchanalian, and furious as 
the ſibyl of Apollo, beginning to 
phecy. He catches up the pen 1 ol ſa- 
tire, and ſtaggering to the mighty ef- 
fort, like 'a-dreadful cannon, he vomits 
out tremendous verſe againſt his foes, 
with a roar of outragious joy, and then, 
the fit over, he falls dead drunk a · ſleep 
on the floor, to recruit his 3 
ſpirits. 2 

Thus to de were owing many 
of his productions, and the ravings of 
a drunken muſe, were ever the moſt 
malignant. Not only the perſon of the 
devoted miniſter, his meaſures, defen- 
fenders, party and adherents; but the 
bt N men . his e, 755 
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the northern nation itſelf were aſperſed, 


with a malice never to be matched 


any thing, but the patience of all the 


injured, who diſdained with the utmoſt 


wiſdom and prudence ever to recrimi- 


nate. Nay, not to leave unfung every 
ſuggeſtion of ſpite, that could bear the 
the leaſt colour of probability, his lying 
muſe repreſented the monarch's friends 
as traitors, rebels, and villains. | 

| To the clergy, under whoſe patron- 
age, he had no chance of riſing, he 


owed a deſperate grudge; and having 
forſook the gownſmen, which he hear- 
tily deſpiſed, he was not backward to 
pay them ſeverely off. At the dignified 


prelates, he . his loudeſt thun- 


der, and the lightning of his muſe 


ſearched them out, and pierced them in 


their deepeſt retirement. His valiant 


invectives detected them, and dragged 
them forth to public uniſhment; where 
to all their known faili ings, he proved a 


ſcourge of ſcorpions, yoid of al mer- 
cy, for ever exaggerating. the frailty of 


human nature, with the frowning brow 


of auſterity. But terrible as he was in 


his Juſtice, unforgiving i in his revenge, 
: 22 and 
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and barbarous in his executions, in all 
the fury of his verſifying, he ſcarcely 
ever ſatirized ſo bad a man as HIMSELF! 
Thus at length Furax exhauſted his 
loquacious mule, her clamour began to 
_ ſubſide, and her ſcolding tongue tiring 
itſelf, at laſt became mute. As he had 
ſufficiently gratified the moſt poignant 
paſſions, vanity and revenge had little 
more to ſay ; his arrows all ſpent, his 
enemies defeated, and having reaped 
the lucky harveſt of his muſe, he had 
thoughts of retiring among the Gauls, 
at once to ſcreen himſelf from the rage 
of his exaſperated foes, and enjoy a 
gay triumph among the ſons of jollity. 
That reſolve put in execution coſt 
him his life, for preſuming on a ſtrong 
conſtitution, deſperate in his enjoy- 
ments, and careleſs of events, he ever 
diſregarded the voice of prudence. 
Caution was to him an abject virtue, and 
fearful forbearance, mean-ſpiritednels. 
He would gain a fame by quitting the 
common beaten paths, and doing what 
few dared to do, let what might be the 
conſequence, vainly fancying that his 


_ admirable talents would plead apology 
i ER» for 
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for all his various acts of imprudence, 
agreeable to the falſe notion, that the 
wiſeſt people frequently do the moſt 
fooliſh actions. „% pop? 
Now having done all his worſt, and 
proved himſelf by habitual indulgence, 
a dangerous man; amidſt his gayeſt 
companions in the blyth ſummer of 

life, and at the banquets of feſtivity, 
fate ſigned his fall, the deſtinies cut the 
thread of life, and death pierced him to 
the heart. Then his ſpirit took wing to 
thoſe regions, whence few inhabitants 
| are permitted to return, and give long- 
ing mortals a hiſtory of their immortal 
kingdom. Deluded Furax, ruined by 
proſperity, and infatuated by popular 
praiſe, had virtue and goodneſs been 
your aim, had you exerted the talents 
you abuſed in politics, to the improve- 
ment of your nature, and the bene- 
fit of the flock you deſerted ; your-mo- - 
ments might have been comfortable 
here, and hereafter you might have met 
an immortality worthy your love, of 


End of the Second Book. 
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Satin ond Fa#ion coming down Back clouds, 
in ſearch of a proſaic champion, behold 
Paſguint turning morality into letchery 
and blaſphemy, and they chuſe him as 
The moſt wicked of mortals. His hiſtory 
 piven, and charatter delineated. His 
35 fortune ruined by extravagance, he ſeeks 
Yo repair it in à good place; but is re- 
jelted by Longinus, againſt whom he 
Vowws revenge. Paſquint retires in a 
4v00d at midnight, and invokes tbe in- 
Ferna powers. He attacks the peace. 
' The progreſs of detrattion deſcribed. 
Zenobia's true charatter, reflected on the 
 mirrer of truth, and held up as an ex- 
ny Zo: the great. Longinus retires. 


HEN grim Lucifer and s 
Faction deſcended from the tmoa- 

ky regions of concealment, in ſearch of 
| rofaic champion; in their devious 
= of 7 after ã mortal of * 
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who was void of principles, they beheld 
the back of one; meditating an eſſay of 
curious wickedneſs, which conſiſted of 
turning a fine piece of moral philoſo- 


phy into the rankeſt bawdy and the 


moſt vile blaſphemy. The invilible 
agents alighted in the apartment of Paſ- 


quint, but what was the aſtoniſhment 


of Lucifer when he firſt beheld his. up- 
lifted viſage ! Starting back at the gor- 


nic aſpect, he cried to Faction, and 


| ſwore by Tartarys, he had found al- 
moſt his equal in a mortal, for ſee his 
eye demonic, mark the hell within 


him ! Nature prophetic of the future 


nature in the moſt conſpicuous part of 
his frontiſpiece, that all the world, when 


_ traitor, branded him with a plain ſig- 


they beheld him, with certain aſſurance 


might. ſay—THERE GOES A VILLAIN |! 


Let us retire, he wants none of our in- 
ſpiration, for he has made himſelf more 
wicked than the devil himſelf can render 


him, ſo I will leave him my viſible ſub- 


ſtitute, and accordingly they retreated, 
Tkulking in the cloudy hemiſphere to 


avoid the guards of Seraphiel, cautious 


of detection, but ever at hand to aid 


n;, 
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| -* the bigotted party, fired by the two re: 
= bellious incendiaries. 

Paſquint was brought up to the ſtudy 
of laws, and after his father's 14 
who was an opulent trader, he became 
poſſeſſed of a handſome fortune; add to 
which, he married a worthy lady whoſe 
Portion was conſiderable, which joined 

to his own, had he been a perſon of 
common prudence, he might have lived 
not only comfortably, but might have 
enjoyed life in an agreeable ſplendor 
with reputation, and have rendered him- 
ſelf and family happy. But a libertine 
at his ſoul, with high paſſions, and a | 
violent propenſity to. lawleſs delight, he 
diſdained all reſtraint, moral and di- 

vine; and aſſociated with the gay, the 
centious and debauched; among whom 
he was an acceptable companion, as 
| having ſuperior talents, which he gree- 
dily proſtituted to the vileſt purpoſes of 

Pre 4s | 
Though better taught i in 1 the laws of 

his country, than moſt of the filly 
thougzhtleſs race of bucks and pleaſure- 
hunters; though he knew that no bo- 
e politic * ſubſiſt without reli- 

gion, N 
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gion, and that moſt governors of the 
world, obliged their ſubjects to be of 
the national religion, or at leaſt not to 
' depreciate a ſyſtem of cuſtoms and rites 
neceſſary to good order; yet in defiance 
of his own better judgment, and con- 
tempt of the legiſlature that protected 
his property and perſon from outrage, 2; 
he would groſsly in public, among his | 
debauched crew, violate his duty to his 
king and country; and not only diſſent 
from a belief. of religion, but would 
jeſt upon its moſt ſacred myſteries, ſtrive 
to render its holy rites ridiculous, and 
endeayour to prove its divine author a 
vile impoſtor, its heavenly ſyſtem, no- 
thing but impious prieſteraft, and its 
righteous ſanctions a bubble, carried art- 
fully on by the legiſlature, to dupe the 
world and make arrant ſlaves of man- 
kind. . ie 
1 by the groveling herd of 


ſots, beneath him in point of capacity, 


though having as good a will to be as 
wicked, they careſt him as one that 
broke the little religious bondage which 
held their low ſouls, relieved them from 
every check of conſcence, and every 
ns 5 ſcruple 
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ſeruple of hereafter. Now he had proved 
religion all a farce, and the ſtale jeſt fu- 
turity, a mere old woman's tale; he was 
conſidered as the champion of free · born 
minds, the prophet of infidelity, and 
the firſt of noble ſouls, WhO dared to 
think and act freely. 

Puffed up with exceſs f vanity, at 
once to extend and perpetuate his fame, 


a he reſolved to write a goſpel worthy ſuch 


* 


a prophet. He conſidered, that many 
"if the great deiſts who had gone before 
him, had wrote in proſe ; this carrying 
on one argument, and that another, as 

ve ſolid authors; but that the more 
learned doctors of the church had re- 
futed them in general, had eſtabliſhed 


their religion, and too often. triumphed 


cover them, in ſpite of all the fineſſe of 


artifice, and the pettiſnneſs of wit. He 
therefore pitched upon verſification for 
the vehicle of his glory; but when he 
came to try the force of his genius, the 
ſoul of which is invention, he found 
out his own natural poverty utterly at a 
Toſs, and all he thought upon was con- 
demned by! his cooler Judgment, 1 

1 
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At length, egregious thought and 
greatly beneath himſelf, he and his 
friend reſolved on the meaneſt work of 
oenius—miſerable parody !—and half- 
witted annotations ! and ſtill to degrade 
himſelf into the loweſt abyſs of vice; 
they pitched upon one of the fineſt and 
moſt moral poetical eſſays that ever was 
wrote in any language, and reverſive of 
the philoſopher's ſtone, they turned the 
pureſt gold into the droſs of the baſeſt 
metal. The fulſome bawdy, which their 
poem concealed, like ſnakes amidſt net- 
tles, was ſcarcely calculated for the me- 
ridian of draymen, and the impious blaſ- 
phemy which it contained, was, though 

a poor apology for the no-thinkers, and 
the moſt unprincipled ſet of men, but 
a vile affront to common ſenſe. 

The great reaſon why ſo many ſen- 
ſible men were againſt the religion pro- 
feſt in Alba, was, becauſe of all reli- 
gions that ever exiſted, it was the moſt 
ſpiritual, while it addreſſed itſelf to 
alarm, not ſoothe the ſenſes. Its ter- 
rible ſanctions are ſet againſt thoſe cri- 
minal indulgences, which men of high 
daſſions value above immortality; its re- 
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wards are only offered to the benevo- 
lent'y obedient ; while to the belief of 
mankind, it propoſes wondrous myſte. 
ries, which though tranſcending the 
reach of reaſon, yet are compatible to the 

rules of impartial judgment. But to the 
glory of its truth, while bold ſenſualiſts 
dare reject it as impoſture, yet the great- 
eſt men of genius, judgment, and in- 
tegrity, ,have not only believed it, but 
ſtood up boldly the defenders of its rec- 
megde. 

Conſcious to himſelf of being ob- 
noxious to puniſhment, if he made it 
Public, he printed the famous eſſay in his 

dwn houſe, to diſtribute it for the uſe 
of his friend, and to eſtabliſh his fame. 
Though he pleads he had no intention 
to make it public, yet when it got out 
Gf his own hands, he could not be an- 
f#crable for his friends; and thus he 
Þ debauch mankind, and propagate 

Wickedneſs, without the plea of profit. 
Barbarous wantonneſs to render a looſe 
age more fooliſh, that calls upon the 
 Wagiſtrate, to reſtrain a licentiouſneſs 
of opinions and manners, which if they 
Lg on from worſe to worſe, will be the 

| I | ruin 
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ruin of the community. Impiouſly blaſ- 
pheming his god, it is no wonder a per- 
ſon ſo profane, to ſerve the purpoſes of 
his own bad heart, ſhould revile his 
| righteous king. 
Thus ſquandering his time and mo- 
ney in diſſipation, in riotous exceſſes, 
and the indulgence of forbidden bliſs, 
he hurt his fortune; and not being ſuf- 
fered to finger his wife's ſettlement, tir- 
ed of matrimonial reſtraint, and full of 
glorious libertiniſm, he ſeparated from 
the partner, to whom he had vowed an 
union for life. Such choice ſpirits, 
and -free ſouls, by their daring abilities, 
ſurely have forced down from the office - 
of fate, a diſpenſation againſt forms and 
modes, cuſtoms, uſages, and laws, 
which bind the herd below them; and 
independant as a god, have a licence to 
do whatever they pleaſe. Thus they 

ſet themſelves up for what: they really 
are - unaccountable beings! But a word 
with you, ye fancied gods: however, 
the ſupreme governor of univerſe, ſuf- 
fers you on this ſtage, to carry on your 
bold enormous crimes with 1mpunity 
yet his viſible ſubſtitute, the ſupreme . 
NY . 
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magiſtrate of the kingdom, from the 


duty which he owes to his high ſtation, 


hall tetect your impieties, drag you 
from your ſhelter, and in ſpite of re- 


bellious clamour, ſhall cruſh you beneath 
that puniſhment due to your crimes, 
and which injured juſtice has ſo long 
demanded from the patience of merc1- 


ful forbearance! 
Paſquint, as was the uſage of needy 


Aids. who reſolved to hve upon their 


country; in order to repair his con- 
ſumptive fortune, got himſelf elected 
into the ſenate, and connected himſelf 
as much as poſſible with the party then 
in power, which happened to be that 


- eld-tnnghed one, which was fabricated 
from the ruins of Volpone's. This vile 


Junto was actuated by the ſame ſprings 
and movements, which Volpone gave 


his creatures. Under the ſpecious pre- 


tence of not encroaching on national 
liberty,” they were daily ſapping the 
foundation of government, and driv- 
ing all from place and power, but of 


their own complexion; and were aſli- 


milating the nation as faſt as-poſſible to 


themſelves, e ſome of the worthy 
| who 
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who waited for happier. ſeaſons, and 
deſpiſed a coalition. Ot tres 

Falſly prophecying from its length of 
poſſeſſion, that the dire cabal was im- 
mortal; he ſtudied the heads and the 
ruling men in power, particularly the 
place-diſpenſing Spanelli, who from a 
luſt of power without abilities, had been 
for a long time the grand tool of the 
party, however it changed its head; and 
according to direction, beſtowed offices 
of truſt, power, and profit, on the du- 
tiful creatures of its command. But 
terrible fall to his ambition! juſt as 
Paſquint had cultivated the favour of 
the great ones, had given ſpecimens. of 
his abilities, diſplayed his will and pow- 
er to be a uſeful tool; juſt as he was 
going to receive the reward of proſti- 
tution, lo! a change kappened in the 
ſyſtem of government! Death ſnatched 
away the king, who ever ſhowed an un- 
grateful diſregard for a country that de- 
ſerved better of him, and which he ak 
moſt . ruined. But kind ' providence 
placed on the throne a virtuous prince, 
who had the nation's good at heart had 
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he not been obſtructed in his generous 


intentions. 
Thus the falſe idol of party was at- 
tacked, ov erthrown, demoliſhed, ſepe- 


rated, and at length melted away, and 


its very name extirminated. Its impi- 
ous temple was raſed to the earth, 


where the moſt abominable rites were 
erformed, and all its horrid prieſts, 


and bigotted votaries ſcattered, never 


more to unite. This was a blow that 


ſtunned our adventurer in the garden of 
politics, all his blooming hopes were 
ſcattered in the wind, and the ripening 
fruit of his ambition were utterly blaſt- 
ed. He was entered too far to turn 
back, and being rejected by Longinus, 
whom he courted, nothing now remain- 


ed bur deſperate .revenge: hence he 


reſolved to attack the fatal cauſe of his 
diſappointment, be what would the con- 
ſequence. 


This the diſpoſſeſſed crew knowing, 
they elected him their champion againſt 


their enemies, well aſcertained of his 


powers, and he accepted the choice; 
when ſome of the more knowing, not 


of. their ſide, but willing to uſe them 
| as 
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as their engine, gave him ſometimes mat- 
ter to go upon, as beſt ſerved their pur- 


poſes; laughing all the while at his cre- 5 


dulity; and when their turn was an- 
ſwered, they threw him by as a uſeleſs , 


tool. In the hour of danger they de- 


nied him, and left him as he deſerved, 
in the lurch. 


When he took upon himſelf the great + 


office, and became enliſted under the ban- 
ner of faction, at midnight, in an awful 
grove, gloomy and diſmal, thro* whoſe 


chickſet branches, the ſilent moon ſnone, 
low ſinking in the weſt a diſaſterous 


creſcent; he retired ruminating in his 
angry foul; deſperate revenge. Solemn- 
ly, he then invoked the infernal powers 
to give auxiliary aſſiſtance. Oh! arm me, 
he cried; with your moſt terrible wea- 
pons, that I may thunder in my para- 
graphs, and ſpeak daggers in my ex- 
preſſions. Let my ſentiments ruſh like 
lightning, point my periods with rank- 
ling poiſon, and let revenge; faction, 
rebellion, and impiety fill me with their 
inſpirations. Hear this ye infernal po- 
ers, he cried, if ſueh there be, for 1 
diſavow the prieſtcraft cant of ſupernal 
33 agency 
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agency. As he ended the night-ow! 
with flapping wing, ſcreeched horrible 
the ſilent grove ſhuddered through its 
leafy branches! Black clouds ſnatched 
off the pale moon! The winds: aroſe, 


red flaſhes of lightning darted a- croſs 


the hills they revealed for a moment, and 
the pavement of heaven appeared ſhook 
with tremendous thunder! Satan invi. 
ſibly cropping a branch of bay and 
| holly, dropped them on his flanderous 
head, and he took them for a good omen. 
The ſame unjuſtifiable ſpirit, which 
actuates the miniſtry of arbitrary power, 
to depreſs the people, and hold them in 
perpetual ſlavery, inflames the factious 
in a free ſtate to vilify the legiſlature, 
and both ſpring from the ſame princi- 
ple, ſelfiſhneſs. In a large kingdom, 
though the prince and miniſtry are as 
upright in their intentions as angels, yet 
fo frail is the nature of man, and fo 
weak his execution, that there muſt con- 
tinually happen ſomething or other to 
diſpleaſe the diſcontented. Theſe peo- 
ple, incapable of coming at the right 
owledge of things, muſt form wrong 
judgments, will fet up ſurmiſe for mat- 
WS „C "8 -< - "Io! 
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ter of fact, and arguing from wrong 


| uy their deductions can never 


right. at not being employ- 
ed, or cenie of thoſe who are more 
fortunate and deſerving, the temper of 
their minds is ever diſpoſed -to' give a 
wrong turn to things, and the Jaindiesd 
eye of partiality perceives all it beholds 
of a ſickly complexion. © 
Not ſatisfied with venting their ſpleen 
againſt their governors, when their unrea- 
nable expeCtation is not anſwered; diſ- 
content hurls the darts of malice at the 


miniſtry if the ſeaſons are dad, proviſi- 


ons dear, and if there happen unforeſeen 
national misfortunes. Sheltering them 
ſelves under the garb of liberty, they 
diſcharge their ſpite againſt their betters, 
attack the miniſtry right or wrong, aſ- 
perſe their Wen, and Ig even 
providence. —_ 

Theſe vile out- criers for Ubbrry, © are 
the greateſt tyrants. in the world, they 
acknowledge no laws, though cheir cry. 
is law, and they murder characters with 
the ſame arbitrary cruelty,” as baſhaws 


deſtroy the refractory. Whenever theſe 


licentious wretches, who rail at the go- 
F 2 = vernment 
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vernment that gives them protection, 
with the utmoſt acrimony; when they 
come into power, none trample ſo cru- 


elly on freedom as they, none more ea- 


ſily become the tools of a bad cauſe, 
and none have ſuch iron hearts againſt 
thoſe who offend them. 

Nay at the beſt, theſe violent enthu- 
ſiaſts, are ever, like the bigots in religion, 


to be ſuſpected; and if ſincere friends, are 
often the worſt enemies to liberty, by li- 


centiouſly irritating government, till it 


ſtrikes a bold ſtroke and overturns that 
Freedom, which it would not have at- 


tempted, but from the repeated inſults 


of a few intereſted wretches, and the 
clamourous diſaffected; who at the bot- 
tom, have ſome ſiniſter deſign i in view, 


and not public good! 

A free people, when they ſuppoſe the 
miniſtry are endeavouring to infringe the 
liberty of the ſubject, are exerciſing op- 


 Preſſive meaſures, and carrying on plans re- 


plete with national diſadvantage; they have 


a right to remonſtrate, and to declare 
their grievances with a becoming ſpirit; 


but ſo ſacred is the legiſlature, and ſo tick- 
liſh is 9 that the lawleſs PE, 
SE | | who 
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who dares deny all reverence for govern- 
ment which protects his perſon and pro- 
perty; he, who defames his king, and 
endeavours to alienate the hearts of his 
ſubjects, is a rank traitor to his country 
and the laws; is a rebel to his king, 
and as ſuch, for the benefit of mankind, 
and the henour of God, he ought to be 
treated. So may all they, who trample 
on laws human and divine, and all the 
enemies of a mild government periſh : 
for Alban liberty can alone receive her 
_ dying ſtabs, but from the dagger of that 
hypocrite liberty-bawling Faction! 
Now Paſquint elated with hope, took 

his pen in hand, in order to write him- 
ſelf and friends into place and power, 
drive Longinus from the throne, and 
fruſtrate all the beſt laid plans of a 
court, that reſolved to ſet the things to 
rights, which in the laſt reign were 
gone to ruin. The miſerable party, 
for which Paſquint was champion, after 
fleecing the nation for two' reigns, were 
entered in a war; which by their blun- 
ders, their wickedneſs and folly was ſo 
conducted, that the nation was drove to 
the precipice of deſtruction, and was juſt . 
„ falling 
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falling never more to recover itſelf; when 
their avowed enemy, the friend of Al- 
fred, ſo conducted by providence, ſtep- 
ed in, and not only ſaved the ſinking 
kingdom, but recovered Alba to its na- 
ent glory by unparalleled ſucceſſes. 
But at length peace became neceſſary, 
though the baſe intereſted, which are 
always very numerous, cry out for war. 
To make a peace adequate to the con- 
queſts was impoſſible; for the enemy, 
who have a thouſand reſources, would 
never conſent to ſuch diſhonour till drove 
by neceſſity, which never can be in the 
power of a trading people, and the at- 
tempt would be next to madneſs, or if 
ſucceſsful, would ſoon bring on a deſpe- 
rate war of recovery. Longinus under- 
took to bear the odium of clamour, and 
made peace for Alba, by much the beſt 
ſhe ever gained before, and what glo- 
riouſly ſecured the northern empire, 
waich- eaujed the war.  . 
Yet theſe very wretches, Spanelli and 
his intereſted party, who had entered into 
ſuch deſtructive wars on the continent, 
uſeleſs and pernicious to Alba ; and who 
had made ſuch diſhonourable_ Fees, 
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(for a peace the bunglers could not even 
patch up) theſe deſpicable creatures were 
the loudeſt againſt the beſt maritime 
peace Alba had ever poſſeſſed. Exceſ- 
ſive, and beyond all compare, was the 
outcry againſt the court. Had eve1 
thing been given up to the enemy, had 
the nation been ſold, and the people ut- 
terly reduced to curſed bondage, the 
clamourous anger of envenomed re- 
venge, could not have been more out- 
rageous. e 
Here the invidious Paſquint and the 
envious party diſplayed their inflamma- 
tory talents to a perfection unattempted 
before ! Not content with painting out 
the ill-fated miniſter, in colours the moſt 
ſhocking, and repreſenting him in at- 
titudes the moſt ridiculous : they gave 
him vices which he deteſted, and follies 
to which he was an utter ſtranger. 'Then 
the rancour of their villainy began to 
glance at the moſt virtuaus matron, till 
ſerpent- like, turning its peſtiferous head, 
4 - in the face of the ſovereign it- 
elf. | 
Thus ancient and modern hiſtory were 
ranſacked to find out the moſt _— 
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characters and tyrants, that were a dif- 
grace to human nature, in order to fit 
them to his actions, and make him odi- 
ous. The falſeſt compariſons, ſtraining 
the features to form a monſtrous like- 
neſs were made, and every unfair a& 
of writing, beneath ſcholars, and un- 
worthy gentlemen, were uſed in the moſt 
vulgar language. Meantime the mi- 
niſtry laid an unpopular tax, which gave 
faction a handle for the bittereſt invec- 
tives. Inſtead of dutifully remonſtrating, 
party rage broke out in a cry that a- 
larmed the body of the people. 

Now there were no bounds ſet to the 
indecency of furious expreſſions. The 
miniſter was attacked from all quarters, 
but the general that commanded the 
aſſault was Paſquint, who was bent on 
his deſtruction, as far as his little con- 
ſequence could reach. He and Furax 
pictured Longinus as the worſt of men, 
as well as the moſt rapacious miniſter, 
whoſe only plan was to deſtroy the li- 
berty of. Alba, to overturn its glorious 
conſtitution, and render the king a ty- 
rant, as arbitrary as the Grand Seig- 
Alor, 1 or the Great Mogul. 1 
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No ſtone was left unturned, not on- 


ly to render Longinus odious to the 


people, but an abomination, and eve 
raſh and baſe aſſertion that hatred could 
dictate, and villainy publiſh, were put 


forth as topics of belief; with an aps 


parent rebellious intent to foment the 
vulgar againſt the adminiſtration. For 


this purpoſe the majeſty of kings was 


no longer ſacred, ruffian faction, hand 
in hand with atrocious ſcandal, threw 
out artful inſinuations againſt the wif- 
dom of the ſupreme governor. Nay, 
though he was the moſt virtuous of men, 
they raiſed execrable lies, and propa- 


gated their deteſtable forgeries, till they 


were deſpiſed by a populace, greedy to 


ſwallow any ſcandal againſt their betters. 


Their next ſtep, in conſequence of 
this, was to declare, with a poſitiveneſs un- 


known to modeſt truth, that the miniſter 


was abſolutely, to all intents and purpoſes, 


the favourite of the king, whom they 


had given what character beſt ſuited their 


evil intentions. Then the crew turned 
prophets, very regularly aſſigned the 


miſchief that would follow, and drew 
19 | 8 Pictures 
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pictures of coming evils terrible beyond 


expreſſion. 

But their maſter-piece of wickedneſs, 
and of the blackeſt die, was their cru- 
elly aſſaulting the amiable character of 
the virtuous Zenobia, which they did 
with unremitting malice, and a barba- 
rity unprovoked, as never can be in- 


ſtanced. But be her fame reſcued from 
ruffians— yet hence flattery—be ſilent 


ye paraſites; let truth hold up its own 
ret and reflect her actions for an 
mple to the moſt exalted ſtations. 

Beho d then O envy, and be tortured! 
As a virgin, ſhe was remarkable for 


the pleaſing affability of politeneſs,” at 
the ſame time, ſhe kept up the dignity 


of her exalted birth. Attaining the ele- 


gant accompliſhments of high life, ſhe ne- 


ver gave way to any unbecoming pleaſure, 
and never indulged any bad paſſions, by 
which, though charming in the loveli- 
neſs of her perſon, and noble from her 
royal family, pride, vanity, ſelf- love, and 
haughtineſs, were ſtrangers to ber be- 
nevolent breaſt. 


In the marriage ſtate, ſhe beamed 


Forth a fair pattern of connubial amity. 


Inſte 5 


Inſtead of leach i into the OR Ss 
the pleaſure, and ſuperiority of her ele- 
vated rank, ſhe enobled herſelf by do- 
meſtic oeconomy. She was to her ever 
fond approving lord, the moſt affectionate 
wife, the conſtant companion, and the 
tender friend of ſuch a delicate fidelity, 
as fitted her to be truſted with great af. 
fairs, into whoſe merits ſhe was capa- 
ble of entering, by being bleſt with 
wers of mind, that could juſtly ad- 
viſe in the moſt critical ſituation. Thus 
the tranſcending excellency of her me- 
rit, ever met with due returns from 
her princely partner, whoſe good judg- 
ment ſaw its value, and whoſe honour 
gladly paid the juſt acknowledgment. 
Let ſtrict juſtice attend the royal wi- 
dow. Jovial feſtivity, mirth, and gaie- 
ty, ſhall never find her in the paths ot 
pleaſure, and the temple of luxurious 
delight! But if ſhe appears ſo little in 
public, in what manner did ſhe employ 
her time? Inſtead of engaging in nu- 
merous companies of the nobility, inſtead 
of mixing in gay aſſemblies, hurrying to 
plays, operas, balls, maſquerades, and ri- 
dottos, ſhe exerciſed herſelf in acts of pi- 
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ety to heaven, and benevolence to the 
human race. She ſuperintended the edu- 
cation of her children, that they ſhould 
be no more wanting in religion and mo- 
rality, than in the accompliſhments of 
politeneſs, by which they might be at once 
finiſhed perſons of quality, and worthy 
men. Fit to educate. young princes, 
her good judgment ſelected a gentleman 
of probity and virtue, bleſt with deco- 
rum and politeneſs; who having the 
good of his pupils at heart, executed 
his office with integrity and univerſal 
approbation. 
Yet irreproachable as has been the 
conduct of Zenobia, a virulent mob, 
inſtigated and inflamed by Paſquint and 
his abettors, repreſented the virtuous 
matron, in the moſt ſhocking and inde- 
cent manner, and placed her in the moſt 
ſcandalous light. As it 1s the nature of 
the mind, when once it has broken down 
the fence of virtue, to ruſh into all 
manner of vice with greedineſs; fo 
when the vicious begin any new ſpecies 
of wickedneſs, they ſet no bounds to 
their crimes, defying heaven and earth! 
Thus the enemies of truth, virtue, and 
| honour, 
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honour, ſnarled at the fame of Zeno- 
bia, like curs barking at chaſte Diana, 
in her ſilver orb of light. 

Irritated with the moſt infernal male- 
volence, and an implacable thirſt of re- 
venge, they took every baſe method to 
depreciate her worth, render her odious, 
and to ſet her up a mark for publick 
revenge. The diabolic aſſaſſins ſtabbed 
her character in the dark, and cruelly 
mangled her honour, Win ut the leaſt 
ground of authority or reaſon. | 

But as the wickedneſs of the male- 
contents was aſtoniſhing, aſtoniſhing 
likewiſe was the patience of Zenobia ! 
Supported within by the ſelf ſatisfaction 
of conſcious virtue, the darts of inve- 
terate malignity, fell hurtleſs from the 
ſhield of innocence; and while the hearts 
of her enemies were torn by the moſt 
rancourous paſſions, her boſom was at 
eaſe, and ſhe at once pitied and deſ- 
piſed the miſerable wretches who were 
beneath her anger. 

At length, after having 8 the 
vile cormorants, Longinus retired from 
public buſineſs, yet they were equally 
fagitious, | 3 Why, as the object of 

their 
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their * was removed? The queſtion 
is eaſily anſwered. They hated Longinus, 
not becauſe he injured his country, but 
becauſe he prevented their longer prey- 
ing upon the vitals of a nation, they had 
almoſt devoured by their voracious ava- 
rice. Had he called them into place 
and power, they would have fallen down 
before the golden image, and adored 
what before they ſo heinoully reviled, as 
all they roared for was Place and Pen- 
n 
So when the vile ann race have 
been drove: back into their native com- 
mon, from the rich flowery meadow, into 
which they had forced their way, and 
pampered themſelves in luxurious re- 
paſts; with wiſhful eyes they look back 
on the delicious herbage, and awkwardly 
ſtrive to enter. again, - which finding 
impracticable, they ſet up loud rough 
rebellowing brayings horribly diſcordant, 
which echo round the valleys, and the 
frightened cattle, forgetting their paſ- 
tures, | ſtart up amazed, and looking 
round, view with e the ſtupid 
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The AR GUM E NT: 


Paſquint, deſerted by bis friends gets no 


Place, the object of all his clamour. 


Deſperate he attacks his ſovereign. The 


nation is alarmed.. A miniſter, on bring- 
ing Paſquint to juſtice, is rather preci- 
pitate. A due exertion of government 


recommended with ſpirit, The ſenate 


unwilling to protect Paſquint, who was 


4 member, after being wounded in a 
duel, he flies into Gaul, and is outlaw- 


ed, but finding a flaw in the law pro- 
ceeding, he viſits his country, not bet- 
tered by his misfortunes, offers himſelf 


a candidate for the metropolis, but is 


refuſed with diſgrace. He is condemned 
and impriſoned. Paſquint's mob grows 


direfully feditious, to the terror of the 
capital. A full impartial deſcription of 


the riot before the priſon, and the fall 


* 


of ſeveral riotors. 


AS QU] NT was now at fault, he 


had wrote like any thing, and ſtill 
he was not called into place. He found 


his 
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his abettors were not his hearty friends, 
but were making him an egregious 
tool and a cat's-paw. When he tried 
his ſtrength by opening a ſmall ſubſcrip- 
tion, for the very writings which had raiſ- 
ed his fame, and for which he had been 
ſo highly extolled by his faction, he ſaw 
and bewailed his want of conſequence, 
and the light in which he was held by 
the gentry. Trembling he found him- 
ſelf nobody, for though he begged but 
a trifling contribution, very few parted 
witk their money, among thoſe who 
had been loud in his praiſe ; and though 
ſtill adored by a noiſy mob, his heart 
ſunk within him, and he curſed his diſ- 
aſterous fate ! 
Fancying himſelf conqueror over his 
northern enemy, full of venom he me- 
ditated a mighty blow, and was coming 
now to fill up the meaſure of his ini- 
quity. Like the arch apoſtate, the grand 
author of evil, he reſolved to attack, 
though unprovoked, the king himſelf, 


Accordingly, not being ſurprized by 
paſſion, but from malice-aforethought, 
he wrote a moſt infamous libel, and 
boldly made it public, Like a mad 

V animal 
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animal, he had hit before all around 
him, and now collecting all his poiſon, 
he flew at his maſter before he expired. 
The nation was aſtoniſhed, and ſtood in 
filent expectation of the conſequence. 
Though patience was a virtue be- 
coming the matron benevolence of Ze- 
nobia, under the opprobrious calumny 
of envenomed ſlander, in the public 


character of ſovereign, to have been ſi- 


lent, would have betrayed want of dig- 
nity; and neutral forbearance muſt have 
been to all the wondering world, a ta- 
cit acknowledgment, that the moſt in- 
famous falſhood was truth; and that 
kings ought to be reviled, traduced, 
and hunted from their throne, by a ſet 
of worthleſs wicked wretches, united in 
a vile party. Accordingly a great offi- 
cer of ſtate, ſtood up to defend the ho- 
nour of Britannicus, and reſcue the in- 
vaded character of his ſovereign from 
. traitors, and pernicious re- 
eh, ö . 

In the warmth of zeal, more effectu- 
ally to ſecure his maſter and confound 
his enemies, the miniſter who was an 
Alban, and a man long approved by 

„„ G the 
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the nation for his great abilities, and 


Integrity in ſerving his king and coun- 
try; this active miniſter, ſent officers 
into the houſe of Paſquint, who forci- 
bly ſeized his papers, contrary indeed 
to law, but agreeable to the cuſtom of 
the country, the uſage of the beſt of mi- 
niſters, and what in critical caſes of ſtate, 
in regard to ſpies, traitors, and rebels, 
muſt again be done; the great com- 
moner did the ſame, and therefore 
at peculiar times and caſes, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; but if innocence is in- 
jured by an arbitrary exertion of power, 
the law will give relief as in other caſes. 

Not to have done ſomething in this 
affair, would have been a timid baſe 
deſertion of the royal cauſe; not to have 
done what he did, would have been a 


failure of duty, betrayed a want of ſpi- 


rit adequate to the enemy, and a weak- 
neſs in not making uſe of the means in 
his power, however dangerous to him- 
ſelf. Therefore it is ſuffieient to ac- 
knowledge it wrong in point of law, 
but right according to the neceſſity of 
the ſtate. If artful villains, cunning in 
chicanery, ſhelter themſelves 3 Jay 
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dead letter of laws, which cannot pro- 
vide for every exigence; and carry on dire 
plans replete with deſtruction againſt the 
ſtate, are miniſters to ſuffer the nation to 
be ruined, and tamely let villainy eſcape 
juſtice? Muſt the under-working ene- 
mies of Alba be protected in their ma- 
chinations, for fear of encroaching on 
the ſacred licentiouſneſs of traitors, who 
are ſelling their country, betraying the 
nation, fomenting rebellions, and in- 
troducing foreign powers more effettu- 
ally to make Alba the land of ſlavery 2. 
Anſwer this ye jeſuits and traitors! 
No, while the laws are in force, and 
Alba is a kingdom, it is the duty of a 
prime miniſter, when great emergencies 
ariſe, to ſtrike a bold ſtroke, in order to 
cruſh the viper rebellion in its neſt, and 
all its direful eggs, replete with dan- 
ger; and if this great miniſter, preſum- 
ing on his place, power, and protection, 
arbitrarily acts the. part of a tyrant a- 
gainſt ſuffering innocence, like all other 
criminals, he is ſubject to the law, and 
by the law, he muſt, and ſhall be pu- 
niſned. Is this adulation? © 
OY C2 © But 
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But this is certain, no encroachment 

on the public liberty was thought of, 
a what had the appearance of it, was 
owing. to a rebellious-provocation, that 
in every other country but Alba, would 
haye drawn upon the author immediate 
deſtrudtion 3 220 if 1 evil on this fide 
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law or reaſon, take upon them to judge 
kings; can it be ſuppoſed the miniſtry 
will tamely behold all Wet and autho- 
ty aboliſhed, without endeayouring, 

| 4 leaſt, to bring the inal to juſ- 
tice? Are they to be intimidated by a 
deſperate rabble, who. know not what 
they are doing, or only long to throw the 
nation into confuſion, to reap the be- 
nefit of civil diſturbance by plunder ? 
No—the miniſter that is meanly over- 
awed by the clamour of a diſſolute ſet 
of Plebeians, and neglects to * 
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bold meaſures offered by opportunity, 
and demanded by exigence, is a traitor 
to his king, and a betrayer of his coun- 
try! hear this O freedom and approve ! 

But let not the honeſt muſe, whoſe 
glory is liberty, give the cavilling foe 
cauſe to ſay that ſhe is an advocate for 
tyranny and arbitrary power; that ſhe 
is a tool of a ſervile miniſtry, and the 
creature of a profligate court. No, the 
muſe glorying in its own obedience to 
virtue, its hatred of bondage, and its 
love of ſacred religion; diſclaims, con- 
ſcious of its integrity, the baſeneſs; 
and would rather quit its terrene ex- 
iſtence than engage in defence of any 
power that attempted the deſtruction of 
Alban liberty, though the reward was 
the patrimony of princes. Nay, ſhe 
would, with the utmoſt peril, ſtand up 
_ againſt a cruel tyrant in its juſt defence, 
and think it an honour to fall in its 
country's cauſe ! all nature cries aloud, 
draw .draw, the flaming ſword, and de- 
fend, your lives, property, and native 
Treedom 1. | „„ 
But the muſe deteſts licentiouſneſs as 
much as ſhe hates ſlavery. Faction and 
| 9 rebellion 
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rebellion are the offspring of licentiouf. 
neſs, who firſt ruin the country that 
gives them birth; then they fix a per- 
petual ſlavery, and make all its mo- 
narchs tyrants. Therefore great obedi- 
ence is due to the legiſlative power, 
the neceſſity of the times often demand 
extraordinary exertions, and it is impoſ- 
ſible for private people to be adequate 
judges of either the fitneſs or the mo- 
tive. - 

The gracious monarch who fills the 
Alban throne, and who, with the moſt 
upright intention, has the public good 
at heart, and ever next his heart, ſtands 
not in need of venal pens to form apo- 
logies for his conduct, any more than 
he fears the tongue of fancour employed 
againſt him by Faction; he is above the 
ſervile praiſe of fawning ſycophants, but 
all his actions demand the pen of truth! 
Thus dark clouds may overſpread the 
illuſtrious face of day, but in due time 
the glorious ſun will diſpel the vapours, 
chaſe off envious clouds, and aſſerting 
its native luſtre, ſhine all its majeſtic 


felf, in ſpite of EVERY oppoſition ; diſ- 
penſing 
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penſing bleſſings all around, and filling 
all things with pleaſure and delight. 

This outragious attack which Paſ- 
quint made againſt the character of Bri- 
tannicus, was more an act of his own 
preſumptuous folly, and the overflow- 
ings of party rage, than the approha- 
tion of his more ſober friends; and what 
vas dictated by paſſion, was condemned 
by judgment, which made him tremble 
for the conſequence. He ſaw the great 
nobility in office were ſhocked at his 
vaſt inſolence, exaſperated at his malice, 
and determined to bring him to the pu- 
niſnment due to his folly. In ſpite of 
the clamours, the outrage, and the 
threats of a daring; herd of tygers, rea- 
dy to tear their opponents in pieces; 
they were ſteady in their meaſures, to 
bring him to the juſtice of the laws he 
had infringed; and were preparing to 
ſnower on his dovoted head, the tem- 
peſts of their vengeance, from which 
the trembling Paſquint found it was not 
in the will and power of all Alba to 
protect him. He now had his eyes 
opened, and ſaw himſelf deſerted by the 
great, who for ſome private purpoſes, 
G4 ve 
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gave him ſome countenance. Aſhamed 
to own his acquaintance, they deſerted 
him, for though they might approve * 
the treaſon, they heartily deſpiſed the 
traitor. Thank heaven, Alba has not a 
wretch more b $15 

The ſenate of which he was a mem- 
ber, ſcorned to ſhelter a perſon they de- 
teſted, and full of loyalty they voted 
the ſcurrilous paper, which he wrote 
againſt the king, an infamous libel, 
tending to vilify the beſt of ſovereigns, 
alienate the hearts of his ſubjects, 
inflame them with licentiouſneſs, and 
raiſe the ſpirit of rebellion, to the de- 
ſtruction of the country. Thus Paſ- 
quint ruined himſelf inſtead of making 
his fortune. What, ye Albans, could 
you expect from this man, who is a fac- 

tious citizen, a bad huſband, an evil 
father, a man unprincipled, and a ſpend- 
thrift; but to make a property of your 
indiſcreet zeal, and ſell you if any 
would bid for you? A ſlave to his paſ- 
ſions, he will always bow down in the 
temple of voluptuouſneſs, and greedy 

of gold, ever worſhip mammon, for he 

has but them, no other gods ! 


Thus 
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Thus circumſtanced with all his ſins 
on his back, wounded in a duel which 
his aſperſions brought upon him; Paſ- 
quint wiſely fled from juſtice, and ba- 
niſhed himſelf, till the ſtorm was blown 
over, and accordingly he was outlawed. 
Recovering himſelf in a foreign land; tir- 
| ed of his baniſhment, burſting with re- 
venge, and finding a flaw in the proceed- 
ings againſt him, he viſited again his na- 
tive land. But not benefitted by his mis- 
fortune, nor bettered by chaſtiſement, void 
of humility, and diſdaining repentance 
as much as the arch apoſtate, Paſquint 
brought with him the ſame evil ſpirit 
which before actuated his heart, and he 
emulated the character of. Lucifer, both 
by his obſtinacy and rebellion ! - 
Vain to be thought the idol of the 
ſcum of Alba, who rather than work and 
maintain their families, would bawl out 
liberty - meaning to be idle and drunk- 
en, he would dabble again in politics 
that were his ruin, and threatened his de- 
ſtruction. The honeſt part of the me- 
chanics minded their work, and if they 
ſpoke of him, it was their ſport, not 
their Buſineſs. Fond Paſquint, that 
| fancied 
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fancied to get into place by abuſing his 
worthy ſovereign, and bullying his offi. 
cers at the head of a filly rabble of no 
| conſequence l now preſuming on his po- 
1 he had the aſſurance to offer 
imſelf a candidate for the metropolis. 
His party was extremely vigilant and 
preſſing to get him choſen to repreſent 
the city; they left no ſtone unturned, 
ſpared no pains, and diſregarded expence 
to carry a point in which their conſe- 
quence was now concerned. But the 
worthy citizens were more loyal to their 
king, more true to their country, and 
c juſt to themſelves. The chief magiſtrate 
of the capital, who joined the love of 
freedom with loyalty, ſhewing the ſenſe 
of the reſpectable body of merchants, 
- exerted himſelf againſt a perſon every 
way. unworthy to repreſent the greatelt 
citizens in the world: diſgrace ſufficient 
that he had the aſſurance to offer him- 
elf, who knew nothing of their buſineſs, 
. cuſtoms, rights, privileges, and inte- 
reſts; with only the ſpecious pretences of 
5 ſtanding up for a liberty that was not in- 
vaded: but in ſpite of all the artifice made 
uſe of to force him upon the — 
they 
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they rejected him with becoming ſpirit, 
and elected another in noble oppoſition! 
After this diſhonourable expulſion, 
of being treated by the ſenſible part of 
the nation with the contempt he deſerved, 
his mob from being noiſy, now became 


riotous. However, deſperate in his af-—— 


fairs, he offered himſelf for a neigh- 
bouring diſtrict, and after his party had 
violated the peace, and taken a variety 
of unjuſtifiable methods, he was re- 
turned, and became a member of the 
ſenate. Meantime he had ſurrendered 
himſelf to juſtice, and he was brought 
6 his trial: yet theſe very animals, who 
made ſuch an outcry againſt proceedings 
contrary to law, were of all creatures, 
the moſt lawleſs, that juſtice ſhould not 
take place. They wrote the moſt viru- 
lent letters and papers, partial to an ex- 
ceſs of falſhood, in order to inflame the 
nation to riſe in the defence of a cri- 
minal, and pervert the ſtream of juſtice. 
The next ſtep of Paſquint's emiſſa- 
ries, was. to force the judge to become 
unjuſt, to betray his office, give up the 
laws, and facrifice offended majeſty. 
They ſtrove by fair means to cajole him 

b | to 
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to compliance, and they endeavoured to 
intimidate him to baſe purpoſes, but til] 
che was inflexible. They told him the 
temper of the times demanded Pal. 
quint to be pardoned, that if he pre. 
tended to do juſtice, he would be tom 
to pieces. That not only his life was 
in danger, but that there was no an. 
ſwering for an exaſperated populace, 
reſcued from ſlavery by their minion, 
who was going to be puniſhed ; rather 
than ſuffer which, they ſhould take up 
-arins in his defence, and might Cake > a 
fire that would ſet the nation in flames, 
and be the deſtruction of the country. 
Notwithſtanding which, the great 
judge nobly declared on the bench with 
Roman equanimity, he would on no ac- 
count do evil that good might come of 
it, but let what would be the conſe- 
quence, he would do juſtice to his king, 
his country, and his office, and leave 


the reſt to providence; but as to his 


own life, which he declared could not 
be long, he would not on any account 
ſet his exiſtence, dear as it was, in com- 
Petition with his honour, and 17 

Ingiy 


mourous, became rebellious. When he 
was conſigned to the officers of juſtice, 
they took off the horſes from his carri- 
age, and inſtead of ſuffering him to be 
conducted to the priſon, in which he was 
condemned to. be confined, they drew 


him into the city in the moſt tumultuous 


manner, though they did not abſolutely 


prevent his impriſonment. Soon after 
he was in darance, they aſſembled in 


vaſt parties, when truſting to their num- 
bers, and glorying in their wickedneſs, 
they ſet no bounds to the inſolence of 
expreſſion. They reviled the govern- 
ment, in terms the moſt ſcurrilous, they 


gave a looſe to the dictates of revenge, in 


the moſt abuſive language, and indulg- 
ing to the ſpirit of faction, ſpared not 
to inſult even the perſon of majeſty. 

Thus like an inſurrective army with 
ſhouts that made the vaulted arch of 
heaven ring again, they bleſſed the name 
in Paſquint, and uttered direful execrati- 


ons againſt Zenobia and Longinus in 


the public ſtreets. Then flying through 
ms e the 


ingly be boldly pronounced his ſentence 
of impriſonment. Fe 
His tumultuous mob, from being cla- 
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unruly mob to the terror of the inhabi- 
tants; they amidſt tremendous accla- 
mations, commanded every houſe to fil 
their windows with lights in honour of 
Paſquint. Thoſe few who had the re- 
ſolution to diſobey the inſolence of ar- 
bitrary ruffians, had their windows broke 
while they threatened to pull down the 
very houſes about their ears, and actu- 
ally hurled up maſly ſtones from the 
_ pavement, and forced them to compli- 
ance. 3 

The magiſtrates, in hopes their fury 
would ſubſide on a little reflexion, took 
at firſt, no meaſures to quell a diſtur- 
bance, that might be the effect of 
thoughtleſsneſs ; but when they repeat- 
ed the experiment with ſuperadded ma- 
lignancy, when the city became alarmed, 
and danger erected his prepoſterous 
head, threatening the calamities of in- 


ſurre&ion ; the magiſtrates aſſembled to 


conſider on the beſt means to ſtill the 
diſorder. Accordingly they collected all 
the petty officers under their command, 
and endeavoured all in their power to diſ- 


perſe the lawleſs rioters, but to little pur- 
pole. | Flying 


the whole metropolis in ſquadrons of 
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Flying about in great bodies for ſe- 
veral nights, they bore away like a vio- 
lent torrent to the palace in which the 
chief magiſtrate of the city reſides, and 
committed ſuch outrages as made the 
graver citizens tremble for the conſe- 
quence. For if mingled among the 
inſurgents, any deſperate traitor had 
fired the city, they might have brought 
on the metropolis irremediable deſola- 
tion. The magiſtrates were obſtructed 
in their office, their perſons put in dan- 
ger, and their houſes aſſaulted: yet the 
government knowing of theſe outrages, 
ever mild from the firſt, was loath to 
take coercive meaſures, to aſſert itſelf, 
and puniſh the giddy diſturbers of the 
public peace. However, not to be 
wanting in the great duty of a ſtate, it 
began to think of ſome adequate me- 
thod to ſettle order, and protect the du- 
tiful ſubject. In more deſpotic coun- 
tries, where from the riſing of a few, 
the moſt dreadful inſurrections are oc- 
caſioned, in which often fall millions of 
people, the ſtreets ſtream with the blood 
of citizens, and the government is over- 
turned; to prevent which, they cruſh 
7 the 


112 PAS QUIN. 
the monſter faction in its dangerous 
conception, and ſend parties of ſoldiers, 
who without the leaſt ceremony ruſh 
among the rebellious, and cut them to 

pieces. | 
But the Alban legiſlature more con- 
ſonant. to mercy, endeavour firſt to 
uench diſturbance without deſtroying 
the perſons; but the gentler methods 
failing, and patience producing no right 
effect, public good demands of thoſe 
who hold the reins of government, to 
take ſome method in the way of terror, 
to prevent rebellion, and cut off a few 
members in, order to fave the whole bo- 
dy. Mercy, goodneſs, and benevolence, 
allow this doctrine, and the ſafety of 
the nation demands its practice. Ac- 
cordingly the magiſtrates, unable to ſtop. 
the fermentation among an outrageous 
populace, and greatly alarmed, requir- 
ed the aid of the legiſlature, and the 
government gave them to underſtand, 
that parties of guards ſhould be at hand 
on that day, when it was feared there 
would be a great tumult before the pri- 
fon in which Paſquint was confined, and 
which the licentions mob threatened n 
| pull 
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pull down if their favourite was not re- 
leaſed. They promiſed the ſame fate 
on the ſame occaſion, to the ſenate: 
houſe itſelf, ſo inſolent were they grown 
from their impunity ; nay they actually 
forced the priſon door, but driven away, 
they ſtormed the houſe of the marſhal, 
who begged the magiſtrates aſſiſtance, 
and a body of ſoldiers became the only 
reſource. — 3 
Accordingly, in the threatened morn- 
ing, the idle, the diffolute, and the 
factious, began to aſſemble in the fields 
before the priſon, and formed at laſt, a 
vaſt concourſe of people that ſeemed ca- 
pable of every outrage, and. ſet upon 
ſome peculiar miſchief. The court was 
alarmed, the city terrified. The vigilant 
magiſtrates, as was their incumbent du- 
ty, came to the agitated fcene, found it 
was ĩimpoſſible for them and a few officers 
with ſtaves, to diſperſe ſuch a lawleſs rab- 
ble; and dreading the conſequence, they 
ſent for a party of ſoldiers to their aſſiſ- 
ance, as now it appeared abſolutely, ne- 
ceſſary that ſomething ſhould be done 
for thegood of 'the ſtate, and to pre- 
2 .: 
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The ſoldiers came and drew up be: 
fore the priſon-wall in the fields, and 
the captain of the guard delivered up 
his command into the hand of the 
magiſtrates. For it is the peculia 
happineſs of free-born Albans, when the 


military is called in to ſupport the civi 
ower, and quell diſturbances ; that the 
command of the ſoldiers is veſted i; 
the magiſtrates, that liberty might no 
be encroached upon by the violence df 
arbitrary power. . | 

> As a young officer on duty was dray: 
ing up his men according to order, the 
populace became extremely riotous 
threatening to break open the priſo, 
releaſe their idol Paſquint, and do hin 
juſtice on his foes. The terrified ms 
giſtrates, who dreaded conſequence, 
appeared before the clamourous mob, 
and calmly expoſtulated with them, bu 
the tempeſt grew more outrageous, whicl 
now diſcharged itſelf in a ſhower d 
ſtones on the magiſtrates, who command- 
ing a licentious paper to be taken fron 
the wall, exaſperated their utmoſt fury, 
that their lives were in imminent danger. 
1 = thougb 
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though all they came for, was to quell 


diſturbance and reſtore peace. Then 
up one of the rabble, who was daring and 
the vociferous, ſtepping forward, had the 
lia temerity, unprovoked by any act but 
the their preſence, - to begin an attack upon 
vi the troops, and catching up the firſt 
| the thing he ſaw upon. the ground, he hurl- 
ned it among them, and hit the young 
not officer in the face. Conſtables quickly 
0 commanded to apprehend the bold rioter, 
and obeying, were ſupported by the 
au. officer and ſeveral ſoldiers, who imme- 
tte diately purſued the affaulter ; in order to 
ou, bring him before the magiſtrates, and 
fon, deliver him over to juſtice, according 
hin to the laws and cuſtoms of his country. 
me Nothing could be more right, regular 
cs, Bll and timely. The offender mingled among 
10, Bi the herd, in hope of concealment or 
bu i protection, and that one violence might 
uct de contenanced by another, but at length 
of he took ſhelter in a cow-houſe. In the 
nd BY interim, an unfortunate youth, the hope of 
ron Bl his family; and a perſon of an excellent 
ur), character, hearing a great noiſe by the 


ger, multitude's running and theirſhouts, came 
ug from his houſe, which was ſituated on the 
1 H 2 | ſcene. 
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ſcene of action. The youth ſeeing two 


ſoldiers take his line of direction, he 
likewiſe fled, fearful of dangerous conſe- 
quences though quite innocent, and took 
refuge in the ſame place in which the 
offender had ſheltered himſelf, whoſe 
perſon and dreſs, he at that diſtance ex- 
actly repreſented. The guards miſtak- 
ing him for the criminal, purſued him 
to take him priſoner, but a ſoldier's foot 


unfortunately ſlipping, in the ſtumble | 


his gun went off, and the youth was 
ſhot by mere accident, without any de- 
ſign in either the officer or ſoldier, who 
were abſolutely innocent of his death; 
and the youth died directly a ſacrifice 
made by the wicked unlawful mob of 
Paſquint to faction, and his death can 
be attributed to none more juſtly, than 

to the ſeditious Paſquint. | 
In relating why the youth was there, 
we will lean on the fide of tenderneſs for 
his memory, and ſay he only came ſti- 
mulated by curioſity to be a ſpectator. 
Out of ſoothing reſpect to his fond pa- 
Parents, we ſhall not throw out cruel 
inſinuations to rend open the ſcarce- 
healed wounds of grief and waken pe: 
br” ey terna 
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ternal grief. No, we fooner would d 
up the tear of diſtreſs, and ſooth oy 
keen anguiſh of a wounded ſpirit ; 
will ſay the luckleſs youth was only 
drawn there by curioſity. 

But juſtice requires of us not to fink 
any circumſtance, nor to hide the truth. 
Though the young man came not thar 
fatal day to aſſiſt the riot; yet truth po- 
ſitively declares this is matter of fact, 
and the appeal is laid to heaven, that 
the day before, he was very buſy in the 
aſſault which was made upon the magiſ- 
trates. Thoughtleſs of conſequences, 
he made one among the riotors, and 
heated by their madneſs, and ſeduced 
by vile examples; he was very lively on 
the fide of Paſquint, and actually palted 
the magiſtrates in their ſacred office. 
But may this be imputed to him, only 

as the error of unwary youth void of 
il deſign, and agitated by giddy paſe 
fions. Peace to his gentle ſhade. Be 
all his little errors forgot. Let the 
flowery turf lie lightly on his harmleſs. 
boſom, and may pitying angels hail him 
to their bleſt abodes; and to his diſ- 
conſolate parents, in the balmy hour ef 
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repoſe, ſound the ſweet voice of tender 
comfort, and ſubſide their paſſions. 
That the youth was ſhot by chance js 
a; truth, which a noble officer, high 
above talſhood, acquainted me, when [. 
had the honour to have a repaſt with him, 
and he is the ſon, the brother, and the 
uncle of three great dukes. To whoſe 
charge then can be laid the guilt of the 
murder, but to him whoſe unjuſtifiable 
behaviour cauſed the inſurrection? And 
therefore on him the odium ought to 
fall. Now Paſquint's mob became out. 
- ragious, they threatened devaſtation to 
their enemies, and the moſt. dreadful 
conſequences were to be apprehended, 
Though the populace had no manner 
of buſineſs to aſſemble before the pri- 
ſon, though nothing was going to be 
_ . tranſacted to the prejudice of their fi- 
vourite, yet the magiſtrates could not 
_ diſperſe them; and fearing the work; 
after repeated outrages, they read the 
riot law; an hour after which, if they 
did not diſperſe, they were liable to be 
ſhot by the ſoldiers, without any relief 
from the legiſlature, which deemed them 
diſobedient and factious ſubjects. 13 | 
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After this they breathed the ſpirit of 
revenge againſt the guards and magiſ- 
trates; they irritated each other with 


tebellious fury, their invectives thun- 


dered againſt Zenobia and Longinus, 
joined them together in the moſt odious 
manner, nor did their licentious tongues 


ſpare majeſty itſelf ; while Paſquint, in 


their. acclamations, was conſidered as 
their guardian angel, the ſaviour of his 
country, and the protector of liberty. 
Declaring they would die in his de- 
fence, and threatening direful vengeance 
they only ſeemed to wait for ſome deſpe- 


rate leader to act ſome deſperate deed. 


Not ſatisfied with doing nothing, 
ſome of the rioters determined to attack 


the juſtices, while they pulled down 
their threatening paper from the wall, 


and accordingly they pelted them with 


the largeſt ſtones and bricks they could 


find. In particular, they hit one on the 
head in ſuch a manner, that had they 
been a few yards nearer, the ſkull muſt 
have been fractured. What was to be 


done in this critical ſituation ? Could 
the guards tamely ſtand to be pelted 
to death? But though inſulted in this 


manner, nothing was attempted contra- 
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ry to the ſtricteſt diſcipline. Were the 
magiſtrates to ſuffer a violent. ſer of ri- 
oters, to bully the king and people, fill 
the metropolis with rebellion, and aſ- 
fault themſelves, with impunity ? | 
They conſulted together what was 
beſt to be performed for public good, 
and they were clearly ſatisfied that it was 
their duty, which they owed to their of- 
fice, their king and country to aſſert them- 
ſelves. Vet in pity to a deluded giddy 
rabble, that knew not, nor cared for con- 
ſequences, the magiſtrates came forth, 
and ſeveral worthy men, explained to 
them the nature of the riot act, and 
that if they did not diſperſe from 
the illegal aſſembly, they would be 
liable to be ſhot. One in particular, 
begged them to retire for the ſake of 
their wives and children, and that juſ- 
tice ſhould: be done to all their lawful 
demands, but they grew the more 
_ outragious, would not be pacified, and 
were reſolved on deſperation. Menaces 


were deſpiſed, and the voice of huma- 


nity rejected. Then in the triumph of 
riotous obſtinacy, they diſplayed their 
love of liberty, by attacking the frigh- 
tened magiſtrates, till by a great brick, 

c they 
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they ſtruck, one of the chief, and he 


narrowly eſcaped with life. Then forc- 
ed to the dreadful alternative of either 


killing or being killed; orders were 


ven to the firſt line to fire, which 
killed ſeveral, notwithſtanding which the 
giddy multitude could not be diſperſed. 

Thus: the humane magiſtrate deſired 
the mob to retire, as the riot act was 
read and the time expired. The mob 
required it to be read again, and while 
the magiſtrate condeſcended to read it, 


they threw a brick, hit him on the tem- 


ples, made him reel againſt the wall, 
and then, when he recovered, he gave 
order for the guards to fire, and ſeveral 
were killed. The order might be raſh, 
but. the fear of his life, knowing the 
party, forced him to defend himſelf. 
The alternative was kill or be killed, 
and ſure the life of a magiſtrate is 
as valuable as a weaver's! That Pal- 
quint was glad fo many loſt their lives, 
is matter of no diſpute, for it afforded 
you, O wretch, a plauſible pretext to 
attack the miniſtry, and give vent to thy 
malice. When government, by letters 


* declared, that it would ſup- 
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Port its juſt meaſure, nothing can equal 


the dire acrimony of expreſſion Paſ- 
quint made uſe of to exaſperate his mob, 


and he ſtrove to lay the charge of mur- 


der and maſſacre againſt his ſovereign, 


who i is one of the moſt merciful men 


in his kingdom. But monſter, why did 


you not, when you ſaw the danger of your 
mob, and that the guards would fire, 


why from your window did you not 


call, or fend to the wretches, tell them 


the dreadful conſequences of their un- 


| lawful aſſembling, and beſeech them to 


retire to their buſineſs, their wives, and 


children? Unfeeling monſter! you was 
in, hopes that the mob, when exaſpera- 
ted, would have raſhed on the ſoldiers 
and begun a rebellion, which you would 


have turned to your advantage; for like 


Ae ferocious turk, you would gladly climb 
up mountains of the ſlain to reach the 


ſummir of your ambition! but what 
mercy and ſenſibility can be expected 


from a ſelfiſh wretch, who void of prin- 


ciples, can feel for none but himſelf, 


making himſelf the centre of all his 
thoug kts and actions. Thou vouldſt 


be a free-man—thar Is totally free of all 
. ties 
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ties, human and divine; but thou ſhalt 
be for ever miſtaen. 

Such was the infatuation of the rio- 
ters, that they would not vet quit the 
ſcene, where their obſtinacy had cauſed 
the fall of ſeveral of their aſſociates. 
Anger, ſpite, and fry, agitated their 
boſoms, but a party of horſe being ſent 
for, and arriving, they feared to act the 
purpoſes of their revenge. Standing 
the worſt till midnight, they retreated, 
and wreaked their fury on the houſes 
of ſeveral magiſtrates, to the terror of 
the neighbourhood ; but the death of 
the idle people, who ought to have been 
at home, or quitted the ſcene of diſ- 
turbance, had this ſalutary effect, that 
the rioters did not come in ſuch violent 
bodies again, and did not commit ſuch 
outrages. At length finding the go- 
vernment in earneſt, they forbore their 
nocturnal rambles, and dwindling to 
a few idle ſpeCtators, they were utterly 
diſſipated; the neighbourhood of Paſ- 
To, to their great joy, was delivered 
rom the moſt dangerous rabble ; the 
capital was eaſed of its terrors, and 
the nation itſelf calmed of that tu- 

multuous 
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== 3 they had power, that they wanted not 
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multuous ſpirit, which became extreme. 


IV alarming. 


Furious with a rage, common to the 
moſt inveterate creatures, they ſhed their 


venom, and brandiſhed their forky 


7 4 
* 


tongues in effectleſs malice, fraught in⸗ 


deed with a malignity that ſhewed, if 


for will to perpetrate the moſt wicked 
revenge. But in ſpite of all their cla- 
mour, the ſober part of the nation 
was ſoon ſatisfied, that Paſquint was 


a deſigning factious fellow, that his 


mob were a dangerous ſet of people, 


and that the government long acting 


with great patience and uncommon le- 


nity, were forced by the lawleſs rioters, 


to purſue meaſures, which though irk- 
ſome, they found neceſſary; that by 

ntly breathing a vein, they might 
110 ve the whole body politic, which was 
beginning to be in danger, if the in- 


flammation was ſuffered to ſpread with- 


out application of the proper” remedies. 


The end it anſwered was worthy the beſt 
pf governments. 
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The ARGUMENT. , 


Pa ſquint neglected by the beſt of hit 
party, at which he meditates evil. Bri- 
 Fannicus, as if nothing happened, exer- 
ciſes himſelf in doing good to his country. 
To his honour he begins to eſtabliſh aca- 
demies. Civil broils diſtracted Alba from 
_ the culture of taſte. Paſquint in def- 
pair meditates feuds and civil diſcord. 
Fadtion ſpirits him again to exaſperatethe 
government. He gets himſelf elected a- 
mongthe elders of the metropolis, moved 
by avarice, which prompts him to gain the 
chief magiſtracy in hopes of its penſion, 
or the fingering of its treaſury. As a 
caution, a black catalogue is given of ad 
public villainies. 


OW the belt friends of Paſquint 
began to cool, who had been 


hearty in his cauſe. By a hiſtory which 


he began to write of his country, they 


found he was a man of no abilities in 
| 1 —_ world, and they ſoon diſco- 


vered 
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vered he was of no real conſequence in 


the political: for after ſome of the 
great had employed him in their dirty 


work, deſerting him, they left their 
great champion alone to grope his dark 


way, through the intricate labyrinth in 
which he was involved by faction. 
Duly examined, all his ſuppoſed 
great capacity was nothing but empty- 
neſs. Truth tearing off the maſk of li- 
berty, ſhewed him all a villain. The ſpe- 
cious gilding of an outſide appearance, 
laid on him by pretenſive freedom once 
removed, he appeared nothing but the 
baſeſt metal; and weighed in the exact 


ſcales of honour, truth, juſtice, and 


virtue, he was found utterly light and 
entirely wanting: therefore he was 
deſpiſed by the worthy part of man- 
kind, who ſaw him in his true light; 


neglected by the men of power, and 
only regarded by a few miſtaken drun- 


ken, diſſdlute, idle, factious, and de- 
bauched people. He 
Now diſappointed in his ambition, 


and kept in a dungeon, he bit his 
chains in mere anger, and meditated 
direful retaliation; though his forebod- 


ing 


ing heart told him the arrows of his re- 
venge would recoil on himſelf. He 
felt within his anxious underſtanding, 
a fearful looking after wrath to come, 
while his lacerated conſcience pictured 
to his mental eye prodigious clouds 
big with deſtruction, hanging over his 
head, where dreadful tempeſts were 
brewing for his chaſtiſement, and where 
vengeance mounting his fiery ear, was 
preparing the thunderbolt that fate in- 
tended for his ruination. „„ 
_ Meantime the gracious ſovereign, as 
if nothing had happened, like the fun 
which ſtill keeps ſhining, though hid 
for ſome time by fogs and denſe exha- 
lations, was till performing all the good 
in his power to his people. His pre- 
deceſſors had loaded the nation with ſuch 
exceſſive debts and taxes, and the party 
his honeſt heart deteſted, had interwoven 
ſuch a fatal fyſtem of corruption in the 
ſtate, that almoſt tied his hands from 
doing that extenſive good to the nation, 
which the grandeur of his heart dictated; 
but every uſeful plan that could be 
thought upon, whether for the encou- 
ragement of commerce, the perfection 
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of W den, and the promotion of 
the finer arts of taſte, met his encourag- 
ing aſſiſtance. _ 
Thus, with a ſpirit equal to all praiſe, 
though in the late reign the nation was 
exhauſted of its treaſure; yet Britan- 
nicus tried to eſtabliſh the fo much 
wanted academy for the perfection of 
the polite arts: the attempt reflects 
honour to his taſte, and will enrol him 
in the temple of fame. By ſuch aca- 
demies as this, the rival neighbours of 
Alba, gained a more true glory than 
y arms, or if by arms ſhe gained true 
glory, it was owing to her academies 
that her generals were great; in arts 


they had ſtudied with the beſt maſters, 


| ally and ſcientifically. 


When the muſe takes a retroſpective 


view of the Alban annals, ſhe cannot 
but remark that the nation was diſ- 
tracted with civil commotions, while the 
neighbouring kingdoms were arriving 
to that perfection in the arts and ſci- 
ences, which raiſes the artiſts to im- 
mortal fame. The introduction of taſte 
in the elegancies of life, is of infinite 


utility to a great ſtate. Among the 
_ 1 rich 
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rich it cuts out various channels for op- 
ulence to convey part of its wealth, 
to employ the ingenious and the induſ- 
trious, while it poliſnes human nature; 
and adding to the pleaſures of enjoy- 
ment, it enlarges the ſoul: ſo far from 
introducing vice, it is the beſt way in 
which riches can be employet. 
_ . Happy. indeed is Alba in this, that 
_ by ſpilling the blood of her ſons in ci- 
vil wars, ſhe ſecured that glerious free- 
dom to her poſterity, which is the envy 
of a wondering world, almoſt totally 
immerged in the deepeſt abyſs of ſla- 
very, out of which there is no hope of 
redemption. Well then may Albans be 
tenacious of their rights, and jealous of 
freedom, but ſtill there are equal pri- 
vileges due to its kings, which every 
good man holds ſacred; for without 
that ſuperior head, liberty could not 
ſubſiſt. Nothing can be ſo dangerous to 
a ſtate; and to its freedom, as thoſe de- 
figning knaves, who cloath themſelves 
in the deceptious garb of liberty, and 
irritate a people againſt their ſovereign, 
that they may fiſh: to themſelves a for- 
tune in their country's troubles, | 


130 PAS QU IN. 
' Notwithſtanding the latter kings, who 
were all foreigners, neglected the gran. 
deur of the 8 which: wy y made 
their property: Al ugh void ta 
they mated to patronize men ps 
merit; yet ſo powerful is the Alban ge. 
nius, they excel in ſeveral arts and ſci. 
ences; and : by what they have 
done, what they could do, if their 
kings, inſtead of fighting 'the battles of 
the ungrateful, had mit a quarter of 
the millions thrown away, given them 
<hcouragement, a CE 
Britannicus rectifying their miſtake, 
gives a ſpecimen of the noble plans he 
Has laid down, and will bring into pra- 
tice for the honour, utility, and happi- 
neſs of Alba, whoſe good is ſo dear w 
this heart. This truth all his actions 
evince, loudly proclaimed by his bene- 
wolent character and the honour of his 
conduct; for ſure never prince was 
fraught with betrer diſpoſitions, the gift 
of natute, eſtabliſhed by tlie ſincere 
culture of a noble education, conducted 
by the beſt of parents, in Which ſhe had 


| the nation's $ good,” * * dear 2 7 
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jnjunctions in view, as much as the 
welfare of her princely pupil! 
More and more Oh, happy Alba, will 
you behold the bleſſed effects of having | 
on your throne the moſt virtuqus prince 
in the world; who acts on principle as 
much as the meaneſt of his ſubjects; 
(would to heaven they had but half his 
principles) though he has the poyer-like 
other . princes, to indulge , his paſſions, 
and take his fill of voluprtuouſheſs. Ex- 
Ring this of him, the good and. wor- 
thy are ſatisfied of the uprightneſs of 
his intentions, and eaſy as to the event. 
The better part of the miſtaken and the 
inflamed, ſee their error, penetrate the 
artifice of Paſquint, and diſpel the clouds 
of diſſatisfaction: and as to the wicked 
and rebellious, they will melt away to 
their- original nothingneſs, or fall be- 
neath the frowns © afftonted j juſtice, 
The ſons of virtue, 'of which Alba i 
not deſtitute, who act upon prineiples, 
and bow down to the precepts of fair 
rligipn ; they ſhall find protection from 
the powers beneficent to man, who ſhall 
be to them a rock of defence in the hour 
of danger, and a lanthorn to their feet 5 
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the dark paths of perplexity.. Watch- 


ful over them on the ſoft downy bed of 


ſleep, at the joyous banquet of plea. 


ſure, in the trials of adverſity, and thro' 


the complicated journey of life, they 


hall ſo harmonize their ſouls, that plea- 


ſure itſelf ſhall be truly pleaſurable, but 


ſhall extract from pain its malignant 
ſting, and blunt the arrow of mis. 


fortune; that the valuable part of man-. 


Kind, who hold a wicked world from 
falling, may cry, as they ſtrike their 
meditative breaſts, there is certainly over 
nature a benevolent providence ! 

At this time, the gloom of deſpair 
ing to darken the ambitious hope, 
with which Faction often enlightened 
the mind of Paſquint, and the damp of 
diſappointment hung heavy on his 44 


| Forgot by thoſe to whom he had been 


that any worthy perſon. would be aſham- 


a tool, he perceived himſelf no longer 
of any conſequence, and that he could 
ho longer dupe the giddy n 
Whoſe eyes began to be opened. 

aw that the affront, which of bimſelk 
he hurled againſt his ſovereign, was un- 
Pardonable from its evil tendency, and 
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ed, not only to vindicate and excuſe, 
but even to ſollicit his pardon. Add 
to this, his confinement, where his viſi- 
tors came leſs frequently the charm of 
noyelty being loſt, grew irkſome. 

Though in his factious writings he had 
diſcovered tolerable ſpirit, heated by 
party rage, and inflamed by ambition, 
vanity, and avarice; when left to his 
own ſtrength, he detrayed a total want 
of genius, falling ſhort of moſt that 
went before him; though they had 
marked his progreſs, cleared his Way 
from difficulty, and ſufficiently pro- 
vided matter for the whole journey, 
yet he miſerably failed and proved 
himſelf nobody! for a lady whoſe cha- 
ratter-is valuable as his is deteſtable, ſo 
excelled him in hiftoric genius, that 
it is a diſgrace to place near his, ber 
honoured name. 

Let like the fallen powers above, he: 
gained no benefit from diſappointment, 
nor at being chaſtized repented, but 
ever betrayed a willingneſs to repeat his 
fault, and act that wickedneſs from re- 
venge; which before was ſelf-intereſt. 
ln 1 temper of mind, Faction from 
102 75 1 his 
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his cloudy concealment, perceiving! his 
creſt-fallen champion, ſpirited him up 


again to write ſomething that might 


exaſperate the government, manifeſt 
himſelf of the ſame conſpiring diſpo- 
fition, and keep up the ſpirits of the 
deſponding party” 
Paſquint, cold and ſpiritleſs in great 
things, was enthuſiaſtic in trifles, and 
| Nike a little cur, barking in a violent 
paſſion at the running of a chariot- 


| Wheel, he was all fire in needleſs oppo- 


ſition. Thus he publiſhed remarks on 
a letter, about the affair of the guards; 
but like a flaſh in the pan, it vaniſhed 
away in ſmoak; and only evinced he 
was no changeling. But as they had 


caught the ramping ſavage in his wil | 


derneſs; and confined him for his great 


demerit, they were teſolved: for the 
good of the nation, to diveſt him of 


his terrific teeth, and tear up by the 
roots his deteſted claws ; that when let 
looſe again upon the world, he ſhould 


do the leſs evil among the thoughtleſs 


race off mortals, | 6% 
Previous to the doom that was hang- 
ing over his devoted head, which _ 

= i tene 
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tened an irrevokable expulſion from his 


greateſt boaſt in popularity ; he ft 
about his intereſted eyes, to ſee if h 
he could difcoyer a favourable pore, 


which if it could not prevent the ſtorm, 


might break the violence of its fury. 
With the moſt painful pangs of anxie» 
ty, he intimately felt that all his bloom- 
ing hopes of ambition were blaſted in 
he bud, and that the aſpiring tree 
could never bear the golden fruit which 
his poverty ſo often longed to gather. 

What was to be done for a "living, 
for though an extravagant” fellow, he 


was a begpar to all intents and pur- 


poſes ! But at length neceſfity ſuggeſt- 
ed, that the beſt place he could take re- 


. & in was es 9 city, as from the 


thou 1 5 of the citizens, 

he rok e ned rnb in idleneſs, 

tho by the more ſenſible, he knew him; 
If juſtly deſpiſed, and nobly rejected. 

Accordingly he ſtrove to Loc up his 


| n among the vulgar herd, which 


did by writing againſt the miniſtry, 
and by the artifice of his emiſſaries, 


who ſtooped to every vile method to in- 


— the mob in his favour. At length 
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one of the honourable body of magiſ⸗- 

trates, from which the chief is elected, 
died; and he had the aſſurance to offer 

himſelf, knowing the voters conſiſted in 

general, of the lower claſs of tradeſmen, 


who being a ſet of unthinking people, 


but in their ſeveral occupations, are run 
awaywith by wrong notions, and like ma- 
chiſſes, are eaſily worked up to any pitch 
of movement, by an artiſt in the pal- 
—_— ps 2 
Paſquint and his emiſſaries, by 
their flagitious writings and ſpeeches, 
made theſe burghers believe, that the 
court were taking away the peoples li- 
berties, and that he boldly for the pub- 
lick good ſtood in the gap, a ſaviour 
' who delivered them from bondage. Theſe 
-were circumſtances, if true, as they were 
utterly falſe, that muſt endear him ex- 


tremely to their heated imaginations; and 


deluded into a belief of a poſitive fal- 
ſity, they choſe him among their moſt 


reſpectable magiſtrates. This was the 


firſt -beſt ſtep to the deſire of his ſoul, 
the chief magiſtracy; and the evil 
heart of Paſquint exulted with unuſual 
triumphs, in the glorious proſpect open- 
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ing to the e delighted eye af mercenary 

faction. . 

But, ye geluded citizens, ye A 
| ated „ as you have not time 
to inveſtigate the pernicicus tendency 
of this ſtroke, and are too blinded by 
party zeal, to ſee far into the enquiry 
againſt the idol of faction; let me take 
the trouble off your bands, and ſcatter 


the miſt, which his cunning has thrown, 


over your eyes. I can relate to you ſuch 
facts as ſhall prove to the leaſt impar-. 
tial, that he ſtrove to dupe you for a 
mere. maintainance, if not to plunder 
your beloved city of its riches, for the 
truth of which I appeal to the public. 

When Paſquint exiled himſelf” in 
F rance, he ran in every perſon's debt 
that had the faith to truſt him, without 
having any viſible method of diſcharge. 
ing the honour which he pawned. Nay 
he did ſuch acts which merited nothing 


better than a halter, particularly, he took 


up toys, jewels, &c. to a conſiderable 
amount, under falfe pretences, and ſold 
them ; which was a_new-invented way 


of getting money, and cheating the 


incautious trader. 2 
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As a proof of uncommon baſeneſs, 


and that a man muſt be hackneyed in 


the ways of villainy, when he touch- 


ed the Italian ſhore, deſtitute, he was re- 


ceived by a miſtaken Alban, who com- 
miſerating his misfortunes, received him 
into his houſe, and in the moſt hoſpita- 


ble manner. Such acts of friendſhis | 


certainly merited the moſt generous re- 


turns, exacted honour in the manly 


breaſt, and where there was none would 
create it, or ſtifle at leaſt the ignoble 
principles, | | 


But dead to every generous feeling, 


and given over to baſeneſs, he watched 
the unguarded hours of unſuſpecting 
humanity, and taking advantage, like 
the proſtitute, in the ſoft moment of 
undenying friendſhip, he borrowed, or 
rather ſtole, by the arts of falſe plauſi- 
bility, -from time to time, as.much mo- 
ney, as he could poſſibly drain from his 
friend; and then to pacify the fears of 
awakening prudence, he drew upon a 


_ perſon he knew would not anfwer his 


draught, by which he cheated gulled 
hoſpitallity under the maſk of friendſhip, 
and the fallacious pretences of _—_— J 
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But what proves him a villain of the 
plackeſt dye, loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame, 
and utterly deſtitute of principles, was 
his facrilegiouſly robbing, or defraud- 
ing the treaſury, ſacred tb charity, in a 
manner the moſt ſcandalous ;. for which 
he deſerves to be hanged more than any 
robber that has been publickly execut- 
ed this century! By the ſanction of his 
being a gentleman, he obtained a large 
ſum from an hoſpital, in order to place 
out its children to proper nurſes, and 
pay the people; but by a wicked lie, | 
the pretence of artifice, and cruel cun- 
ning, pretending he forgot his vouchers, 
he obtained on his honour the accounts 
to be paſſed, and got a diſcharge, when 
he had not paid the poor people, which 
he declared he had. But when the ſuf- 
ferers came to demand their due of the 
aſtoniſhed treaſurers of the hoſpital, they 
were obliged to pay them 8 Thus 
he procured a noble booty, the publie 
gifts, which ſerved to maintain him a 

little longer in his extravagancies. 

I appeal to you, ye men of buſineſs, 
if ſuch actions in trade, would not be- 
vow a perſon unfit for all truſt, . and- 
ond 
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one with whom the moſt credulous would 


icorn to have any dealings? Would they 


notloudly proclaim, that ſuch a perſon was 
to be ſhunned as a viper or a . mad cur, 
and that he was a dangerous man, from 
whom every piece of villainy was to be 
dreaded? And yet, O fatal power of 
infatuated party, you are nouriſhing this 
ſtarving viper in your too partial boſoms, 
who, when you have warmed. him by 
your favours into yigour, aſſure your - 
ſelves, either from his natural ingrati- 
tude, his habitual wickedneſs, his ſelf. 
intereſt, or all together, will ſting you to 
the lat. if arid 

In excuſe for this unequalled wicked- 
W his defenders in vice declare in 
prompt apology, that O dire excuſe of 
the banditti his neceſſity was urgent, 
and that he would return the money he 
thus borrowed-when he was able. And 
as to the debaucheries of his youth, 


they declare that we have. no. right to 


ſcrutinize the private actions of any man, 


and to draw from thence conſequences | 


to his prejudice; though it is the favou- 
rite privilege of free: born Albans, to 


m the public actions of every man. 


in 
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in public life, however ennobled to the 
teſt, from which to fix his character; 
either if wicked, to mark it with the 
brand of infamy, or good to enrol it in 


the temple of fame. But as to ſaying 


none has a right to inſpect the private 
life of any man, it is falſe and pernicious 


reaſoning. As a member of the ſenate, 
is a repreſentative of a body of people, 


they of all things ſhould know his pri- 


vate character, for a private raſcal can 
never make a public man of honour; 


and he that 1 is a ſcandalous villain in ſe- 
cret, will certainly prove a villain in 


the ſtate. Where a man has no ties, and 


is totally void of principles, what ſhall 
ſtop him in any pleaſurable or profita- 


ble act of villainy? And know that 
vice is no changelingy and never. puts 


on the irkſome cloak of virtue, but 


to delude the e and cheat the 


credulous 


If theſe things are ſo—as they are 


abſolute verity, is ſuch a bad man a fit 
perſon to be your chief magiſtrate? 
Cannot you with an eye, perceive the 
wiſdom of the ſtroke in him, and the 
* in yourſelves, pardon the expreſſion, 
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the advancement towards that unmerited 
honour? Why the poor needy wretch 


is a e his object is not the 
gilded coach, — but the penfion you al- 


himſelf ſeized by the direful gripe of 
verty. You are now convinced he 
18 4 beggar, and polluted by the worſt 
of vices -a beggar, did I fay?—yes let 
me take the tremendous voice of 3 
cloud fired by ſtorms, and thunder vil 
Ein and beggar to his ſtarting ſoul til 
it ſhrinks 8 * him at "the horrid 
Didſt thou not, O creepin 
f — attend the leyee of the a 
Longinus, whom the ſpite of thy re- 


venge has painted in the blackeſt co- | 


Jours? Tes, fawning ſycophant, you 
Fdanced attendance at his levee, you 
begged, you beſeeched him to make 
you-a governor, and, abje& of ſoul, in 
the meaneſt manner, when: the eye of 
noble office turned averfive'toyour hum- 
ble petition When the ſtateſman know- 
ing his man by his worthleſs character, 
met not thy avaritious prayer with ſmiles, 
you became a ſturdy beggar, do 


An office, for which you was at once bo 


unfit - 


low your great officer, if he confeſſes 
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-unfitand unworthy, and he refuſed your 
requeſt! for what propriety would there 


be in giving you the title of excelleney, 


without it was in villainy, 

Then frantic with anger, and burſt- 
ing with revenge, the heart of Paſquint 
boiled with inexpreſſible rage, and in- 
voking all the diabolic furies, he open- 
ed wide his dire boſom for their recep- 


tion, and was filled with their inſpira- 


tions. Revenge thrice repeated he call- 


ed aloud, and the cloud-wrapt infernals 
in gratulating ſounds reſponſive, cried 


revenge, which caught by all the dia- 
bolic powers, reached through the duſ- 
ky air, and awakened horror ſtarting 
from her pitchy cloud of ſleeping thun - 
ders! thus Paſquint reſolved to attack 


Longinus, but how could he wound him 


in the moſt ſenſible manner was the queſ- 


tion. He ſat meditating at his table 
but behold the demon of malice placed 


before him vaſt ſheets of paper made 


from the veſture of laſciviouſnefs, ca- 


pable of every vile impreſſion. In his 
ready hand, fire- eyed 3 put the black 


pen of revenge, plucked from the pi- 
nion of lie - creating falſnood, made by 


factian 
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faction, and dipped i in aconite, black as 
Erebus; while the fierceſt imps of hell, 
blew 1 in his heart the fire of: fury, and 
inflamed his ſoul with the rage of def. 
peration. Thus ye Albans, this refu- 
ſal was the origin of your champion, 
who falſly boaſted he wanted not place I. 

nor penſion, when all hell knows he 
would do any thing for either; but be- 
ing denied both, he flew in the face 
of majeſty, and would make vou his 
dupes, and the ladder, that treading on 
you, he might riſe at leaſt to a main- 
tenance. Conſider then ere too late, 
tor if riſing upon your ſhoulders, . he 
ſhould, from one thing to another be 
choſen your chamberlain, what may be 

the conſequence, when ſuch great ſums 
of your money will be in the power 
of a man, who in a little has proved 
himſelf a great villain in the Far of 
the hoſpital; after ſquandering fifty 
thouſand pounds of his un, us oe 
and his creditors. „ % Pa 1 


| End defi the 2 Book, 
25 οο 


as qu IN 45 
BOOK the SIXTH. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Lucifer finding his malice fruſtrated againſt 
Alba, ſummons his peers, to conſider the 
next ſtept to be taken to gratify his ma- 
lignity. His court, throne, and -per- 
' ſon deſcribed, He is attacked by Ridi- 
cule, blames Rebellion who fiercely retorts. 

The infernals quarrel, and all hell is 
_ thrown into the confuſion it prepares for 
earth. Rebellion attacks belPs 'grimly 
king. The palace, buries by the art of 
Lucifer, his foes in-ruins, out of which 
ſoon ariſe innumerable tents in a field 
of battle, with colours flying, and trum- 

pets ſounding. Then news arrives that 
 Jeraphael is coming to demand Faction. 
Satan conciliates by artiſice Rebellion to 
@ peace, who then takes his dire flight 
10 Poland. Lucifer and his crew diſ- 
perſe to the regions of concealment. 


OW-the plans of Lucifer proving 
abortive, he diſpatched his meſ- 
ſenger throughout the duſky regions of 
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air, to foinmon the infernal peers to a 
grand conſultation. Meantime the ar- 
chitectural demons were buſied in erect. 
ing a grand council- chamber. Towering 
aloft appeared an immenſe dome, de- 
corated with gems, which reflected the 
rays of a vaſt ball of fire. Depending 


by a golden chain, a ſecond ſun, it 


beamed beautifully luminous, pouring 
out, like the world's great luminary, 
ample floods of light and heat. Sur- 
rounding the central dome, were a thou- 
ſand cupolas cluſtering magnificently be- 
neath, ſupported by lofty columns, un- 
der which were raiſed the ſeats of the 
gods of hell. 

Rifing above them all, was erected 
the throne. of hell's chief god, over 
which hung ſelf-poiſed an elevated ca- 
nopy, that ſhaded off the direct rays 


of the fiery orb above, as well as indi- 


cated grandeur. 
The broad baſis ſuſtained up-riſing 
archades of chryſtal, ſpangling like dia- 
monds, to whoſe avenues led a hundred 
magnificent porticoes of poliſhed gra: 
nite, traced with marbly ſtreeks of vei- 
ny gold, and running tints of ſweet 
meandring 
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meandring vermillion. Though harmo- 


nious ſymmetry connected every porti- 


co, yet the genius of variety pleaſingly 
diverſified their ſtyle with new magni- 


ficence, while every entrance . were 


forms. | b 1 
When the aerial princes, who now 


guarded by terrific fiends in horrible 


obeyed the mandate of their grand lord, 


had taken their ſeats; the proud empe- 


ror of air announced his approach by 


the ſound of trumpets, and the thun- 
dering artillery of the clouds. At length 


he entered the court, and all the peers 


uproſe reſpectful, while he aſcended his 


noble throne in prodigious pomp, ſur- 
rounded with his grand officers, who 
held up his ample train, or cleared his 
_ paſſage as he paſt the throngs of fal- 


len angels of the lower order, who fill- 
ed the extenſive court. 7 


For ſome time he lay reclined on a 
velvet ſofa in his vaſt throne, as if fa- 
tigued, then riſing by degrees, he pre- 
ſented a form that bore very little ana- 


logy to any thing human, which he diſ- 


dained to imitate, as if he was the mo. 
del of elegance, deſigned by the hand 
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.of perfection, whom indeed he hated, 
becauſe he infinitely ſurpaſſed him in 
every thing praiſe-worthy ; ſuffice it to 
Jay, that his pyramidical vehicle, pre- 
ſented a vaſt protuberance, ſtuck round 
with optics for viſion, and was a poor 
ſuccedaneum for envied omnipreſence. 
The demon of ridicule firſt roſe up, 
who rather loſing his exiftence than his 
joke, makes himſelf the teſt of truth, 
and wantonly reviling things facred and 
divine, he deifies his wit, which em- 
ployed in the common cauſe of vice and 
wickedneſs, takes a delight in piercing 
all the virtues to the a enjoying 

0 fall with the moſt exulting triumph. 
Ridicule bowed, affectly ſneering with 
inted grimace, and thus he delivered 
b himſelf: and ſo Lucifer, you have over- 
thrown your foes, and the next ſtep will 
be to ſtorm heaven. Thanks to fate, 
we have a chief, moſt liberal of his pro- 
miſes, and if he ſeldom performs them, 
why that muſt be attributed to ſome 
occult quality. 

But I admire thy magnanimity which 
is above all praiſe, for you rather choſe 


to rule in hell than ſerve in heaven; 
_ 


wo wo 
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though ſome may ſay that we thy peers 
are a ſet of prepoſterous fools, to give 
up our miniſtry in the manſion of bliſs, 
to be ſlaves in the ſeats of miſery: but 


there is a ſtubborn glory in the uncon- 


quered mind, that ſupports itſelf to bear 
miſery, and give up the ſubſtance of 
true liberty for its dim ſhadow licen- 


_ tiouſneſs! Lou taught us to know evil. 


How dear the purchace ! You made us 


pay our all for what is worſe than no- 
thing! n 


do not blame you, O prince, for hav- 
ing ſelf at the bottom of all your ac- 
tions, as there is ſomething extrava- 
gantly noble in your favourite diſpoſi- 
tion; for to pleaſe your ſingle ſelf, ra- 
ther than give up a momentary gratifi- 


cation, you would throw the whole uni- 


verſe into diſorder, confound not only 
this ſolar ſyſtem, but would unhinge 
every world ſcattered through ſpace, and 
and demoliſh all their countleſs inhabi- 
nm. | 5 | : 
But I admire your addreſs, which is 
capable, after infinite deceptions, till ta 
dupe ſpirits thy equal. 
Ob” K 3 But 
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But now, Oh invincible chief, what 


ſubterfuge? What entertaining evaſion ? 


What plauſible pretence ? What elo. 
quent deception haſt thou to gild over 
the fruſtration of thy Alban purpoſes ? 
O father of lies, we wait to hear how 


thy inventive genius will bring thee off. 


While ridicule gave vent to his ma- 
I:cious taunts, the haughty chief galled 
in his inmoſt pride, frowned black aver- 
ſion, and ſeveral times waved his hand 


for ſilence, which was diſregarded; while 


all the peers enjoyed his anger, and en- 


couraged the jeſt: Out of patience the 


infernal prince up-ſtarting, cried thun- 


dering aloud at all his mouths, like the 


broadſide of a firſt rate man of war.— 
Silence caitif, or expect the vengeance 
of - injured majeſty. To back his com- 
mand, fifty of his hands levelled at his 


breaſt, a grove of pointed javelins, big 


as the foreſt oak, to overwhelm the dar- 


ing jeſter; who having exhauſted his 
venom, fſlunk down in filence, being 


a coward in proportion to his wit and 
arrogant garrulity. | 


Then the great apoſtate, his ficry eyes 


glowing like iron furnaces, ſpoke to his 
BY up 
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up- riſing peers: ye mighty princes, as 
to the ſneers and reproaches of ſcurri- 
lity, they are beneath my notice. But 
in regard to the failure of the Alban 
ſcheme, that indeed requires my direct 
anſwer, becauſe it was by me adopted 
delivered over the executive part to 


faction and rebellion. I ſhall anſwer | 


for reſtleſs faction, that he did juſ- 
tice to his part, and cleared the way for 
fire- eyed rebellion. But I declare no 
more, you muſt not behold me in the 
light of an accuſer. I only condeſcend 
to relate facts, having abſolute power 
to puniſh without being anſwerable for 
what I do to any thing in exiſtence. 
The fault then lays in rebellion, let 
him exculpate himſelf. He was : inade- 
quate. He attempted nothing, and like 
a daſtard, fled from the menaces of Ab- 
diel, though I myſelf was his ſhield of 


defence, and his ſword of annoyance. 


For which cauſe, ye gods, but in re- 
membrance of what he has done, I ſwear 
I would puniſh him. My vengeance 
ſhould fly on his defenceleſs boſom like 
a dragon of fire, and my juſtice like 
terrible thunder-bolts, ſhould nail him 
1 K 4 ">" "x" 
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to the centre of the ſun, and hang him 

a dreadful example of traiterous diſo- 

bedience! 

At that, direfully avitated, terrific Re- 
bellion ſtarted up. The hell within him 
flamed in horrid corruſcations from his 
ſparkling eyes, and his tremendous voice 
thus broke out in accents of loud thun- 
der: me, he ſaid, me tyrant didſt thou 
name with baſenels. Periſh firſt all uni- 
verſe before I put up fo groſs an af- 
front, nor will I ſo demean myſelf to 
offer an excuſe; my actions are their 
own apologies, and what I will, I dare 
perform, in ſpite of hell's grim mimic 
king, who. would fetter us with Perpe⸗ 
tual. bondage. 

Wo will be your champion, and 
ſet you all free, as we are all equal. Elſe 
why did we attack Jehova, whoſe 
eaſy yoke was truly pleaſurable? In whoſe 
ever-giving right hand was everlaſting 


. . Joy, whoſe immarceſſible preſence di- 


vinely beautiful, beamed upon us in- 
. expreſſible delight: But till to be eter- 
nally weighed down with loads of obli- 
gations, Was ſlavery to the lofty ele- 
vated ſpirit, that aſpired after indepen- | 

diency 
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dency. But if we ventured ſo much 
for freedom, how much more ſhall we 
ſtruggle againſt this uſurper. 

I. herefore, thou tyrant, whoſe autho- 
rity we all diſclaim, immediately recant 
and acknowledge thyſelf our deputed 
ſervant, elſe hear me all acheron, and an- 
ſwer in thy dreary caverns: be ye wit- 
neſs ye princes of hell's vaſt domains, 
and tremble, O world, as at an earth- 
quake, for I ſwear by ye all, if thou 
wilt not, O Lucifer, retract thy arro- 
gance and ee us as equals, 
I myfelf will 

At that, unable to contain himſelf lon- 
ger, the arch apoſtate cried aloud, what 
wilt thou deſpicable wretch?—But be- 
neath my ſcorn I reply not to thee—Ye 
gods, he calls in queſtion my authority 
But you know, for J appeal to you all, 
you know I was unanimouſly elected 
your chief, and therefore your king. 

Then ſpringing high upon their ſeats, 
half the fallen angels, now black de- 
mons, cried rebellowing like the fall 
of many waters down a prodigious pre- 
cipice: it is falſe, we deny the infe- 
rence; not our king, thou art our ſer- 

vant. 


vant. We choſe thee captain, and are 
thy maſters who will never be thy ſlaves. 
They ſpoke, and to make good their 
bold words, forth from their broad 
thighs, they drew every angel his vaſt 
broad ſimeter, which catching the rays 
of light, gleamed terrible ' flaſhes of 
revengeful fire on the confounded apoſ- 
tate who ſtood aſtoniſhed. _ | 
Rebellion ruſhing furious on the mar- 
ble pavement, flouriſhed in defiance his 
greedy ſword, while the multitude cri- 
ed, to arms to arms, revenge and liber- 
ty, and he was followed by half the di- 
abolic hoſt. Lucifer dragging out his 
enormous ſword, ſcreaming from the 
ſcabbard, cried : what! is there none 
on the ſide of monarchy, is there no loy- 
alty remaining ? Shall rebellion be tri- 
umphant? No, I behold your glory is 
not extinct ! Aid me then ye gods, and 
we will aſſert our injured majeſty, and he 
flew at the head of his more faithful 
friends, who drew in his defence. 1 
Then Rebellion ruſhed upon Lucifer, 
who oppoſed his ſhield to the blow, 
but it was ſent home with ſuch a hear- 
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ty good will, that it cut through the vaſt. 


defence, and gave him a deep wound. 
Thus terribly drove by the fierce aſ- 


| al Lucifer had reſource more to 


his policy than to his courage. Imme- 
diately by magic art here only true, he 
waved his prevailing ſceptre, to which 
every meteor gave way. Then the foun- 
dation of the ſuperb palace began to 
totter, the huge marbled pillars broke, 
and- the vaſt dome, with all the leſſer 
cupolas wide yawning above, tumbled 
this way and that over the tumultuous 


infernals, and all falling encumbered to- 


gether, prevented the dire aſſault; 
while the horrid craſh loud thundered 


like a falling city. 


Lucifer and his party having an item 
of the demoliſhment, were ſooneſt diſ- 
entangled ;'and behold by the ſame kind 
of magic power, in aſpacious champaign 
of clouds, up grew a pavilion, and all 
around 1t ue die tents, whitened 
the plain. Loud trumpets reſounded 
with the neighing. of war-horſes, and 
the ſtately appearances of warlike ele- 


N while 2 fluttering in the wind, 


Lucifer's 


Lucifer's ot ſtandard blazed angry - 
defiance. 
Thus to the charmed ſpectator ap- 
pears the ſplendour of theatric enter- 
tainments, when the potent ſorcerer 
waves his magic wand, and from a rude 
ſcene of rocks, arches, precipices, ca- 
verns, and dreary proſpects, he changes 
the ſcene to gaiety, where around de- 
lightful views open themſelves, with 
nymphs and ſwains - blithely dancing to 
enchanting muſic ; or elſe he exhibits a 
magnificent temple, till by a 'wave of 
the magic wand, when danger appears, 
he ſaps the trembling foundations, till 
it vaniſhes and gives place to a quick 
change pleaſingly diverſified, 
While both ſides were preparing for 
civil war, news came that Seraphiel, 
their common foe, was coming with his 
army to demand faction, and to bind 
him in chains of adamant. Lucifer re- 
ſolved to make ſome conceſſions, leſt Re- 
bellion ſhould join his foe, and together 
overturn his kingdom. Immediately he 
mounted his chariot, and rode alone, 
waving an, olive branch in token of 
peace. When he came before frowning 
Rebel- 


\ 1 


Rebellion, Lucifer ſaid, What frenzy, O 


potent prince, ſeizes the gods of hell, 
that friends ſnould be fighting friends, | 


and rendring themſelves a prey to the 


common foe. Let us no longer be at 
variance, for our enemy is coming down 


upon us with a mighty force. Let us 
then be again friends. Tis Lucifer, 


not the haughty, nor the tyrant, now 


at leaſt you will grant me that, but the 
humble friend that ſues, nor be thou too 


| inflexible. 


Aſtoniſhed at his ctaſbention; Re- 
bellion acceded to his defire, and N 
new terms of friendſhip; and all the 
hoſt uniting as before, became one bo- 


dy, cemented by their common ties, 


for as to true friendſhip, they were ut- 
terly incapable of the ſacred feeling. 
Then they gave themſelves up to the 


recreations of feſtivity: but on re- 


peated aſſurances from their ſcouts, that 
Seraphiel was advancing to demand 


Faction, diſdaining to give him up, 


they quickly diſperſed, and hid them- 
ſelves far away in the ſhades of dark 


concealment.” Rebate took wing from 


Alba 
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Alba, and ſettled around Poland to 
guide the cruel devaſtation, which the 
bloody demon of. battle was carrying 
on all round the weſtern regions, for the 

_ deſtruction of the human race. 
Why art thou ſuffered, O fatal evil, 
to exerciſe ſuch dominion over the ter- 

reſtrial globe? Whatever is the doubt- 
ful cauſe, this is certain, that the happy 
man, who takes virtue for his guide, 
ſhall find a way to eſcape the darts of 
evil; or if he meets the phantom, ſhall 
in the conflict gain immortal glory! 


* 


End of the fixth book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


' Seraphiel and his angelic band” accord to- 
gether, and feel unremitting happineſs. 
Their good will deſcribed to man, in de- 
fending him and the world from the 
evil genii. Britannicus beheld in 
the garden of pleaſure, is lured to 

ep and guarded by angelic beings 
from the malice of ſurrounding demons, 
who are driven off. Then the good 
powers open. a beautiful ſcene to the 
 king*s imagination, and conduct him in- 
to the temple of providence, who is 
promiſed to be his protector, while in- 
tegrity rules his heart. A contraſt in 
Paſquint, who is continually haunted by 
evil demons, 


T HILE the kingdom of Lucifer. 
was rent with the outrage of 
diſcord, the utmoſt harmony ſubſiſted 
between Seraphiel and his angelic hoſt. 

The great governor of the aerial regi- 
ons, like a paternal prince, conſidered 
every 
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every exiſtence beneath him as his chil- 


dren. 

Thus the mighty power with which 
the great delegate was entruſted, as well 
as to curb the author of evil, was exerted 
for the henefit of the whole, diftilling 
bleſſings upon frail mortals like the bt 


| of Hermon, -which as it falls every morn- 
ing, like glittering drops of pearl, gives 


birth to the lovely children of the ſpring, 
in all the flowery race, invigotates the ſpi- 
cy ſhrubs, and fills the cluſtering grape 


with richneſs, while the buxom breeze 
carries around the aromatic incenſe. 


Not only bent on purpoſes of good to 


man, the angels are induſtrious to coun- 


teract the fatal evils which ſurround them, 


if they are not the conſequence of their 


wices. While the defenceleſs human 
creature, folded in the boſom of ſleep, 
dreams away half his life, open-to the 


force and artifice of demons, they keep 


their nightly vigils | with ever wakeful 
eyes. They hunt out the evil genii 
that lay in ambuſh, to introduce evils 
into che world, chace them ſcreaming 


5 _ ro their Jorkirg places, and only ſuffer 
a I'to törment the wicked, or puniſh 


4 : the 
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the frailty of virtuous mortals, that they 
may receive benefit by the corrective 
ſcourge of tribulation, | 

Thus the virtuous Britannicus, one - 
ſultry evening, invited by the ſweet me- 
lancholy whiſpers of the breezy gale, 
took a walk. in his delightful 3 of 


retirement, amidſt the ſhrubs gailybloom- 
| ing to the charmed eye, and elegantly 


fragrant to the ſmell. The ſongſters of 


the ſpicy grove, as if conſcious of his 


merciful | temper, that could not hurt 
ſuch inoffenſive viſitors, fled not at his 
gracious preſence, but void of fear, 
varbled their wood-naotes wild, and art- 
eſs ſtrains, more pleaſing to the ear of 
ſolitude, than the coſtly bands of mer- 
cenary muſicians, Jabquring the unaf- 


ecting leſſons of art. 


As he paſt the banks of the moſt de- 
ightful river of Alba, and turned a- 


. croſs the verdant turf, he ſtrayed thro? 


2 lovely viſta that ſhaded off the ſultry 
lun, yet open to receive the cool re- 
treſhing gate. Then he came to an aged 
oak, venerable with his moſſy mantle 
inwrought with miſtleto ſuch as antient 
* and poetically- inſpired my 
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held ſacred ; while from the barky trunk, 
far ſtretching over-head its ſpreading 
arms ſupported a leafy canopy, offer- 
ing around to the tired prince a rural 
ſeat of pleafing repoſe convenient, which 
well pleaſed he gratefully accepted. 
Here as he ſat meditating the good 
of his people, the nature of exiſtence, 
the anſwerability of man for his ac- 
tions, and the magnificence of the ſub- 
lime creator, before whom the greateſy 
kings are but as worms; by gentle de- 
grees his extenſive mind over- acting it- 
ſelf, he ſunk in the ſoft arms of for- 
getfulneſs, and was bound in the agree 
able captivity of ſleep. While thus he re- 
clined in the open air, the evil genii, 
who were lurking around the thickeſt 
ſhade, in the form of ill-omened ra- 
vens, now flew towards him, actuated 
by the ſpirit of ſpite, reſolving to hurt 
his perſon, ſince they could not deſtroy 
his government. 

Accordingly they endeavoured to in- 
fect the air with direful poiſons, to raiſe 
from the cold watry boſom of overſhad- 
ed earth, the moſt noxious vapours, and 
to encircle him with the moſt. peſti- thi 

ferous Ml 
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ferous exhalations. They fondly wiſhed _ 
to ſend on him the terrific tyger of the 
lybian deſart, that he might tear him to 
pieces, while they enjoyed the dreadful 
gory butchery ; or that they could bring 
the wily ſerpent with his gilded creſt, 


| WH under which in his fiery mouth, lie con- 
cealed azure bags of burning poiſon, 


quick to dry up the marrow, and pene- 
trate the inmoſt ſoul. | i 
, But ineffectual were the exertions of 
their power to raiſe the noxious vapours, 
as vain were their fooliſh wiſhes, for the 
guardian angels who ſurrounded his 
walks, took better care of their precious 


q charge,” and penetrating their vile inten- 
tions, diſſipated the pernicious damps, 


and fatal blaſts that began lightly to 
taint the paſſing gale, and preſerved 
Britannicus from the approaching evil. 
Then the heavenly powers drove far a- 
way the evil genii, as they wrapped 
themſelves in a cloud black as Erebus, 


N- and flew off like ſmoak from a volcano, 
q 3 upwards from an hideous pil- 
5 ar. | | . . 

4 Then benign beings hovered round 
1 


the ſleeping prince, and opened to ima- 
9 | 2 gination's 
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164 . P. A. S QU IN. 
gination's wakeful eye a pleaſing ſcene; 
Groves of oranges preſented themſelves 
half loaded with golden fruit, and half 
enriched with fragrant bloſſoms, inter- 
erſed with a variety of the moſt beauti- 
25 ſhrubs, impregnating the ambient air 
with rich perfumes. Arrayed in gloſſy 
plumage, rich with every eye-delighing 
colour, birds of every elegant \ ſhape, 
formed a "OCR" "OD! che ſweeteſt har- 
1 a. 
The e led to a flies! chryſtal lake, 
the noble reſervoir of various rivu- 
lets, Which fell in its | copious baſon, 
forming a variety of fountains, caſcades, 
and. refreſhing water - falls. In the cen- 
tre appeared a romantic rock of marble, 
upon which was erected the magnificent 
temple of | providence, with four noble 
porticos, that opened to the four quar- 


ters of the world, to which led four ele- 


gant bridges of variegated marble. 
Wich anair of ſupernaldelicacy towards 
mais prince, an angel came holding ſhort 
his roſy robe, half floating in the buxom 
breeze. Gloſſy ringlets waved round his 
ſhoulders, from which, beautifully white 
| I de dene plumage, 1 bobs 
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pair of wings. The evening ſtar ſhone 
in his piercing eye. His ruddy cheeks 
were more lovely than the roſy tincts 
that bluſn upon the vernal morn, and 
his mouth replete with harmony indi- 
cated goodneſs divinely lovely. | 
Arriving near Britannicus, he ſaid, 
ariſe 'O prince and follow me: the king 
aroſe obedient, and was conducted with- 
in the glorious temple. High on a 
throne. of teſſellated jewels, ſat one of 
the angels of providence, whoſe eyes 
clearer than diamonds, and brighter than 
the ſun, ſeemed capable of penetrating 
through all things in the world; to 
which he had the wings of ſwiftneſs, and 
the arm of power to protect and ſuccour 
inſtantaneouſly, wherever diftant occa- 
fion ſhould require immediate aſſiſtance. 
When the prince entered bowing, the 
angel thus ſpoke; proceed he ſaid, O 
prince in the now-becoming delightful 
paths of virtue. Perſevere in patriotic 
principles, and ever practice the leſſons 
of benevolence to mankind, taught by 
your own heart, and the pure religion 
you love to obey. Though hell- born 
faction lets looſe upon your fame the 
8 ve dogs 
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dogs of calumny, thy better fortune ſhall 

be as ſcorpions to their evil hearts. 
oY art thou deſirous of doing 


thy pe all the good in thy power, 
while thy virtue ſcorns to encroach 
on their. liberty. Thou art account- 
able for thy actions to providence, whoſe 
ſubſtitute: thou art below ; who for the 
better regulating nations, ſuffers a 
chief magiſtrate and commands him 
to be reſpefted. Know then it is a 
duty thou oweſt to the ſupreme, to 
thy ſucceſſors, and the nation, not te 
make conceſſions injurious to thy roy- 
alty: for the happineſs of Alba is built 
as much on the prerogative of the king, 
as the privilege of the people; and Al- 
ba muſt ſtand or fall, in proportion as 
the balance of power is kept in a happy 

equilibrium. | _ 
Stedfaſt at the helm, O purſue the 
noble chart, which dictated by virtue, 
honour loves to approve. Spread wide 
the fails of: public good to the gale of 
diſintereſtedneſs, and ſteer towards the 
port of national happineſs. Though the 
adverſe winds of party, and the waves 
of popular commation ariſe, though the 
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immoveable rocks of ſelf-intereſt ſtand 


up againſt thee, and the very tempeſt 
of rebellion, hurries on ſurrounded with 
horror; yet let not the leaſt fear attack 
thy heart, but purſue the plans which 


: truth propoſes to your boſom ; ſo ſhall 


the adverſe winds of party become fa- 
vourable gales, the waves of popular 
commotion. ſubfide, the rocks of ſelf. 


- intereſt ſhall turn to bulwarks of defence, 


and even the tempeſt of rebellion pull- 
ing down ruin on itſelf, ſhall work to- 
gether to your glory; for thy protector 
is providence ! While his left holds for 
thee a ſhield of defence, his potent right 
hand ſhall brandiſh the ſword of ven- 
geance over thy enemies, and he will 
eſtabliſh thy throne on laſting happineſs. 

The glorious power on the throne end- 
ing, the prince awoke, pleaſed with the 
viſionary ſcene, which though the work 


of magic imagination, by its ſemblance 
to known truths, cheared his boſom with 
pleaſing ideas that ſtrengthened; his bet- 


ter reſolutions, and confirmed his truſt 
in a wiſe providence, which unerringly 
preſides over the ways of mortals, 
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168 AS QUIN. 
Not ſo the dire republican. OF 
fended virtue ſcorned his acquaintance, 
and deſerted him to the fellowſhip of 
vice, who to chear his dark deſponding 
mind, would dreſs her powers in the 
garb of honour, liberty, and reſolution, 
to. flatter , him on to deeds of dark- 
neſs, but ſoon betrayed whence the in- 
fluence” came, by his furious love of 
outragious faction. When his agitated 
ſoul ſought repoſe on the couch of 
reſt, ſweet ſleep, the friend of virtue 
in diſtreſs, frequently fled at his kind- 
eſt invitations, and left him a prey to 
that ſharp-beaked . vulture conſcience, 
who livmg upon remembrance, and fed 
by recollection, proved his continual 
tormentor. _ 
Though lankare, made him laugh at 
religion, as the child of prieſtcraft for 
fools to admire: Though ſelfiſhneſs 
had ſtript him of moral principles, and 
had broke every uſeful tie and ſanction, 
yet he could not ſtifle vaſt Hereafter. Ap- 
pearing in his nightly vigils, ſhe often 


4 made him ſtart when ſhe ſhook. her keen 


laſh, or terrified him with the ſhrieks of 
proſtituted talents. 
End of the ſeventh Book. 
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n, The heart of Paſquint not bettered by the 
K hand of misfortune. He beholds the ga- 
N- thering ſtorm without ſhelter at hand. 
of The ſenate ſeeing their patience produced 
d no good effett, call him before them to 
f prove the aſſertions which he threw out 
ie to poiſon the minds of the people. He 
. is expelled the ſenate, where, always 
0 ftruck dumb, he had not genius to 
I open his lips. Party now by the pru- 
l dence of Zenobia languiſhes, and faction 
] from the virtue of the king, dies a lin- 
. gering death, while happineſs and peace 
# _ afſume thier tranquil reign. Zenobia re- 
g fires to vornal ſcenes, where her lord 
ö ned to inſtrułt his lovely offspring. Her 
| private way of life enumerated. _ 
| N T OW obdurate Paſquint proved, 

'N that lenient mercy only renders 

| vile offenders worſe, who miſconſtrue 
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goodneſs as the motive of fear, which 
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heightens their conſequence. to render 
them the more profligate. So evil re- 
wafds its votaries. 

He endeavoured to appear ahearful 
5 tefore his intereſted abettors, wretches 
who love to fiſh in troubled waters, and 
who: aſſociated: with him, becauſe. of 
their congenial natures. He ſpoke with 
affected firmneſs to ſupport the cauſe of 
liberty, that is of libertiniſm : but all 
his ſpirits were ſuch as proceed. from in- 
toxicating cordials, ſuch were the force 
of his fierce unruly impatience, and the 
unreſtrained tyranny of his diſpoſition. 

Yet amidſt all his ſhow of public ſpi- 
rit, he [preſerved ſufficient cunning to 
make the party redound to his glory; and 
while he was endeavouring to alienate 
the hearts of his majeſty's ſubjects, and 
was exciting them as much as in his 
power to rebellion, yet he kept himſelt 
aloof, nor dared to ſtep from the ſhel- 
ter of laws artfully brought to defend 
him, though their natural tendency were 
to bring him to due correction. 

Deſponding, he ſaw the dreadful dun- 
er" forming againſt him, as he found 
himſelf without a ny The party 


3 
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having anſwered their own purpoſes, 
and finding him a dangerous fellow 
with capacity, were forced to give him 


up on repeated affronts from the pride 


of his daring impudence, - and the folly 
of his obſtinacy, and ſo became his ene- 
mies. Such was the criſis to which he 
brought his fortune, that in being his 
friend, they muſt publiclyproclaim them- 
ſelves the public enemy of the moſt ya- 
luable of kings, whom they loved, and 
whom perſonally to affront was their de- 


Thus all the great hopes formed by 
his poverty were quaſhed in the very 
egg. After having expended his own 
fortune in luxury and in vices the moſt 
criminal : After he had drawn as much 
from his wife as he could, and had uſed 
her ill, becauſe ſhe had wiſdom to pre- 
ſerve the reſt; after he had baſely con- 
deſcended to defraud the world of as 
much money as poſſible to ſupply his 
dire extravagancy, he aſſumed the cha- 
racter of politician with that of pilferer, 
and mingled. with that party where he 
thought the moſt was to be got; reſolv- 


ing 
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ing that the public ſhould maintain hi 
private N 
No ſervile wretch cold: = _ 
dance more obſequiouſiy than he did, 
to get a place from Longinus, till he 
becatne ſo troubleſome, that he was re- 
fuſed admittance. . This affronted his 
pride and croſt his avarice, and in the 
rage of diſappointed ambition, he caſt 
about for revenge and for profit: this 
very idol of liberty, for one ſecondary 
office, would have wrote for any mi- 
niſter, would have ſupported any mea- 
ſure; and to gain enough to have ſup- 
plied his voluptuouſneſs, he would have 
ſold his country and aſſiſted in its de 
ſtruction. | 
' This is eaſily demonſtrated fan the 
hiſtory of ſuch liberty-bawlers, when 
in Power or temptation, and from the 
tenour of his actions in his youth to this 
time. Indeed the ſenſible and the wor- 
thy are impreſſed with theſe ſentiments; 
the few that were connected with him, 
aſhamed of his acquaintance have given 
him up, and who are his party now but 
a parcel of intereſted, men like himſelf? 
F vols, Knaves, diſappointed deſigning 
people, 
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people, and an ignorant lazy rabble, 
that hope rebellion for the ſake of plun- 
der, as no change can be the worſe for 


them; they are a prey even beneath 


tyranny, but uſeful tools! in the hands of 
ambition. 

Now the leflite of the nation, ſenſible 
of his miſdemeanors, and that their le- 


nity produced no good effect in his con- 
duct, but that he was equally flagitious, 


were reſolved at his expulſion. That 


auguſt body, ſcorning to contain ſo rot- 
ten a member, and WhO was ſo full of 
contamination, called him up before 
them, in order to make him anſwer for 
the vile aſſertions, which from time to 


time, in order to poiſon the minds of 


the people, depreciate the miniſtry, and 
magnify his own conſequence, he had 
thrown out againſt the adminiſtration, 
while his bold inſinuations glanced againſt 
the 

Though he had made the world be- 
lieve he could diſcover amazing pieces 
of villainy, and robbery of public mo- 
ney, yet amidſt all his violent braggs he 


could diſcover nothing, nor could prove 
"ey one thing he made the gaping 2 
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174 PASQUIN. | 
expect. Thus his vain boaſts, and the 
expectation he raiſed, were as a prodi- 
gious mountain in labour, which brought 
nothing forth but a ſilly mouſe, and he 
became lowered in the public eye, as 
nothing but a vapour, a bubble, and a 
a catch-penny poltroon ! 

His cajoled friends thought the court 
did not dare to handle him, for Paſ- 
quint made them believe ſtrange things, 
which their credulity eaſily ſwallowed; 
and they vainly ſwore he would not be 
expelled. But how were they aſtoniſhed 
to find, that day after day the ſenate 
gave him full ſcope to diſcover all his 
ſecrets, till with ſerene equanimity they 
diſclaimed him as a dangerous wicked 
perſon, who deſerved more rigorous 
proceedings, to deter the licentious from 
the ſame crimes. And accordingly he 
was expelled with the utmoſt diſhonour 
from the ſenate, where dumb as a lea- 
den ſtatue, his paltry genius could not 
open his diſcordant lips; and remanded 
back. to priſon, to the utter confuſion. 
of himfelf, his abettors, and the out- 
rageous rab ble, who expected that he 


would do for them impoſſibilities. He 
was 


* _PASQUEN, 173 
was to raiſe their wages, that they might 
be drunk half the week, lower the price 
of proviſions, and take off the taxes. 
But there the fierce dragon lies in his 
den, brooding further miſchief, a mere 
nothing where good is the object, but 
where money, artful enough to ſeduce 
ſubſcribers and raiſe. contributions. 
Thus from the virtue of Brirannicus, 
and the integrity of his intention to be- 
nefit his country, the throne is ever pro- 
tected by providence from the force of 


faction and the fraud of evil. And truth 


declares him the moſt dutiful fon, with- 
out being a dupe to affection, the fond- 


eſt and moſt faithful of huſbands, without 


being uxorious, and the beſt of fathers, 
without narrow partialities. 

Tis to the judgment and perſeverance 
of noble Zenobia, that Alba finds itfelf 
no more rent, and diſtracted by dange- 
rous parties. No pen can deſcribe the 
enmity that ſubliſted between the Al- 
bans that were of different ſentiments in 


politics. Royal Alfred firſt laid down 


the plan which his noble conſort 


with 


taught her 7 pupil, who at laſt, 


= — — 


— — 


5 — — = * 2 I : : — I 
— CCB no ron os — — — — Ee ES CN 7˙ ˙ i — 
8 — 


b 


* 
= 

£ F . 

— 4; __ — — <> 
— 4 —  —_ - 
— — —— 
— — — ng 
— 


— — 1 —— — — A _— — F 
— — . ——— ere 4 
2 — I 2 = - — - 
—.— * n * p ” 
: — EC See, AT; 


* 2 


. * = i - 


— 


. TF-: . 


e 


—  ——— 


Y —— — — = 
T.. ICE DEER SIT ER 2, 


— 2; 
— 


— 


176 PASQUEN. 
with infinite difficulty, and what none 
beſides herſelf could have done, has con- 
quered the many-headed hydra like ano- 
ther Minerva ; and 1s eſtabliſhing peace, 
harmony, and happineſs, in the room 
ot civil diſſention, hatred, and. party- 
animoſity, 295 

Nothing in the female character is 
more truly valuable, than the prudent 
conduct of the princeſs Zenobia. Tho 
Paſquint endeavoured to ſtab her hi- 
therto irreproachable character; though 
the vileſt abuſes that ever were offered 
to women, were caſt upon a lady whoſe 
rank in life exacted ſome decorum; tho 
her enemies ſtrove to fix on her heart, the 
poiſonous ſcorpion of infamy, till wick 
edneſs proceeded in every act next at- 
tempting her ſacred life; yet ſupported 
by innocence ſhe did not reply. Serene 
with conſcious virtue, ſhe forgave all 
their baſeneſs, and none ſuffered on her 
account ; for with the patience of mer- 
cy, ſhe pitied the wretched crew. 


But heaven fuffers not ſuch a tem- 


per to go unrewarded. The good and 
great are ſenſible that her public way 


of life, is ſo far from being * 
. > How 


; 
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able, that ſhe is perfectly prudent, that 
ſhe keeps up her dignity without the 
oſtentation or extravagance, and that as 
the mother of a great king, ſhe demeans 
herſelf with the utmoſt affabilit y. 

The amiable widow of a prince who 
almoſt adored her, ſhe rarely comes to 
the divertiſements of high life. All her 
recreations are the honeſt pleaſures of 
rutal elegance, in the lovely gardens 
planned by the idol of her heart, whoſe 
dear image often recurs to penſive ima- 
gination, as ſhe reviſits thoſe elegant 
fabrics in which he often reclined when 
elbowed from court. 

There in various temples, which: re- 
preſent the various religions of the earth, 
the fond prince would to his royal ſon, 


leaning! on the maternal knee, philoſo- 
phically open from the tablet of remem- 


trance, richly ſtored with knowledge, 
ſome uſeful periods of the hiſtoric page, 
reletive to the kingdoms they repreſent- 
ed. Such as the wiſdom of the Chineſe 
in trade, joined to their folly in idola- 
try: this in the pagoda. In the moſque, 
the topic would be the artifice, and 8 
ranny of the Arabian impoſtor: ho 

Vor. II. M ſlavery 
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 Navery of the Turks, and deſpotifm of 
the Grand Seignior; their profound ig- 
norance in the arts and ſciences, and 
their impolitic diſregard of commerce. 
In the Moriſco temple, the terrible de- 
gredation of the human ſpecies next to 
mere brutallity. In the gothic cathedral 
of Europe. The civil and religious 
Navery of the people, and the deſpotiſm 
of the prieſthood ; till bringing the ſtory 
home, a diſplay was made of Alban 
freedom, both in church and ſtate, the 
envy of admiring nations. 
. Theſe are the hallowed ſcenes that en- 
gage her attention, inſtead of the noc- 
turnal revels, which ſeduce the grand, 
the rich and gay. She deals her boun- 
ties to the unfortunate in filent dignity, 
not with the vain parade of oſtentation, 
à ſure benefactreſs to the deſerving, 
whom the generoſity of her temper ſut- 
fers not to go unrewarded, without ſquan- 
dering the gifts of bounty with indif- 
criminate prodigality. | 
As a miſtreſs of many ſervants from 
the lord to the menial, keeping the dig- 
nity of a great. princeſs, ſhe treats all 
her dependants with the . ſweet condel- 
N ; cenſion 
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cenfion of urbanity, ever humane and 
benevolent to the loweſt ; well knowing 
that in the eye of proyidence, there 1s 
no reſpect to perſons, and that the deeds 


of this mortal life, will determine an 


immortal one, of happineſs or infelicity. 

Thus the judicious are ſatisfied of the 
uprightneſs in the noble perſonages, who 
have ſo vilely been calumniated by a ſet 
of paltry wretches ſhut out, from the 
acquiſition of wealth, by their wicked- 
neſs and inſignificancy. And thus the 
good and the opulent are their ene- 
mies, well knowing that ſuch fiends are 
ready at the call of rebellion to over- 
throw government, and plunder the 
wealthy, where indiſcriminate outrage 
ſhields them from chaſtiſement. 

For this picture, drawn by duty, 
truth held up the original ; but can- 
dour alone will place it in a true light. 


End of the eighth Book. 
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BOOK the NINTH. 


The ARGUMEN T. 


Seraphiel reſolves to impriſon Faction, and 
calling a council of guardian angels, ſends 
Uriel to make a demand of Faction, and 
require Lucifer on peril of diſpleaſure, 
to give up the fierce fiend. Obedient Uriel 
with a band of guardian angels, fits 
10 the palace of fallen angels, and 
received by the guard of Lucifer, is 
ſoon conducted to his preſence in a nag- 
nificent hall amidſt his apoſtate cheru- 

bims. Ws 
Uſpicious providence who is mer- 
A cifully active over all his works, 
and who knows that human creatures 
are but frail beings, will not ſuffer the 
_ virtuous to be confounded with the bold 
ſons of diſobedience. He will not give 
the happieſt and the beſt of nations over 
to the malice of evil beings ; but wil 
reſtore national tranquility, fix the due 
affection. of a great people, on a prince 
the moſt naturally inclined to Paxreori vic 

| 9 2 
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and confound the outragious powers of 


 diforder. 
For now Seraphiel, having by his vi- 


gilant tendency to do good, counter- 
acted the ſtratagems of daring Lucifer, 
and having deſtroyed the malicious pur- 
poſes of faction to embroil the kingdom 


of Alba, reſolved to. manifeſt his au- 
thority, in order to eſtabliſh concord and 


correct Vice... - 
Accordingly he convened 1 council 
of guardian- angels, in the ſuperb. pa- 


vilion of conſultation. When they were 
all met, he came crowned with a ſtarry 


diadem, and ſeated in a lofty throne of 


ſupreme dignity, he thus expreſſed him- 


ſelf: the law of order, eſtabliſhed by 
the great creator, has been tranſgreſſed 
by Lucifer and his infernal band, who 
hold a kingdom of evil in the air, the 
better to carry on the puniſnment and 


probation of mortals; and direful fac- _ 


tion has been the . of the 


haughty chief, who endeavoured to ſet 


Alba in commotion, the better to com- 
plete its deſtruction. 


But by the aſſiſting arm of that pro- 


vidence 1t 1s our joy to adore, we. have 


M 3 defeated 
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defeated diſcord, and eſtabliſhed that 
peace and harmony in Alba, which is 


the foundation of happineſs in king and 
people, and the terror of their enemies, 


who cannot hurt them but in proportion 
to their fooliſh diviſions.” It now remains 
that we puniſh the lawleſs tranſgreſſors, 
and vindicate the fupreme being. For 
this purpoſe, O glorious friends, it ap- 
pears neceſſary to make a public exam- 
ple of the contriver and abettors of the 
intentional crime. Therefore let us dil 


patch an angel to the proud apoſtate, 


and require him to give up faction to 
the corrective ſcourge of juſtice ; and 
if he proves, as it is moſt probable he 


will, contumacious, we will take him 


by force of arms, and deliver him up 


to the arm of vengeance. 


- Fheſe conflicts, however terrible, are 


| often neceſſary, elſe evil. will dare to 
deſpiſe” goodneſs, and preſume on the 


gentleneſs of mercy as the imbecility of 


fear. But if any generous angel difſents 
from this opinion, or ſagacious, has con- 


- trived! better means to anſwer the pur- 
ſe, he is at full liberty to advance 


12 * which ſhall be embraced len 
plea 
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pleaſure ; the moſt exalted among the 
angelic princes, are not infallible. Tho 
the ſons of ſupreme excellence, we are 
far from abſolute perfection, that being 
an incommunicable attribute of the de- 
ity. Therefore the robe of humility 
becomes the moſt glorious angel, with- 
out taking from his imperial dignity. 
Concord, unanimity, and a certain 
kind of vibrating electrical ſelf- conſei- 
ouſneſs ſubſiſting between the guardian 
powers; they immediately coincided to 
Seraphiel's opinion, and declared a full 
determination of faithfully exerting them- 


ſelves for its completion, to the honour 


of God, the good of mankind, and to 
evince that good preſides over evil. 
Uriel, with eye undaunted, up roſe 
and ſaid. Not only acquieſcing, O migh- 
ty power, with the reſolution of this 
auguſt council, I offer myſelf, the mean- 
eſt of the angelic train, if haply no 
other more capable is choſen to be your 
ambaſſador. Stedfaſt to the glory of the 
moſt high and his imperial ſubſtitute, I 


will attend the haughty apoſtate at his 


pavilion-palace, and without provoking 
N It ſtand. his worlt, ſhould his paſſions 
13 M4 overact 
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14 PASQUIN. 
overact le reaſon, as may be expected 
from the violence and injuſtice of his 
character. 

Seraphiel waving (his: golden ſceptre 
of approbation, as he fat aloft on his 
glorious throne among his godlike peers, 
thus . anſwered, with ſmiles benignant. 
Thy zeal, O Uriel, for the glory of the 
ſupreme governor of the univerſe, for 
our honour, and the good of the hu- 

man ſpecies, is very acceptable to the ear 
of deputed vicegerency, and merits our 
particular acquieſcence. But not only 
approving thy zeal, we are ſatisfied of 
thy capacity for the critical occaſion in 
becoming our repreſentative, among our 
enemies; whoſe malice breaking thro 
the bounds of rectitude, when you 
make the required demand, may aim the 

blow of revenge and reſolve thy de- 
ſtruction; which therefore know, all 
their united power can never affect: for 
providence though unſeen, will be thy 
rock of defence, "his left arm ſhall ſhield 
-' thee from the ſpear of thy adverſaries, 
and his right hand will brandiſh the 
ſword of vengeance before py" to their 


- | diſcomfiture. 1315 
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Go then, O faithful Uriel, ſtrong in 


virtue and armed with goodneſs, and 


acquaint the rebellious Lucifer, that we 


are ſenſible of his execrable attempt to 


involve the Albans in rebellion; and what 


we knew we had power to fruſtrate, but 


divine juſtice requires that malignancy 
ſhall feel the ſcourge of correction: 
therefore in the name of angels and 
archangels, and Seraphiel their chief, 
demand faction to be given up, that ac- 
cording to his demerits he may undergo 
the inflictions of - juſtice. But if they 
will not be oed to the demand, 
aſſure them all, what they ſcorn to yield, 
we will take. by force of arms. For 
we will purſue Faction through the at- 
moſphere which he cannot penetrate, 
except he flies to the horrid regions of 
ever· burning Tartarus, and there for a 
certain time, we will chain him down 
in the moſt excruciating torments, from 
which no arm ſhall relieve him howe- 
ver potent, nor pity however merciful, 
He ended while Uriel bowed: acq uiefent, 
and all the powers of heaven riſing from 
their thrones ſublime, Bare ſimiles 6 of ap- 
„ nch 

| Now 
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„ 
Now Uriel being graced wit h the 
ambaſſadoric crown of ſtarry denota- 
tion, mounted à ſuperb chariot, and 
with a band of angelic powers, the 
companions of his journey, flew towards 
the proud palace of the arch apoſtate. 
Before him the herald- ſpirit of ſpeed, ad- 
vanced and aloud proclaimed his appear- 
ance. Immediately Lucifer convoked his 
powers that were at hand, and gave no- 
tice of attendance to thoſe who were 
ſcattered in the aerial regions, or as in- 
viſible ſpirits on earth were tempting 
the ſons of men to evil, and tangling 
them with inextricable misfortunes, whoſe 
complications, no force or patience, how- 
ever great, could unravel. J 
When the Seraphic ambaſſador ar- 
rived at the audience palace of Lucifer, 
he was received by a party of his peers, 
who leaſt had loſt their native glory, 
faint glimmerings of which ſtill ſhone in 
a fairer exterior, tho' their once heaven- 
1y minds were overclouded with the miſts 
of degeneracy, while the pride of falſe in- 
dependance, appeared ſolicitous to give 
a varniſh to their faded beauty. Yet 
in ſpite of the efforts of reſolution, 
DT conſcious 
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conſcious grief of their loſt ſtate with 
ron ſcorpion's ſting, wounded their ach- 

ing boſoms, when they beheld in the 
heavenly Uriel and his angelic friends, 
the beauty of goodneſs that held friend- 
ſhip with deity. They ſaw and pined 
their loſs, while for a moment their out- 
ragious paſſions, touched by a foft com- 


punction were lulled to a ſerene calm, 


and the ſofter feelings to which their oy 
ſoms were unaccuſtomed. 

But ſoon the hell within them TORY 
to boil. Fierce envy ſtarting as from 
a baneful ſleep, awakened deſperate pride. 
Inveterate hatred at the head of ſecon- 
dary paſſions, the mob of the mind, put 
their fierce ſouls in a ſtate of obduracy, 
elſe humble repentance would have ſof- 
tened their hearts, and in time might 
have rendered them fit objects of divine 
clemency. The ſevere arm of eternal 
juſtice, can never be arreſted, but by 
humble remorſe and renovating good- 
neſs. They alone have the privilege 
by virtue of the godlike Meſſiah, to 
carry the deſire of penetential hearts 
to the throne of omnipotence, and bring 


the 
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the ſtarry crown of pardon to offenders, 
which proves their paſport from the re- 
gions of mercy, to the immortal gar- 
dens and glorious palaces of perpetual 
felicity. 

O evil, why art thou ſuffered to ex- 
iſt? The creator to make his offspring 
capable of - happineſs, gave them free- 
will, elſe they muſt have been mere ma- 
chines ; but by poſſeſſing liberty of 
choice, the "Xs of diſobedience lies in 
themſelves: hence puniſhing a part, may 
become neceſſary to influence an im- 
menſe whole, amidſt millions of worlds, 

Happy the man, who guides his aCtions 
by ſuch a grand idea! 


End of the ninth book, 
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BOOK the TENTH. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Satan addreſſes himſelf to Uriel 5 he 
enters the palace of audience, and invites 


him to his party, but is rejected and an- 


 ſwered, Uriel demands Faction, which 
| Lucifer contemns, and defies his foes to 


battle. The demon of indolence requires | 


Faction to go over and anſwer for him- 
„ attion gains the populace, and 
Lucifer defies Seraphiel. Then Uri el re- 
tires * the dark ORs. 


| T Enge Uriel was de: in 
; A the conſiſtory temple of Lucifer, 
who in a prodigious ebon throne, ſat 
aloft, covered round by a depending 
canopy of dark clouds ; but his exten- 
ſive form, being encruſted as with ſpark- 
ling diamonds, and receiving the fun's 
bright rays, he reflected a fearful glory, 
portentous as a comet DEAR threats to 
a trembling world. 
The chiefs of the fallen angels far 
: ArQUINGE him in 1 ſmaller thrones, and the 
teſſellated 
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teſſellated pavement of the vaſt amphi- 
theatre, was crouded below with innu- 
merable hoſts of the infernal crew. When 
the angelic ambaſſador was conducted to 
the centre, raiſed on purpoſe: before the 
imperial throne, the proud apoſtate thus 
beſpoke him, at once to tempt and 
taunt him, and to exhibit his own un- 
daunted refolution : —Utiel, welcome 
though a foe, he ſaid, I wiſh I could 
greet thee by a better appellation, and 
call you by a nobler name, the friend 
of the free, not the ſlave of the laviſh. 
It is matter of aſtoniſhment to us, 
who know the ſweets of noble inde- 
pendance, that ſuch ſpirits as you, O 
Uriel, can be ſo in love with tyranny, 
as even to court bondage, and meet 
enchanted ſlavery half way. With open 
arms you receive her ignominious fet- 
ters, and bend the lordly neck to her 
mean debaſing chains, when you have 
in your power the delightful remedy, 
to fly in the boundleſs garden of preci- 
ous liberty, and be yourſelf a God. 
But ſure it muſt argue not only a ſer- 
vile diſpoſition, dead to the taſte of the 
beſt prerogative of gods, but the oye 
980 b ear 
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fear of paltry cowardice, that has not 
magnanimity ſufficient to expoſtulate 
with tyranny. Lou tremble at the idea 
of his loud burſting thunders, and dread 
the flaſh of his lightening, and therefore 
circle his pavilion, fall proſtrate—O baſe 
degredation | before his throne, tune the 
ſweet lyre and golden harp of harmony, 
and ſing the flattering hymns of duteous 
bi 1-71-4556 en 
Methinks, O ye immortal gods, I be- 
hold you flock around his pavilion, wait 
for his order, tremble at his frown, live 
in his ſmiles; and receiving his impe- 
rial commands, fly with the ſpeed of 
lightning, down the vaſt deſerts of dark- 
neſs, humbly obedient to perform his will, 
and return with equal rapidity for fear 

of his chiding. 8 
All this profuſion of humility from 
proſtrate obedience, may do well enough 
for the lower claſs: but my Uriel ſhould 
know, that we are all by nature gods 
alike, and that a baſe ſubjection requir- 
ed by any one, be whom he will, is 
tyranny. The ſtrongeſt thunder of hea- 
ven makes the God of heaven. Thus 
it is not only right, but a duty owing 
8 to 
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to'the dignity of your nature, to. reſiſt 
the ſpitit -of, monarchy,” to, alſert your 
natural ' right, and gain immortal inde- 
pendancee. 

Come then, © fapient. Tie. to theſe 
ſtations, Erraed- BL the "har 7 .fons of 
godlike liberty, who defe *the tytant 
and contemn, his gelten joys, Which 
forge the chains of dependance. If you 


fear his anger and tremble at his. ven- 


geance, we will be your protectors. We 


will fave you from his dreadful. diſplea-,. | 


ſure, for he dares not attempt your pu- 
niſhment when he knows we are Your. . 
guardians; Temembering of old how we 
ſhook. his throne. Come then, we Will 
erect you a kingdom and make you a 
god. Thus he ended, and the infernals 
grinned applauſe.  _ 

Then Uriel ſtood up in the dignity of 


offended | loyalty,” and by the native 


brilliancy of unpolluted goodneſs, eclipſ- 
ed the ititious ſplendor of the proud 
apoſtate, and thus he delivered himſelf 
with graceful attitude. That you, Lu- 
cifer, fhould aſperſe the beſt of beings, 
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ſo much your character, that prophetic. 
expectation ſuppoſed-it would run pre- 
face before your harangue, and be the 
prologue to your vaunting ſpeech. _. 

That dextrous volubility of tongue, 
that painting in expreſſion, by which 
you darken truth, and give the colour- 
ing of reſplendency to falſhood, ſhews 
that admirable talent which ſpecifies you, 
for thou waſt from the beginning the pa- 
rent of deception, and now you ſtand 
unrivalled in the lift of falſity—a glory 
indeed, which by me is unenvied! 1 
forbear to mention the ſacred name with 
thine, for a compariſon would degrade 
what a vindication cannot exalt, his praiſe 
tranſcending the tongue of the moſt ex- 

alted archangel. | * 
But as to your boaſt of liberty and 
contempt of our ſlavery, it is beneath 
refutation. To what wretched ſhifts art 

thou drove, O Lucifer, to gloſs over 
thy dire rebellion, and to varniſh thy 
degredation! You muſt ſurely think 
meanly of my diſcernment, to be cheat- 
ed by a glow of words from lips eſtrang- 
ed from truth. But ſhould inveſtigation 
penetrate the deep receſſes of thy dark- 
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194 KS 
ened boſom, and keen judgment exa- 
mine thy ſtation, comparitively to the 
heavenly natures and the bleſt abodes, 
what would be the reſult but deteſtation 
on one part, and on the other, love and 

everlaſting regard? | 
FTuoou invite me to he a god. Good 
God, that it ſhould be poſſible for the 
deceiver, to deceive even himſelf! Butitis 
the puniſhment of the liar to be caught 
in his own deceptions. The definition 
of God is perfect will and power to do 
good, with the poſſeſſion of perfect hap- 
pineſs. But how-can the reverſe of this 
bear the glorious appellation ? You poſ- 
ſeſs will and power to do evil, with ha- 
tred of all goodneſs, and are miſerable. 
What is this but a horrid devil? What 
art thou but the firſt of devils ? Direful 

pre-eminence! 3 

With an air of triumph, ſoothing to 
your fallen nature, you reproach the 
happy powers angelic, with ſervility, 
and ſpeak blaſphemouſly of the moſt 
benevolent of all beings as a tyrant. 
Villainy delights to dart the venom of 
fpite on. happineſs, and finds relief in 
diſcharging its poiſon on goodneſs, {till 
| burning 


— 
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burning with malignant deſire to render 
every thing as miſerable as itſelf. - This 


is the character of you, O Lucifer, and 
of wickedneſs. 


But know, thou chief of hates the 
fineſt feelings of pleaſure reſult from 
the ſentiment, that we receive abſolute 
happineſs from the kind hand of per- 
fection ; and in performing ſpontaneous 
acts of gratitude to an almighty parent. 
Hail emperor of all uniyerle, who for 
ever pours graciouſly in our boſoms, 
rivers of delight, who leads us with the 
gracious hand of benevolence in the 
ever-blooming gardens of- pleaſure, and 
who confirms us in the immortal PURE 
of felicity ! - 

But as to your invitation, that re- 


quires no ſerious anſwer. What can you 


beſtow on me in lieu of heavenly gra- 
tifcation? Excellent pervertion of words. 
You pretend to give me independance 
—What a ſhame to the honeſty of lan- 


guage, that the words liberty, freedom, 


and independance, ſhould be profaned 
to the vileſt purpoſes of felfiſhneſs, by 
the deceptious lips of rebellion, whoſe 
mouth, like the fell viper, and the en- 

N 2 venomed 
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venomed ſnake, drops poiſon to the de- 
ſtruction of the credulous ear, that lif- 
tens to the voice — deluſion. 

I I pity your weakneſs, in ſuppoſing 1 
Was e your miſerable- oll bert 5 
be cheated with pretenees. Are you not 
baniſhed from heavenly liberty? And 
impriſoned in bounds though at large? 
Are you not the ſlaves of tyrannic paſ- 
ſion, every moment degrading yourſelf, 


while we grow 'exalted. By obedience 


aining an innocent will, we give our- 
elves up to our purified inclinations, by 
which we are truly free and truly happy. 
But gratifying your vile propenſities, 

you become an abomination to felicity, 
Though it would be madneſs for me 
to become one of you, yet I invite you 
all to come over to us, by which you 
will relinquiſh miſery, and at laſt may 
_ attain loſt happineſs. But the condi- 
tions mult be perfect repentance, from 
thorough deteſtation of your former re- 


bellion, with a renewal of your polluted 
nature, by a gradation towards goodneſs 


—and—at that the haughty irreclaim- 
able apoſtate, * ſtarting _ eried—ſtop 
thy raſh tongue, O Uriel, and m—_— 


thy embaſſy, elle 1 ſhall — — diag ree- 


able meaſures to quench thy arrogance. 


Then Uriel replied, ſures 


I laugh at, and contemn. your. menace, 
but as we can no more harmonize. than 


fire and water, I. begin my office; and 


acquaint you in the name of the the mighty 


Seraphiel, that your kingdom muff be 
reſtrained. Contrary to his poſitive and 
repeated edicts, you have been ſtriving 
to compaſs the deſtruction of Alba, by 
the moſt deteſted fiend of hell, ſquint- 
eyed Faction; who, to the cruelty of 
the blackeſt eil! in Tartarus, joins the 
artful cunning of viperous inſinuation, 
winding half round the heart of credu- 
lous diſcontent. 


Therefore the armipotent. Seraphich 


demands that Faction be given up to 
the arm of juſtice, elſe ſuperior power 
ſhall force kim from the graſp of. pro- 


tection, and delivering him over.to ven- 


geance, will puniſh the diſobedjence of 


his abettors, to publiſh the power of 


providence. He ended with the geſture 
of reſolution and the tone of firmneſs. 
Immediately from among the. lower 


claſs, deep murmurs buzzed like the 


M 3 diſcordant 
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diſcordant hum of a neſt of TEM 


and at length became audible in the 
ſounds of Faction and freedom for ever! 


The ſuperior powers who had raiſed up 


Faction, to anſwer particular purpoſes, 
now finding him inconſequential, were 
dumb in his defence, and by their ſi- 
lence, proved their opinion. The prince 
of demons, unwilling his favourite ſhould 
be deſerted, thus Grit declared in his fa- 
vour to overawe the reſt, that he might 
bring over his enemies to his party. 
As Faction he ſaid has been labouring 
for public good, I take the ſenſe of this 
aſſembly in the light of fellow-princes, 
linked together in one chain of mutual 
ſupport by the ties of common welfare, 


Our kingdom ſubſiſts by our unanimity, 


the foundation of which is placed on the 
ſolid rock of unity, which if once rent 
aſunder, the glorious fabrick of empire 
will be tumbled in direful ruination. 
Therefore I declare as for ys all, and 


bid thee, O ſlayiſh Uriel, announce it 
to the face of the ſcornful Seraphiel, 
that this arbitrary demand ĩs an affront to 
the imperial dignity of our government; 


and ſo far from complying, 1 [ will ftand 
| x” the 
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the worſt of the delegate, and his ty 
rannic maſter, ſhould they dare us to 
the etherial fields of battle, at the head 

of which Faction himſelf, who is an 
army, ſhall make them ſhrink 25 the 
force of his arms, as before he did by 
the contrivance of his judgment; and 
all the gods of hell in his ſupport will 
arm immediately. 

Head of a large party, the demon of 
indolence, moved from his commodious 
throne, more in the taſte of eaſe than 
grandeur; and thus ſpoke the ſenti- 
ments of his cabal, cloſely hemmed in 
by luxury, ſenſuality, opulence, and la- 
zineſs. Is peace to be for ever baniſhed 
theſe regions? Muſt diſcord always pre- 
vail? And can nothing but confuſion 
fuit the turbulent ſpirits of theſe do- 
mains, nought but the ſound of battle, 
and the horrent claſh arms deteſtable ? 

What the devil have we to do with 
tormenting mankind, tempting frail 
mortals, and turning them into devils? 
Why ſhould we be the executioners of 
Jehovah, the hatred inſtruments of his 
juſtice, for which we even incur his diſ- 
Pleaſure. Therefore let Faction go and 

1 anſwei 
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we to do with war, when we can fo ea- 
ſily govern the world below, by the tran- 
quillity, of peace, the ſeduction of proſ. 
Petit), and the exceſſive power of riches? 
Satan's great mind indeed longs for 
devaſtation, he joys to hurl deſtructive 
thunderbolts amidſt the lightnings flaſh, 
and to ride triumphant i in the how lings 
of a terrible tempeſt. His glory is to 
thruſt. his monſtrous ſhoulders: beneath 
the deep foundations of a great metro- 
polis, to up-heave its quaking baſis, 
and joſtling down palaces and temples, 
to bury the z aſtoniſhed inhabitants in pro- 
miſcuous ruination ! But they who alone 
reap theſe joys infernal, let them alone 
anſwer for the conſequences. He end- 
ed and fell fatigued on his throne of eaſy 
ſoftneſs. „ 
Pire- eyed. action ſprung up direfully 
inſp Ired.. He rolled his baleful orbs ob- 
15 with Fe hy diſaſterous, whichſhock- 
ed the very infernals, and thus ſpoke like 


the; tone of e out of tune, Fled is our 
antient 


4 
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antient valour ; inſtead of Schering vie 
ſhould have been urging the foe glo- 
rious war. Give up Faction! Can it reach 
your ears without horror? And once 
heard, can you be tame auditors of 
the dire diſgrace | ? Les, you are. all 
tame! Fallen indeed! How Io © 

Am not I your god of libert ty? Did 
I not ſnatch you from the fangs of deſs. 
potiſm? Did I not mount the ea the 
tyrant made in our freedom, and ſtand 
alone in the gap to defend you? By the 
ardours of a burning zeal for liberty, I 
diſpoſſeſſed the enemy, gave you to con- 
quer, and to know the ſweets of ſacred 
liberty: yet I, who have been your ſa- 
viour, even me, you are going to deli- 
ver up to arbitrary power! Was ever 
any thing ſo horrible 
Not for myſelf, but public good, I 
require you in the name of the 3 of 
hell, to aſſert yourſelves, to call up your 
antient ſpirit, to vindicate your native 
courage, and wipe off the aſpertions of 
diſgrace, by an ardour of acting worthy 
your dignity. Let us to arms. Bid the 
loud trumpet ſound. Draw from the ner- 
vous * of ſoldiery the ſword of ſuc- 
ceſs. 


mt TFASOVULTN. 

ceſs. Brandiſh the ſpear of victory, and 
rear the ſhield of ſafeguard. Thus ac- 
coutered, let us ruſh boldly on the un- 
prepared foe, and give him to under- 
ſtand we will not be ſlaves. Yes, lucky 
fate will give us to conquer. Away to 
arms, it is victory calls! I hear the voice 
of conqueſt reſponſive cry to arms ! To 
arms! Sound the trumpets, beat the 
drums! And wave the royal ſtandard ! 
Hie ended energic ; the populace cri- 
ed to arms, and Lucifer encouraged the 
acclamation, - which ended. —He ſaid : 
go ſlave-hearted Uriel, and tell the ty- 
rant what you have heard in the coun- 
cil of the gods. Tell him from me, 
that we. defy all his power, and ſcorn 
his inſolent demand, for we will never 
give up our beſt friend. We will ſtand 
in his defence, though Jehovah and all 
his ſlaves above ſhould come on the 
. ame errand; and not only protecting 
our friend, we ſhall call the arrogant Se- 
raphiel to account for his uſurpations on 
our kingdom; for which purpoſe we 
will meet him amidſt the tempeſt of 
thunder, lightning, and roaring winds, 


filled with ten- fold deſtruction. Away 


100 and 


and hurl this defiance in his teeth. He 


ended looking arch for the grin of ap- 


plauſe. Then Uriel replied, as he unfurl- 
ed the wings of rapidity. Know, ye Lucife- 
rian princes, that the obſtinacy of the wick- 
ed, affords freſh triumphs for the good, 
for however evil ſometimes prevails, to 
_ anſwer various purpoſes in the divine 
lan of nature; yet providence is over 
all his creation. Evil ſhall be the means 
of good to the obedient, but to the fons 
of diſobedience, a perpetual ſcorpion of 
miſery, in all the terror of prodigious 
example; to prove that God is perfect- 
ly good, the ſure reward of virtue, and 
the juſt ſcourge of iniquity. He ſaid, 
and flew ſwift-winged to the pavilion of 
Seraphiel, to whom in public he reca- 
pitulated the bold defiance of Lucifer. 


End of the tenth. Book. | 
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aal he, A K G UM E N T. 


nizolids!- 15H Done 

Tale ien the demons;rather than wait 
11; SeraphieÞs. army to, atiack bim ſuddenly. 
_—. acquainted of their approach 

7% is prepared, to; fruſtrate... #heir intentions. 

d driven. from his palace, now, ruinat- 
ed, but. returns and puniſhes the demons 

iin their gen vaſt. machine, He gives 
x Alem d ofeape, hut. encloſes Faction for 
Public e, Satan ane bis: * 385 
1 releaſe him, but A. 
2 Nice! 
RT. OW che inferng). powers,. * 
Ni ſtand by their chief, prepared 
Dr: r deſperate war, .and thus fly Decep- 
tion, with mingled craft and ſedulity, 
propoſed the means: let us retire, ſaid 
ber inte the dark regions of the nor- 
thern pole, wait for the enemy, and har- 
raſs him wick continual. ſkirmiſhes, till 
portunity offers to overwhelm him in 
unexpected hurricane. 
To which the overbearing apoſtate 


= raloud, Why retard that ſudden 
tem 
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tempeſt, and not cover him with-confu- 
fion before they are. by ared ? Hehn us 
fall on them as they ine 
lazy couch of 1 and cruſn them 
to atoms. Go forth, ye ſtorm- collecting 
demons. Away ye nde ng 
fiends to the deep den of deſolatio bi 
break down the tem FR bare Ken ill 
hell diſembogues its monſters,” leck by 
horrid war to the proud Pavilion "of. ole 
common enemy; let us go; attack, 'and 
deſtroy. Choaked by Paſſions, he ſaid 
no more, while fury broiled in His bo- 
ſom, fire ſparkled from his furnaceclike 
eyes, and ſmoak 'in black' 'vohumes"3ſ- 
| ſued from his terrific noſtrilss. 

The demons having prepared all thi things 
for a ſudden aſſault on Seraphiel age 5 
angelic guards, darted high up the ite 
of earth's atmoſphere, as near its Ro 
as they could, compatibly with its ra- 
rification ; for it grows denſe in e & 
tion to its approach of the terrene pla 
net, which it wraps like a fleeey ma ae 
and ſerves to innumerable purpoſes; 
great ſtore-houſe ot 8 > DPS 
terrible; at once the e of fe! ant 
death to mortals, | 3 ider of. 


* 
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When they gained the limits marked 


| by: nature for a boundary, the demons 
; compacted in a body, more inceſſantly 
to work, engine like, the intended de- 
a ee ; now gathered together all 
their prodigious ſtores of thunder-bolts, 
fire-balls, and hurricanes, and wove them 
round ahout themſelves, till they form- 
ed an immenſe magazine-machine, ſtor- 
ed with diabolic vengeance unutterably 
| horrid, darker than Erebus, and threat- 
ning to diſgorge every moment its hell- 
liſh devaſtations. 
As they floated along towards Sera- 
phiel, like a globy mountain of black 
clouds, his guards flying towards the 
pavilion, anxiouſly declared their appre- 


henſions of the diabolic crew. Sera- 


| panel reclined on the ſilken couch of 

happy repoſe, ſerenely calm as the com- 
poſed ſurface of a gloſſy lake, whoſe 
undimpled aſpect preſents a poliſhed mir- 
ror, wide ſpreading beneath its ſhrub- 
implanted banks, as the chearful ſun 
gilds the ſmiling ſcene, and inſpires 
univerſal tranquillity. ' The great ſub- 
ſtitute divined their infernal intentions, 


and though unagitated with the fear of 
con- 
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conſequences, yet with a celerity of in- 
vention inſpired by a clear head, not 
ſullied by the fumes of a polluted heart, 
he like a god had within himſelf the 
happy means of fruſtration. Then he 
ſaid, fear nothing, .we have; for our 
guard an almighty providence,, -/ 
Now the buoyant iſland of devaſtation, 
- guided by the infernal hoſt, as the fit 
ſouls of ſuch an enormous body, hung 
for ſome time its unweildy cloud over 
the palace of Seraphiel. While he con- 
verſed with ſweet compoſure among his 
angelic peers, the impending hell kept 
finking by degrees portentous as a co- 
met. Then growing upon viſibility it 
darkened the face of day, which ſtarted 
aſide, and nature felt uncommon hor- 
hors. ; mo hp 
But all of aſudden was heard a dread- 
ful crack, loud rebellowing through the 
ſtartled clouds, as of a burſting world. 
Immediately millions of fire-ball, like 
the ſun for heat and bigneſs, fell down 
with mingled thunder-exploſiens and 
hail ſtones enormous, upon the reſidence 
of Seraphiel ;- ſtill urged. by reiterated 
ſpite, which mocked reſiſtance, and ſplit 
l F 
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the elegant palace ind &f its noble 5 
er. Down tumbled 5 | 


vilions aſun 
cupulas, domes, archades, and ſuperb 
porticos into inexplicible ruination. Then 


they made an attempt to ſeize the ſera- 


phic chief and his angelie guards; but 


the triumph of malice was pre verted by 
ſuperior power, and the angelic Princes 


ſoftly retired from among the ruins. 

Now with exultations, the Tartarian 
crew quitted their infernal fire-ſhip of 

deſtruction, and took poſſeſſion of the re- 


m_ of Seraphiel's palace. Pride ſwell- 
ing in the boſom of elated Lucifer, he 
5 mounted a throne, and ſignified to his 


ſycophants, a deſire of being acknow- 


Laged the god of victory. Immedi- 
lately the flatterers fell proſtrate before 


him, and the half-ruined hall reſounded 
with acclamations to the ſatanic god of 
victory. Hymns of praiſe chanted to bis 
intoxicated ear, an immortal conqueror, 
who had ſubdued the heavens, while ex- 
ceſſive preparations were making for 
the rejoicings of feſtivity and the parade 
of triumphant proceſſions. 
Meantime Seraphiel was not idle. He 


had * foreſeen. their folly, and had 


planned 


* 
rr _ RI UW * 


7 ̃ I /łè /// ///, ///%// ///, ĩ/%/ũ / ]ͥͤ es ee ge ee ES Iq 5 


* " - _ 4 2 4 * a 
9 EXE abs gd. FF * R n * * F, 15 * bo. ty * 3 9 l 
7 8 d * bo. q * 9 . 2 1 N * Ez A — 
oo - 4 of - 7 P "4 1 " 3 1 


| 5 A SQ UT N. 'B | 209 


planned a puniſnment for their arrogance. 
Putting forth that, virtue, with which 


he Was endowed from above, he col - 


lected, as in one reſervoir, all the Win- 
dy powers elaſtic, whole ſtrength pro- 
perly enforced, becomes an. 
throughout all nature. Mm. to dien 
Nox while the diabolic powers were 
exulting in the pride of conqueſt, Sera - 
phiel melted "The thin clouds above and 
2 ae them, which fell on the earth in 
violent ſhowers, and the demons took to 
their cloud-· formed fortreſs. At that, the 
howling: winds, as commanded, ruſhed 
forth like tygers roaring amidſt a herd of 


oxen... With headlong veloſity they blew: 
back their own raging fire-balls upon „ 


the demons, ſinged them red hiſſing 
with their own piercing lightning, and 
with their own tempeſtive hurricanes, 
and their new formed thunder-bolts, - 
dreadfully ſcorched and cut them gaſn 
after gaſh to their inmoſt ſouls;; till 
they groaned with . ene 
terrification. 1 3447 

Then the godlike; übte 
in bulk, to os grandeur of his valt inten- 
tion, moulded the floating T Wrtarun. : 


growing 
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that contained the cruel monſters, and 
giving it a globular form which they 
could nat burſt, erected a, horrid; dun. 
_ geon, whoſe dreadful. tenehroſity, and . 
' Whoſe immenſe tortures, denying. the 9 
pencil af delineation, puniſhed them x 
With unutterable miſery, as it a 
conſpicuous before the angelic h 
whoa ſang the praiſe. of providence, 1h 
puniſhes evil and rewards gbedience, 

At length Seraphiel, whoſe boſom 

felt the ſoft touches of mercy, opened 
: en door for their eſcape, and out they flew 
2: hawling, | terribly. wounded, harraſſed, 
2 Gad. miſerably creſt fallen. They ſtole 
away like a vaſt flock of crows from a 
. fie, whoſe ſeedy grain, the expectation 
95 the farmer, they had half devoured, 
when armed with vengeful power, he 
comes meditating deep revenge beneath 
1 quickſet hedge,. 

Dire Faction, che fatal cauſe of all this 
| elſturhance, black of wing, ſkulked 
among the reſt; but trem bling, he felt 
himſelf ſeized by the nervous arm of 
prevention, from whoſe potent gral 

ft 8 3 * could arreſt him. Immediately 


* devoted culprit was brought before 
Seraphiel 
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Spine hiel, who fat his judge, and thus 
ſpoke amidſt his angel peers. ty 
There needs not, O F ion, any 
witneſs to prove you the identical de- 
mon, that vengeance has long marked 
for punition.—For you are ſtigmatiſed 
with an indelible brand, legible to moſt 
by the air of your countenance; and look 
aſkew. Therefore I have little more 
than to pronounce your ſentence from 
the) lips of juſtice, © 

Such vile beings as you, 0 FaQtion; 
are often ſuffered by divine permiſſion, 
for the probation and chaſtiſement of 
human creatures; and when you pre- 
ſume to overact the permitted licence 
granted by a wiſe providence, and will 
follow the corrupt bent of your diabelic 
natures, the evil you intend ſhall fall 

on your own unrighteous heads. 
Lou Faction are a moſt execrable be- 
ing. Lou joy in ſetting a king and his 
People at variance, you introduce terrific 
_ rebellion ; then you pamper horrid maſ- 
acre with carnage, and fix deteſted ty- 
ranny on athrone, that taking root, is ſup- 
ported by well- paid time ſervers, flaviſh 
1 and byided beer nobles, 
Ws bought 
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bought by the wages of proſtitution, 


duped. by the pomp of titles, or frigh- - ; 

. tened by arbitrary force; till fair li- t 

berty is baniſhed the land, and equitable c 

- monarchy has no chance for reſtoration, 4 

"Hence you ſhall feel the weight of diſ- } 

pleaſure from an offended ſuperior, leſt | 

_evil ſhould preſume too far; and to make t 

.anexampletodeterthediſobedient. Thus } 

every earthly prince, who is not a foe } 

to freedom, | ought to mark the bold 0 

.traitor, who endeavours to alienate the c 

hearts of his ſubjects, under the cloak I 

. of liberty... *Tis a duty which he owes y 

to himſelf, his kingdom, and creator, to f 
ſeize and bring him to condign puniſh- 

ment, whenever he offends the laws; and az” 

' . to make him an example to poſterity : : for c 

there can be no national evil more de- 1 

ſtructivè in its conſequences than bold c 

republican Faction, the brother of Sedi- r 

tion, and fire of Rebellion. 0 

Therefore I pronounce this unaltera- t 

- ble ſentence, that you, O Faction, be y 

- manacled with chains of adamant, and d 

: thrown into the dungeon yau med EF, 

| -1n fooliſh hope to 2 us with ru- t 

1 1 Ts ination a 
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indtich" But firſt let this 19 0 be con- 


tracted, that rolling about by the blaſts 
of every wind, he becomes a public 
example, from which none ſhall releaſe 
F 

He ſaid, and trait the 3061870 of ju. 
tice ſeize the dire caitif, and dragging . 
him to the now opening ſphere, hurled 
him headlong in the dreary gulf, and 
cloſing it upon the affrighted wretch, 


doubly ſteeled its PRESS! A preventing 
all eſcape. As when after his firſt rebellion 0 
with rout horrific, he was thruſt into the 
fiery dungeon of ever- burning Tartarus. 
This way and that now rolls the diſ- 
mal globe opake, toſt by the winds from 
cloud to cloud, ever and anon reflect- 
ing the broad rays of Phœbus, a more 
conſpicuous memorial of diſobedience 
puniſhed. Satan and his angry crew 
oft ruſh againſt the ten- fold barricade, 
that ſhuts in the howling culprit, but 
when they approach its ſounding ſides, 
deep thunders threaten in ward, and thro?._. 
the pores,” iſſue deep penetrating, fires, 


that drive them off, and fruſtrate their 


attempts. So when the great apoſtate 


Julian, in utter, hatred of the beneficent 
OT Meſſiah 
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Meſſiah, put his predictions to the teſt 
in hopes to overturn his kingdom among 
mankind. The apoſtate being lord of 
half the world, reſolved on the inter- 
dicted ſpot to build a temple, erect a 
city, and eſtabliſned a government; but 
tho' every human means were employed 
for their completion, all came to nought, 
A particular providence clear to all 
eyes that did not wink at truth, counter- 
acted the folly of pride, and vindicated 
the Meſſiah. Tilkthe-workmen.defiſted, 
fiery eruptions dreadfully broke from the 
deep foundations, ſo frequent and dan- 
gerous, that in ſpite of the moſt ob- 
ſtinate incredulity, they were obliged to 
ceaſe from their impious deſigns; and 
they retired oppreſſed and covered with 
ten- fold confuſon 


: E ? 8 5-4 Ft * * ** 
* * — . | X 
End of the eleventh Book. 
LL” Z 1 * 85 : ; 7 * 8 » * 


PASQUIN, 215 
A 


BOOK be T WE I. 


£ 


war RP YES # 
2 


F TH, 


| The AK G EN T. 


r 


. wege reſtores peuee, Pleney, and ales 
g ſurt to Alba." Cenobis is bleft with hap- 
| into, who Srews pleaſure in all her 
, paths. Paſquint is tormented by: anxl- 
P ety. He is the tool, though unwillingly,-” 
2 e thoſe be reviles, 'who play bim off, 
a infead of becoming an evil 10 Alba, 
proves a good" in the hands. af wiſdom, 
who'by him amuſe" the reſtleſs minds of | 

be Albans, and prevent them from be- 

ing drawn into a continental war. Fac- 

tion languiſhes, and TR is ad 
| Ihe ſenate. 


H OUGH tha giddy ani} Pg tri- 

fling cannot perceive the hand of 
providence, which directs terrene af- 
fairs, and the voluptuous will not from 

a habitude of guilt; and though evil 
often abounds, to anſwer great purpoſes 

in the ſcale of beings ; yet the creator 
preſiding over his own works, in a par- 
ticular manner ſuperintends every king- 


O 4 dom 
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dom of the globe, either by himſelf or 
his miniſters; nor ſuffers . acei- 
dent, or fortune to uſurp the province 
of ſupernal wiſdom; while nature cries 
aloud, the future ſhall rectify the per- 
Plerities of the preſent. 

Thus Seraphiel aſſerted his dom 
and puniſhed the perſon of F action. 
Songs of triumph reſounded to provi- 
dence, gaily jubilant with the golden 
harp of concord, ſeated at the banquet 
of ſocial Love; Seraphiel gave ſweetly- 
Tmiling peace dominion over Alba, and 
joined” with her the ever-loved power 
proſperity ; ; who from golden cornu- 
copiæs ſcatters with hand profuſe de- 
fired plenty, while firm-refraining vir- 
tue, with curved arm and nervous knee, 
keeps back too preſſing luxury in glit- 
tering robes, and delicious - voluptuouſ- 
neſs, who love to mingle with the great, 
the rich, and proſperqus ſons of .morta- 
lity. 

Thus too, infernal party was conquer - 
ed through all its hundred ſhapes, by 
Britannicus like another Hercules, and. 
the' noble Zenobia, and now is utterly 
demoliſhed: after it had raged ſo many 
30 _ years 
10505 | 
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years in Alba, .and threatened ; its diſſo- 


# + 


lution, _, 
The . Zenobia, having 


thus compleated' the great work, in the 
total ruinof theold many-headed monſter 
party, ſcattered all its deſtructive abet- 

tors, and finiſhed'the beneficial plan of 
her deareſt lord Alfred ; fat down with 
ſatisfaction at the idea of her rectitude 
of intention, and the ſucceſs of her vir- 
tuõus endeavours ; which ſtruggled thro' 
amaging perplexities, inter woven by the 

olluted hand of mercenary ſelf-intereſt, 

and tangled by obſtinate oppoſition, the 
tool of political craft. 

However Faction, at the head of pe- 
tulent party, with the ſcorpion's fury, 
and the poiſon of aſps beneath his bloated 
tongue; with every inveterate paſſion 
that ſtains and actuates the human hear: ; 
were let looſe to ſcandalize her before 
unblemiſhed Character: However con- 
cealed villainy ſtabbed her honour in the 
dark, or avowed brutality attacked her 
ſacred virtue in public, and ſtrove with 
a banditto's barbarity to murder and 
mangle her exemplar reputation, with 
Fae inveterate dagger of lying falſhood, 

under 


1 tempe 
violent, but wrong paſſions, and belch- 
ing their fooliſhly unjuſt invectives; the 
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under ſhelter of popular animoſity yet 


the conſciouſneſs ariſing, in her höneſt 


boſom. of an upright intention, and the 
knowledge of its en with the 
concurring favour of heaven, gave to 
her heart that Pace 125 har- 
mony of agreeable thinking, which no 
malice however concealed, no ſpite how- 


BE, avowed, nor .cruelty however of- 


red could deſtroy z and which nothing 


could aſſure, oh an approving Provi- 
dence. „ 


What were of this the pleaſing ef- 


fects ? While the unruly multitude like 


a ſtorm 92 ocean, beneath the fury of 
were raging againſt her with 


was calm as the pacific ocean, whoſe 


2 


gloſſy boſom no rude gale is ſaid to de- 
form. Proſperity a awaiting her in town, 
eyer gives her to enjoy rational gran. 


deur and hoſpitable abundance; and 
when ſhe ſeeks her lovely retreat in the 
51 1 50 rural elegance ſtrews her paths 

floriferous embroidery, fills the 
N air with fragrances and with de- 


licious cranquillity, decks the gayly- 


templed 


4 
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templed ſcene of taſte; where ſhe re- 
poſes in heaven-divehted meditation, or 
receives the blooming offspring of the 
bleſt Britannicus, who is ſhielded by the 
univerſal goodneſs of his heart, and 
the powers divine. protected. 45 
Far different paſſes the anxious hours &f 
deſerted Paſquint, who is forſaken by the 
very demons, and left to his vitiated 
heart. Inſtead of kiſſing the mild rod 
of puniſhment he fo richly deſerves, arid 
which his crimes and folly brought on 
his unrighteous head; like rebellious 
Lucifer expelled from heaven, now ex- 
pelled from the ſenate he bites his chain, 
and meditates vain revenge. Dreadful 
paſſions irritate his baleful boſom. He 
threatens vengeance on all his betters, 
who aſhamed of a ſcandalous vile con- 
nexion, and a pretended cauſe, where liber- 
ty was not, nor is in any danger, diſown 
him; while nothing but a rabble, and 
a mean intereſted diſguſted place. ſeek- 
ing low gentry, ſupport him : yet they 
confeſs they deſpiſe him, in the princi- 
pal part of a character, his e ; 
ſtrange inconſiſtency | olg 
But 


- 


220 P AS QU IN. 
"T's 18 1 


But as the pernicious Paſquint can 
never riſe into national office, or of pro- 
fit Or honour, nor can gain his ambitious 
ends by his clamourous popularity, and 
is inflatnmarory writings; Jo the go. 
vernment itſelf, will not let him fink 
into His natural nothingneſs. As he has 
been à tool of diſcontents againſt them, 


they will make him as long as they can 


% Py 
* 


keep: the ball up, the tool of miniſte- 
rial policy; that the Alban ſpleen may 
evaporate in the flatulency of windy 
words, inſtead of more pernicious ac- 
tions, while their attention is carried off 
from particular objects. 


The Albans are a deſperate people. 
The gloomy cloud-enveloped climate 
they inhabit, the groſs nutriment they 
eat and drink, the unparalleled degree 
of freedom they naturally poſſeſs in ſuch 
an amazing metropolis, give them an air 
of "turbulence and : thoughtful diſcon- 
tent. Their paſſions thus nouriſhed and 
unreftrained, they are too violent often 
in wrong cauſes. But from their temper 
parurally melancholy, a thouſand grand 
qualities and good diſpoſitions ariſe in 


virtue 


2 
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virtue, religion, and heroiſm, in which 
they are by none excelled. 


\ Hence it is a good maxim in politics 
every year or two, to devote ſome ſtory, 


perſon, or incident, that may be ſet up 


to exerciſe the Alban ſpirit of party; 
for let it be of ever ſo little conſequence, 
ſo one perſon takes the lead with vehe- 
mence, another inflamed with the ſpirit. 
of contradiction, will take the other ſide, 
till the whole nation is agitated in a 


ſtrange theme, full of perplexity. 


T — the inky champions will ſtart : 


up, brandiſhing the pen of fiery de- 


fence, a violent paper war will enſue, the 


The will groan with pamphlets, Coffee- 


ouſes will ring with repeated explica- 
tions. News-papers will ſwell out enor- 


mous accounts, ſuited to the narrow ge- 


nius of news-mongers, tea-tables will re- 

ſound with oppoſing parties of hairy di- 

| ademed ladies, and the pulpit diſcourſe _ 
will be tinctured with the unmeaning 
topic, till it is worn threadbare; and 

then all will ſuddenly melt away, like the 


fancy-formed workmanſhip of a night's 


dream, into the deep abyts of oblivion, % 
and be no more- remembered: friends 


Will 
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will ſhake hands, and kr: or at their 

fooliſh" diſſentions. 
Thus the words girl, pl bread 

and water, and a week's confinement 

' huddled together. mall make an inco- 

herent ſtory, that for a year together 
' hall ſtop the attention of millions of 

eople, and deeply intereſt many thou- 
"Gs; ſhall make ſome oppoſers odious, 
And raiſe popular commotions. Party 
mall rage againſt party with the moſt 
malignant, and inveterate revenge, tho 
no party knows about what they are 
quarrelling! Full of diſſention, the 
Albans are dupes to paſſion, and the 

” ſlaves of prejudice. 

Io amuſe the buſy mind, and turn the 
keen edge of angry diſcontent, an alle- 
_  gorical Wolf may be ſent in a foreſt dreſt 

with horror. For months together he may 
, devour children, and two old women; 
baffle the reſolute peaſant, and ſpread 
terror all around, till his career is run 

as far as credulity can follow, and be- 
comes tired and vexed; then a valourous 
perſon may attack, the monſter kill, and 
be hailed with ſongs of triumph ſweet 
ſounding to the voice of fame's ſilver 
inpet. x. | And 
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And to ſhewy how inſatiate curioſity, 
and fiery party will allow the moſt 

able abſurdity, conjure up but a 
" tching. ghoſt in a lane, knocking 
againſt a wainſcoat, and all the world 
_ ſhall be alarmed! The reſtleſs, the la- 
2, the RCIA, the tale- teller, and 
the wonder-loving idler, ſhall with avi- 
dlity gape at the relation: emptying their 
ut too vacant. heads of other ideas, 
Rk ſhall, open room for that, and re 
0 yolving. it in their minds, ſhall. — 
it an important point of belief. As it 
will be pleaſing to their · ambition to 
bring another over to their opinion, ſo 
to diſſent from them, though in a tri- 
fle, will render them implacable ene- 
mies; till to gratify the ſpite of re- 
venge, they will at laſt become perſe- 
cutors, or die martyrs in a cauſe the 
moſt ridiculous. Thus too let plauſible 
falſhood cry liberty is in danger, and 
the people will be alarmed like a neigh- 
bourhood, ; when at midnight they hear 
the ery of fire. 

Alba being the greateſt e 
liberty in the world, and where the 
; 3 villains wy" the ae of an 
alum, 
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aſylum, it is peſtered with the jeſuitical ” 
ſcum of the earth. It ſwarms with licen- 
tious libertines, haters of order, impove- 
riſhed prodigals, ruined deſperadoes, and 
demon-hearted atheiſts, who hoping to 
reap benefit from popular diſturbance, 
after . belching their impieties againſt 
deity,, they diſembogue their invererate 
ſpite, envy, and and anger, againſt his 
ſubſtitute and his miniſters ; often draw- 
ing in, the unwary by their plauſible pre- 
tences, and ſtaggering the unprepared 
by the force of their cogent artifice, 
though the judicious and the worthy, 
contemn their vile devices. 

Thus the politic raiſed up the delu- 
ſive Paſquint to ſerve peculiar purpoſes, 
which anſwered they deſerted him. But 
finding he had gained ſome degree of po- 
pularity, he ſetup for himſelf to mend his 
ſhattered fortune, by duping the people 
as the great had duped him. Not find- 
ing his end anſwered by his attack on 

the miniſter, he fell foul of the king 
_ himſelf; and though the miniſtry never 
intended any encroachment on the free- 
dom of the people; by a haſty ſtep a 
moſt intolerable outcry was raiſed, and an 
| | _ atheiſt 
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atheiſt himſelf; he was joined by che whole 


unprincipled tribe, who if poſſible would 
overthtow all the uſeful dèeencies of or- 


der, demoliſhallgovernment, and eſtab” | 


univerſal libertiniſm ; and was ſux pport- 
ed by the clamours of a" giddy vulgar, 
who made threathing diſtarbarices to the 
terror of the metropolis,” till the magiſ- 


trates found it neceſſary at the hazard 


of their lives to call in the military, at a 
day marked for Faction by the intoxicat- 
ed multitude; ſome of which became the 
victims of offended juſtice, by their own 
folly, which ſerved to diſperſe what no 
other power could manage, and what 


grew dreadful to the individuals of the 


great metropolis, the chief magiſtrate 
of which was often inſulted. Thus was 
quelled a lawleſs rabble, from whom eve- 


ry fatal conſequence was to be feared 
to the nation, now freed from the ter- 


rors of apprehenſion and reſtored to 
peace, while their chief ſuffers impri- 


ſonment. 


But when party betomes tired of 
him as a threadbare ſubject: When 
the court itſelf has played Rim off, and 


and he is kicked about as the football 
l.. of 
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of ot intereſt till he is flaccid, the turgid 
ſwell: ing of his pride reduced to 1 852 
lity, and they want to get rid of him 
as 2 troubleſome object; he may per- 
haps, according as he grows obedient 
or refractory, be huddled. in a trifling 
place, or feel the vengeance of long 
affronted [juſtice : and af ter ſuffi ffering the 
puniſhment due to his ger be buried 
qeep in in the gulf of of oblivion, as he now 
1s branded Vith the name o +: danger- 
ous criminal i in the ſcroll of infamy. 

If we take a ſhort review of the party 

| who aade ſuch a ſtir for their cham- 
pion, the cats-paw of a few; mark the 
colour of their conduct, and the tenor 
of their lar uage, we ſhall find that 
1 action filled her with enthuſiaſtic | 
u 

." Oe is manifeſt by the torrent of 
abuſe, which they have poured from 
their defiled lips againſt the goyern- 
ment, loading every neys-paper with 
the ſcurrilous invectives of falſhood, 
againſt the moſt ſacred characters, in the 
moſt inflammatory language. 

Their conduct has ever been of a- 


N with their e WWlent; po- 
ſitiye 
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fitive, and turbulent, which ſeemed 
more calculated'to widen a breach, than 
cement teciprocal regard. Then hutl- 
ed the bold menace, and diftated mea- 
ſures to ſovereign authority. without the 
leaſt veil of decorum, which plainly 
prove, that they meant not to heal, but 
corrode the wounds their licentiouſneſs 
made in the boſom of public tranqui- 
an it be ſuppoſed that injured ma- 
jeſty, as tacitly confeſſing itſelf culpa- 

le, would tamely bear the moſt ſting- 
ing inſults againſt his parent and himſelf, 
and after repeated trials of patience ne- 
ver ſhew the leaftreſentment ? And that 
all his noble ſervants, would cowardly 
fly away from all defence, and give him 
up to be worried by the canaille.? . 
No, thanks to the powers above, the 
kingdom is not drove to ſuch a dread- 
ful ſituation, as to be governed by any 
mob, that under falſe pretences ſhall 
- difturb the legiſlature ! Though gentle 
forbearances actuates the royal breaſt, 
yet majeſty bears not the ſword in vain, 
which drawn by juſtice, ſhall protect 
the good, and terrify the wicked, till 
ff... wonted 


„ 
wonted peace and unanimity be happi- 
ly reſtored. ro Ta tn we 
But may every ſeaſonable admonition 
have its effect. Factious men, who 
© have been diſappointed in their ſchemes 
of intereſt or ambition, will be for- 
ward to inflame a ſpirit of licenti- 
© ouſneſs, and, under a pretence of re- 
< dreſſing the abuſes of adminiſtration, 
* deſtroy the very eſſence of the conſti- 
tion; whereby they become themſelves 
< the victims of their own miſchievous 
and narrow policy. But the real friends 
of their country, who act from public- 
ſpirited motives, will not alarm the 
people on every ſlight imperfection they 
< diſcover, nor on every perſonal diſcon- 
< tent; they will not enrage the multitude 
by unmeaning rant and common placed 
< declamations on liberty, when they are 
not conſcious of any real danger, but 
they will reſerve their influence to pro- 
< tect the conſtitution, when any attempts 
are made to violate its fundamental 
< principles. The authors of vain alarms 
< are the greateſt enemies to liberty, an 
< ineſtimable bleſſing which, like many 
others, may be loſt, or at leaſt injured, 
< by our being over-anxious for its 
* ©. preſervation. 
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© preſervation. The ſcripture has ſaid, 
he not righteous over much.“ And 
© if this caution is neceſſary in religi- 
© on, it is ſurely as much, if not more 
« ſo, in politics“. 5 

But know and tremble, O thou Paſ- 
quint, that heaven whom thy blaſphemy 
boldly contemned, has ſtill in ſtore for 
thee inviſible vengeance, red with uncom- 
mon wrath, to blaſt the factious wretch, 
that out of wickedneſs aſſaults his ſove- 
reign's fame, ſtrives to ſet the people in 
commotion, and alienate the ſubjects 
affection from their lawful prince. 
Thus, when providence ſuffers the 
enemy of man to go forth, the execu- 
tioner of divine juſtice, on a. guilty peo- 
ple who had offended againſt the repeat- 
ed calls of mercy; when he has fulfilled 
the chaſtiſement, proper to reclaim the 
ſons of diſobedience, and eſtabliſhed fair 
virtue among the children of care; then 
throwing by the deteſted inſtrument, 
the ſupreme Lord of all nature conſi- 
ders the evils he inflicted on mortals as 
his own act; and for example deliyers 
him over to the tormentor. : 
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A BURLESQUE POEM: 


himſelf, 


To the K. 


All'n is the cauſe, and fall'n the mighty man, 
Who diving naked down vaſt danger's gulf, 
Amidſt th' applauding vulgar great and ſmall, 
Drag'd up diſſembled Freedom by his locks, 
Who roaring Magna-farta Forty- five 
| Awak'd Rebellion and the ſons of want. 
But ſhall the viftors now the hero's down, 
Laugh us to ſcorn---and none aſſert our fame? 
Yes, by the Gods in ſpite of fear, III moral 2 
The loweſt of the Fortyfivean race, 
To ſhew by parity of reaſoning ions 
How high the higheſl. Stop me not-=-let 80 — 
My pen-hand for was hell's profound to gape, 
While from its dreadful yawn I ſaw difgorg'd, 
Ten-thouſand Wilkites in a cloud of ſmoke; 
I'd write ſuch things as ne'er were wrote before, 
Aſtoniſh Glynn, and rouze fierce Chirchill's ghoſt! | 
With head and ſhoulders fit to hold the globe, 
A Fortifivian now my pen demands, - 
Struggling with fate and curſt by indigence; 
Oh! aid me godlike liberty that I 
May ſoar ſuperior in an orb of fame, 
While crouds gaze at me as a riſing ſtar : 


| But 
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But if my words like daggers on the cauſe 
Rebounds, it is the God not I that ſpeaks; 2 

Faithful I but record what he indites. 

Saw ge and Town-----d O my patrons prove, 
Like Macbeth's witches with prophetic voĩes 

I hail you more than ſher---fs,---kings of Lud! 

And ſee you wri iggled i in departments rich, 

By ſelf-deſigning popularity! 

With wig awry, and hurry-flurry air, 

"Behold what crazy thing is that? Who like 

A pair of BELLOws blows up party rage 

Tis rattling---But pray which is he moſt, 

A filly fellow, or an addle- pate? 
Why faith I think he 's more a k- than aol B 

Now let us hurry in the midſt of things 

Downfell the Scot--but ſtay- Who knock'd him down? 
Why faction form'd of thouſands—and of him, 
Who ſaid by nature for a villain mark d, 

Is nick-nam'd Squint with Cylop eye. Not him 
I chuſe —for he s above a mortal's ſcope, 

As none but devils can a devil a paint; 

Nor Party—for his triumphs are too. great, 


When mobs prodigious cluſter'd round his car, 


And ſhook the city with their huzzas loud: 
But a poor author, literally poor ; 
In purſe and genius is my doughty ens. | 
Thus when for darting venom at the king, 
Squint loſt that freedom which he ſwore he found, 
Up-ſtarted from the purlieus of Saint Giles, 
From den-like allies all with dirt begrim'd ; 
Foul to the eye and noxious to the noſe, 
A. hoſt of authors, ghaſtly, poor, and lean: 


Then ues, ba d by Faction, ſwift they ruſh' d 3 
Ami 


They fally forth, grow tat, and ſettle round 
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Amid ſt the city; — ſtill for favning beef ; 
And heart'ning porter very much in vogue; 2 hy 
And there they batton'd and they cloath'd their backs, ; 
Strutting conſpicuous with a powder ' d pride, _ 0 
Before low buried in a drear unknown. ' 
So in an unfrequented wilderneſs, 1 N ; 


Armies of locuſts breed, and hunger led 


Regardleſs of the evil which they ſpread, _ 
Nor think of fate till whirlwinds ſweep them off, 
And all things re- aſſume their wonted plight. _ 

As when of old from Egypt, Iſrael found 
A plenteous Canaan flowing with delight; 

So here the Wilkites gain'd a promis'd land, 
Flowing with porter long by hope foretold. 
See to yon tabernacle how they flock, 
Styl'd oft a coffee-houſe, replete with crouds 
Greedy of news, and gaping wide for lies ; 
Hark in the croud a falſe diviner ſpeaks, 

And thus the prophecy of fol! iy vents. 

Now glorious times are coming on he cries; 
Great Squint for bawdy and for vice renown'd, 
Join'd with his grim colleague dark Gl —n, 
Shall both the grand judicial benches fill, 

In that hall where rebellion doom'd a king. 

And now ye factious and ye whores rejoice, | 

For your protectors they will ever prove, 

Empty the priſons and the brothels fill. 

And as in law ſo in religion too | 
A wondrous change ſhall come for levite H—n, 
Th' infipid and the prig for party fam'd, 
Deep in the ſee —O fave his precious hair! 
Of C —nterbury ſhall be thrown—and then, 


Aided 
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Aided by holy Squint the learing faint, 

Vice, irreligion, and debauch'd delight, 
| Shall flouriſh midſt the nuns of Drury gay, 
And fill the world with ſweet voluptuouſneſſ. 
And O, ye drunken ſons of liberty ; 
Who ſcorn reſtraint rejoice, you ſhall be free, 
Do as you pleaſe—be idle—rant and whore; 
For great Sir Joe will turn prime miniſter ; 
Then gin and hog meat ſhall be wondrous cheap, 
And by his wiſdom deep as hell's abyſs, 
Not only earth but he ſhall ſway the clouds, 
Alter the ſeaſons, pull ev'n Jove by his beard; 
And like himſelf ennoble plough- boys ſtout, 
Make tinkers lords, and coblers miniſters of ſtate. 
More would the ſeer have ſaid, but duns in view 
Mar the prediction and his fur y ſtop. 
Thus folly gave proſperi ity and joy _ 
The ſons of F action in their paths to lead 
And rear Titanic hands againſt the gods, 

Hut alteration how deplorable ! 

How doſt thou cruel fate with mortals ſport, 
And force dull blockheads ta ſet up for wits, | 

For politicians—ftate-reforming fools ; 
That have not ſenſe their own affairs to guide a 
And thou, capritious fortune, be accurs'd, 
For raiſing authors but to hurl them down 
The craggy precipice of glorious fame; 
And ſinking daſh them in oblivion deep ! 

Thus garretteers inſpir'd by thee—oft took | 

Apollo's quill, defenſive of a man 
To draw him like a god, ſweet freedom” 8 friend 3 ; 
Who ſcarcely human ſeems a devil fleſh* d! 
Fit idol for the ſcum of earth t' adore ! 


By 
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By Faction favour'd O whit crowns thy wrung, 

From the cloſe pockets of bookſellers keen; 
While from = garbage-loving party fierce 7 
They drew, loud founding fame and ſweet applauſe; 
When. at the punch-houſe met and full of glee, 
The bumper ſparkling with nectareous juice, 

They read North Britons hunting down the court 3 
Trampled on kings, and triumph'd o'er the Scot! 
But now th ungrateful people whom they ſav d 

From bondage —ruin-—and the Lord knows what! 
Skip o'er with ſcornful eye and cold neglect 

Their labours—frigidly political! 

And ſwear they're fraught with nonſenſe and with lies : 
While the dire ills they long foretold would fall 
On them now on their own heads fall! The wig 
That grac'd the head of politician ſhrew'd, 

Now like a cauliflower that's run to ſeed, 

Its texture loſes, and it mourns the loſs 
Of powder —ſtranger to the comb—and lank— 
Or only comb'd' by puſly's playful paw, 
Shewing to Rag-fair near anology: 
And dangerous if it's ſeed-time to be left 
Near cruel farmers, who too oft purloin 
| The caxon rough, to fright pea- ſtealing rooks, 
When on the head of ſcare-crow oddity, ; 
Sideways it hangs prepoſterous queer and droll. 

The gloſſy cot that emulated ſilk, 

The pride and glory of his Joyous hours, 
Which gave him rank with brother poets gay, 
And prov'd a paſſport to 3 friendly board 
Of tradeſmen opulent, and gent polite; 
Now ſhorn of nap by time's deſtructive ſhears, 
And faded pale—its threadbare ribs betrays ; 


* 


Shrinks 


* 
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Shrinks to the back—and ſhuns the, oldeloathman fue 
bag, - 
When dolefully he cries —old cloaths to ſell ! 
That ſuit the Fortyfivean on the ſtrength, 
| Of late ſucceſs —worm'd from the ſhop of Twiſt, 
With ſuch prevailing elocution ſweet, 
As melted down the taylor's iron heart, | 
Open'd his hold-faſt-hand, and lull'd that ſoul, 
Whoſe confidence deceiv'd—abhor'd the name of Truſt! 
So when great Cæſar on his throne of ſtate, 
The judge of pale Ligarius fat; reſoly'd 
Within himſelf the culprit not to ſpare z 
Forth Tully came th' immortal orator, 
And with the thunder of his eloquence, 
His voice aſſuaſive, and his accents ſweet, 
He wav'd his purpoſe, and fo fhook his ſoul, 
That he forgot revenge, his anger loſt, | 
And gave perſuaſion what no arms could force L 
But ah! the myſtic number, which ſo long 
Had fed the hungry, and the naked eloath'd; 
And ſounding o'er the jovial bowl of punch 
Was harmony divine — ſtrange fate in things, 
And alteration dire—to diſcord turns! | 
When the fat hoſtels mercileſs and ſharp, 
And loud as thunder, and as dreadful too, 
Points to the ſcore tremendous and declares, . 
Gingling the ſhillings in her pocket wide, 
The tote is Fox TY FIVE! As when on deck 
The pale marine, ſtarts trembling at the burſt 
Of thunder, from black clouds that vomit fire; 
And toſt by ſurges finds the bulging ſhip 
Daſh'd on a yawning rock! Or as the wretch 
That had in human gore his hands imbru d, bs 
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And full of horror, flying from the ſcene e 
Which ſaw him do the deed, he ſhelter ſeeks 
Beneath the roof where lurks a jail-bird fly, 
Who as he enters cries—ſtop murderer ſtop 
And his arm ſeizes ! So the author ſtares, 
When to his lips a ſcurvy pint deny'd 
He hears himſelf accus'd of debts, with j joy 
Contracted, but replete with future pangs! 
Now to himſelf he cries—Fate do thy worſt, 
In walls immure me, and my freedom ſeize, 
Tis what my hero's forc'd to undergo.--- 
Methinks I ſee him frantick on the floor, 
Curſing his motley. friends, who in the lurch 
Have left him, and betray'd his confidence. 
He ſpares not heav'n though heav'n he diſbelieves 
And hell invoking, though he laughs at hell, 
He rolls his eye-balls, and he threats the globe ! 
Oh may he keep his ſenſes !—for I fear 
Unhung by hangmen he may hang himſelf! 
Ye turnkeys watch his garters, and be ſure 
No ropes ill-omen'd near his perſon come. 
Yet he may freedom gain—but as for me, 
Fate ſets a bar to hope, and calls me ſlave 
Doom'd, to a priſon with a Joad of debts ! 
No more muſt I on nature's verdant Jap 
My limbs indulgent ſpread, reclining gay 
Beſide the gurgling ſtream, while Zephyrs bland, 
O'er fragrant meadows ſhake impurpled wings 
No more from ſultry noon in cool green ſhades, 
Where contemplation loves to ſtray unſeen, 
An elegant retreat from cities gain p 
While ſtor'd with fragrance, and replete with health, 
The whiſpering breeze the waving branches fans, 
F reſhens 
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Freſhens the grove, and modulates the heart 
To rural þlif and true felicity : 

Still render'd more delicious if enjoyed, 
With ſome dear virgin whom the heart adores! 
No more with borrow'd ſword a figure make, 
Next brother poets in the coffee-room, 
And with an air decide in politics: 
Nor in the pit before an author pale 
A critic ſtare, and damn his envy'd play. 
But Fate I aſk thee—tell me is this right? 
Yes Faction grinning cries —'tis very right! 
For thoſe we purniſh whom we firſt ſeduc'd, 
Uncertain where to go, and vex'd at heart, 
He quits the alewife and attempts the ſtrand; 
1 The lamps half twinkling and the night all . 
| But horribly aghaſt, and ſtarting back 
From R-ngley's door, that cave of, monſters drear, 

He ſtands in attitudes of vaſt ſurpriſe; 

Like Macbeth in the ſcene who kill'd the king, 
And gave him five and forty ſpiteful blows! 
What cauſe terrific—Oh there is a cauſe— 
Conſcience—the ghoſt of murder'd honour brings 
And hark —ſhe cries—ab villain unprovok'd, 
From hell- born motives you and all your tribe, 
Stab'd in the dark a royal character, 

Sacred to matron elegance refin'd : 
Which always proy'd in ev'ry ſtate of life, 
A worthy pattern for th' admiring world. 

How oft the noble matron yau aſpers'd ! 

And ſent reproach her envy'd fame to taint, 
With all the hell-hounds of fierce infamy, 
Fo wound her honour, and defile her name! 


Far 
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For which uncommon vengeance thee purſues, 
a thou ſhalt find thy puniſhment in gifts. 
Fell poverty mall cloath thy nakedneſs. 


How ? —Why with rags—Thy hungry ſtomach feed. 


That's well —but how? With bread and ſmall beer 
poor 

And rent- free ſhe ſhall houſe thee.— Aye but how 

I pray? Why! ſafe i in ev ry jail my boy 

Thus never wanting thou ſhalt be in want 

Starting he cries—ah do not glare at me 


Thy horrid eyes ?—B: ut look ſhe s vaniſhed gone 


His nervous ſyſtem woefully relaxed, 
With war inteſline now his bowels roar, 
So vaſt the periſtaltic motion proves; 
And now come home the civil broils he lov d. 
The fimpathetic air atteſts his fri icht, 6 
And Zephyr ſtartled ſeeks the flow'ry field: 


While loud night-walkers blameleſs night men blame. 


Thus himſelf taſtes the fears he gave to fools, 
When like a lying prophet for a crown, 
Which printers for a well-wrote letter paid, 
He oft foretold the ſtate would be undone, 
Devour'd by monſters ; and by tyrants ſcourg'd ! 
But the prediction on his head rebounds, | 
Threatens his fall—and leaves the realm to peace! 
Fertile in imaging his flighty ſoul, 
As dull to judgment as to genius dead, 
Deſpiſing kings, turns traitor to itſelf, 
And conjures ſhoulder-tappin g fierce bum-bailiſfe, 
Snake-hair'd like gorgons, threatning durance vile, 
And freedom's loſs, on which fo long he bawl'd, 


Wrote, quarrel'd, ſwcre, ap W's d, * a d him. 


ſelf ! 
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Where ſhall he go for comfort ? Where from duns 

Hide his ill-fated head? For pleaſure cries 

I am no friend of thine ! See there he creeps — 

He turns yon alley —and with cautious feet 

Afcends his garret, Hark l what ſounds are thoſe | 

He hears his children ſcream ! His ſoul ſhrinks down 

Foreboding vaſt diſaſters, while he gains 

 Th' apartment—lſcene of former joys long loſt, 

But now confuſion's ever duſky ſeat! = 

His wife ſo late the ſolace of his breaſt, 

Who met him ſmiling when his works went off, 

Stroak'd his plump cheek; and coax'd the golden ſpoil ; 

Now with a frown demands —Well have TO ſold 

Your patriotic poems on the praiſe 

Of Squint ?—And —what the deuce now is his pame? 

The tall big ſtaring man that wears a ſtar ? 

And--thing--um--ee--the knight who deals in hogs? 

Have the bookſellers haggled at the price? | 

Pray heav*n they're ſold, and that you've got the caſh! 

Alaſs the baker's very clamorous 

And mark—=the chandler's ſhop denies me deck! g 
Patience he'anfwers—theſe bookſelling knaves 

Will not come down a guinea, for they've got 

Perdition ſeize their avaritious fobs ! - 

No feelings for the offspring of the muſe, 

Shudder at verſe —and ſwear that's worſe and worſe ! 

Such wicked wits, and punſters are the rich, | 

To laugh at merit in a tatter d coat, 

Who ſelf-important ſcorns the aſſes dull! 

Nay'in the papers they refuſe to print 

My nobleſt work O times! without they're paid, 

To ſuch a mercenary paſs the world , 


Arrives! With haſty ſtrides faſt ruin comes — . 
5 | | * -On 
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on us you puppy ſoon the dame replies, 
And hear me, while I thus adjure you by 
The ſacred names of children, and of wife, 
With hunger pinch'd—to quit that curſed Squint: 
For in his evil eye misfortune glares, 
When like a gorgon horribly aſkew, 
Grinning he ſtares two ways at once; 
Curdles the blood, and turns the heart to ſtone ! 
His ev'ry look prognoſticates ill-luck ; 
And they who hapleſs in a morning meet 
The fiend, ſhall diſappointment know all day; ; 
For in myſelf I've found it verify'd, 
When ſhuddering at th' eccentric orb, I gaz'd, 
And faſcinated, eurs d the eye oblique ! 
Thus laſt election my beſt gown I pledg'd 
Which for redemption mourns in deep deſpair !_ 
That you might hire the horſe they would not lend; 
Which threw you down, your new coat ſpoil'd, and tore 
The index of your ſoul—your rueful face 8 
Then think no more of our deteſted foe. 
Our foe I ſay —for he's a foe that ſtarves us 
Not one good dinner have we had this month, 
Our cloaths are tatter'd, and our brats appear 
The pale-fac'd progeny of want! But Oh! 
Swift moving with a thouſand terrors ſtor'd, 
Futurity approaches like a coming ſtorm ; 
Forſake him then or be by heav'n forſook ! 
What me give up the cauſe! Deſert the man 
Who ſtanding in the gap—old Inglun fav'd ? 
He cry'd —and ſtruck his pen-hand o'er his breaſt ; 
His breaſt which labour'd much about the ſtate! 
O no! Tf I forſake him O ye gods! 
7 > Q | May 
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May vile bookſellers all my works forſake, 
Deny me dinners, and refuſe a loan. 
May I be forc'd to publiſh what I write, 
Oh direful | —at my own expence,---and what 
Neglected by the barbarous town, becomes | 
Profan'd to ignominious uſes vile, 
To wrap up cheeſe, or wipe the hands of Nuts ! 
Then Inglun-like in debt, O throw me fate 
In that Kings-Bench which holds my patriot dear, 
Where bending o'er the ſolitary pint 
Deſerted by a world of raſcals, fools--- 
Together we the miniſtry may curſe, 
Vent on the rich and happy all our ſpleen ; 
And meditate together mighty plans 
To fave all Europe and old Inglun too 
He fave, a wretch ? ſhe cries, What good can he do? 
Who ſpent his fortune with a gang of rakes, 
And ſtrumpets, filthy ſlave! and who has oft 
Blaſphem'd his maker, and revil'd his king, 
Around the realm the ſeeds of Faction ſow'd ; | 
Rous'd dire Rebellion, and the dogs of war. 
Then leave the fiend, and touch a luckier theme, 
To purchaſe dinners, and to pay our rent ! 
No never l—Bleſſings on his name he cry'd ? 
But rather curſes, ſhe rejoined, and ſwore 
With imprecating hands high rais'd to heav'n : 
May fiends fraternal call him brother dear, 
And fay thy name O Squint is infamy ! 
For nature when ſhe ſaw his unhing'd eye 
Diſclaim'd the work ! But Satan cry'd—'tis mine ! 
And all a devil —he's my darling ſon! $6; 
; e ally When 
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When he's releas d, for he'd corrupt a goal, 


Let his purſe fail him in voluptuous hours, 
And his friends vaniſh —at the ſound of Lenp 4 


Jilted by whores, and dup'd by meaner knaves, 
May children call him daddy, not his own, 

May bawds and taylors ſtill refuſe him truſt, 
And ſurgeons throw him in the fleet with hurts 
Incurable ! And hear me Poverty, 

Difcord, and Hate, and all the train of ills, 
And ſnaky pangs he twiſted round our hearts; 


Oh quit our garret, but with him for ever dwell ! 


Starting at which with fiery eye he kens, 
The haggard dame —entreats and ſues ſor peace: 
For peace, which he ſo oft had loudly curs'd 
With horrid imprecations on its makers 
But war —ſo oft provok'd, now comes uncall'd, 
Drives round the room, and rattles in the chairs ! 
Civil diſſention, and inteſtine feuds, 
Deep into which he ſtrove to throw the ſtate, 
Now on him ruſh and overflow his ſoul! 
Clamour unties the dame's ſhrill tongue, and ſoon 
The confli& riſes high, debate grows ſtrong ; 
While by the heart-invading panic ſeiz d, 


Cats, dogs, and children in the conflict join! 


So when around the wide tea- table blitlie, 
The merry wives of handy - eraſts are ſet, 
Gaily to hear the tale of goſſip Joan, 

And ſip th' Eaſt- Indian tincture, qualified 


With that which makes the jolly heart full glad; 


If diſcord hoy'ring round ſhould raiſe diſpute, 
And make two neighbours in opinion jar, 
By drams and friendſhip join'd in cordial love; 
One fide or t'other ſoon, with party rage, 


> 


And 
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- And rum inflam'd, the boon companions take: 
And loud as thunder fill the room with ſtrife 
Diſtraction now flies in, while Love gives place, 
To hate, contention, and to poverty; 
Who from the window flying cries adieu 
Old friends egad you're at it-—ſo farewell! 
The fiends he propagated through the ſtate, 
Faction, diſloyalty, and falſe alarms, 
Their end unanſwer'd ſoon return and ſeize, 
Unnatural offspring !---ſeize the fire himſelf, 
Beat in his heart, and tremble in his nerves ! 
Now broken chairs, with manuſcripts, and ſtools, 
North-Britons, news, political Reviews, 
Books, pamphlets, papers, ſhovel, tongs, and hats, 
Promiſcuous fly, amid abuſive taunts, 8 
Half-ſtifled oaths, and dextrous pokes well aim'd ; 
Till from the noſe and teeth-diveſted mouth, 
In purple ſtreams and black horrific gore, 
Red Danger glides a-down the face diftain'd, 
Calls for a truce, and cries there's blood enough 
Thus, when by chance, two drunken women meet, 
In liquor quarrelſome, and full of grudge : 
At firſt their mighty clacks ſhri#] ecchp round, 
While gathering boys and men well-pleas'd applaud, 
Clap their ſtout backs, and urge their boiling rage. 
But high words waken deſperate blows | Off fly 
Their caps and kerchiefs, and to eyes profane, 
Bare the lank breaſt, and ſpread the knotted hair | 
Now comes conſuſion, and the windows fill; 
While crouds high jumping up, ſurround the fray : 
Then children hollow, people laugh, and dogs 
Keep barking, as the hogs go grunting off, 4 
; = : Till 
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; Til the fierce combatants are ſatisfy d; a, 
Who ſorely bruis'd, ſhake hands, and make it up, 


Oieer pots of porter, while the mob's diſpersꝰd. 


The Fortyfivean now by Fate oppreſt, 
Unable to ſuſtain his loads of care, 
And ſinking with the burden of his grief; 
Like the old foggot-man, in fable lore, 

He calls on death — but not with hearty voice — 
Jo eaſe his ſorrow —there his purpoſe ſpoke — 
And take his life —that is-—-he meant his wife 
A meaning now a- days -- too common grown |! 
But Morpheus death's twin brother, heard his moan, 
And huddled off what tatters few remain'd, 

In bed he threw him---ſupperleſs poor wretch ! 

Bound him with ſleep's ftrong chains, and bury'd him, 

In that forgetfulneſs which typify” _ 

The vaſt oblivion whence he ne'er can riſe ! 

Thus party ends--=But catching up the pen 

Duty and loyal love with humble fear 

Breath ſupplications and prolong the theme, 
So may it happen to th'outrageous foes, 

And fierce defamers of my lord the king ! 

For ſtung by malice, and by Faction fir'd, 

And loſt to goodneſs as of virtue void, 

They trampled on the beſt of characters; 

And for their laſt grand firoke of wickedneſs, 

Darted the ſhaft of rancour at the king ; 

And ftrove to darken his immortal fame : 

But like a vapour rais'd againſt the ſun, 

Back on themſelves their folly ill rebounds ; | | 
While goodneſs guards him with the ſhield of truth, 
And heav'n approving ſtamps him with his image! 

Th hus though he knows the primroſe paths of vice, 
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Are gay with pleaſure and delicious joy ; 
The ways of virtue rugged and auſtere * 


Feet by his great ſuperior better taught, 


The firſt diſclaiming he the laſt ſelects, 
And ſcorns to take Indulgence to his arms.! 
Hence the great ſtudy of his reign will be, 
To make his people happy, great, and N ; 
Teaching by precepts, but example more ! 
His ſoul abhors the arbitrary thought 
Deteſted, which would render millions ſlaves, 
That one frail mortal be as God ador'd ! 
No- -like a parent his mild ſway he marks, 
And with benign affection courts their love, 
Pities th* unduteous, and forgives the fall'n. 
Oh then may heav'n indulgent to our pray'rs, 
Show'r down it's choiceſt bleſſings on his head; 
And place around his path ſalubrious health, 
Content delightful, and the ſweets of peace. 
Sincere, O let him gain, ye pow'rs above, 
Connubial pleaſure, and true filial love, 
Domeſtic joy and national good-will, 
In all the charities ſerenely grand, 
Sweet-nam'd, of huſband, father, and of king; 
Which full receiving may he ſtill reflect, 
Each joy and bleſſing on his honour'd queen : 
And on his righteous head long long ſuſtain, 
His earthly diadem, till call'd by heav'n, 
He gains a crown immortal in the realms 
Of endleſs glory, and ſupernal bliſs, - 
Amidft the god-like virtuous, and tl.c good! 
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